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 MAY 2024 

S A V E  T H E  

D A T E !  

 
MAY 13 @ FANWOOD 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MTG. 
@ 7:00 PM 
GENERAL MTG  
@ 7:30 PM (PG. 2) 
 

MAY 15 @ 12:30 PM 
LADIES WHO LUNCH  
@ RIVER AND RAIL (PG. 4) 
 

MAY 20 @ 7:30 PM 
LITERATURE GROUP –  
AT JOANNE SHEFFIELD 
 (PG. 4-5) 
 
MAY 21– SCHOLARSHIP 

DINNER (PG. 7) 
 
MAY 30 – OUTREACH 

ITEMS DUE (PG. 3) 
 
JUNE 4 @ 7:30 P.M. 
LITERATURE GROUP  
SELECTIONS FOR 2024-2025  

 
JUNE 10 – ANNUAL 

MEETING (PG. 2) 

 
JUNE 30 – 2024-2025 

MEMBER DUES OF $50 

/SUSTAINING DUES OF $25 

SHOULD BE PAID BY THIS 

DATE (PG. 3) 

 
SEPT 14 – CLOTHING 

DRIVE (PG. 4)  
SEE FLYER AS ATTACHMENT 

P R E S I D E N T S ’  M E S S A G E

 Jean Naugle and Joan Skubish  

 

We celebrate the success of our Spring fundraiser because of the dedication 

of each College Club member. Joan Skubish and Pat Swick guided the 

preparations and our theme of "April in Paris.”  The ballroom at The 

Westwood looked lovely and Spring-like and the gifts were stunning. We 

are grateful for every member’s contributions of their donations and time in 

preparation before or on the day of the event.  We do not have a final 

accounting, but we may have raised close to $19,000 to add to the 

scholarship fund. We must pause for a moment and feel the joy that comes 

from working together to create a successful fundraiser and also the 

satisfaction of knowing that the young women who will receive our 

scholarships will be able to attend the college of their choice to pursue their 

hopes and dreams for their futures.  

 

We look forward to seeing you for two dates in May. Come to Fanwood 

Presbyterian Church on Monday, May 13th for the general meeting. Bring 

your money or checkbook to sign up for the scholarship dinner and to meet 

the scholarship recipients on Tuesday, May 21st at the Shady Rest Country 

Club.  Please read the newsletter article with details on how you can attend 

College Club’s culminating event of the year. The scholarship dinner is a 

special night for us to meet the recipients, listen to their stories and learn 

about their college plans. Thank you to Laurie Chichester for planning and 

coordinating the dinner which we know will be a wonderful evening and 

which brings full circle our work and its reward.  (See page 6 for the 

reservation form you can return with your check.) 

 

Speaking of scholarships, the Scholarship Committee has finished its 

review of the scholarship applications and has interviewed the candidates to 

finalize our 2024-2025 scholarship recipients. Our thanks go to Chair Tish 

Isack and committee members Tricia Aiere, Elaine Carman, 

Rosemary Gousman, Dorothy Lusk, Joanne Sheffield, and Sue Spirko for 

the many hours involved in choosing the scholarship recipients and for their 

dedication to this important committee. 

 

The initial work on our other major fundraiser, the Community Calendar, 

has begun under Chair Mari McDevitt. Please contact Mari if you can assist 

with any aspect of the calendar—advertising sales, checking organizations’ 

information and dates, proofreading, sales and/or distribution, etc. Work on 

the calendar will continue during the summer and assistance is needed in all 

areas. This is the 61st year of the Community Calendar! 
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A Note from Jean: 

 

Finally, we congratulate Joan Skubish for receiving the Good Scout Award from the Boy 

Scouts of America – Patriot’s Path Council for Joan’s volunteer spirit and dedication to many 

organizations besides the College Club. Joan was recognized on Thursday, May 2nd at a 

dinner reception at The Westwood.  We are proud of Joan and grateful for her legacy with the 

College Club passed onto Joan by her mother who years ago was a member of College Club 

and chaired the Scholarship Committee. Joan said it best on Sunday, “An educated woman 

makes a better world for us all.”  Being a member of the College Club makes our community 

better for ourselves and others!  

 

Jean Naugle at the podium introducing Joan at 

the Boy Scouts of America dinner, May 2nd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to Right: 

Philip Davies (husband of Meril Davies),  

Joan Skubish, and Meril Davies. 

 

 

 

 

May 13th MEETING  

 

The General Meeting on Monday, May 13th will not feature a program, but a summary of the 

Spring Luncheon revenue will be reviewed and most importantly a VOTE will be taken 

regarding office terms for 2024-2025 fiscal year in the bi-laws.   

 

THE ANNUAL MEETING will now take place on Monday, JUNE 10th at the FANWOOD 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

 

PLEASE note the following message from the NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 

 

The Nominating Committee is working diligently and is exploring every option in order to be 

able to present a Slate of Officers for  2024-2025, 14 days prior to the June Annual Meeting. 
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We are asking as many Club members as is possible to attend the May 13th Executive Board 

and General Membership Meeting so that we can vote on and approve the following 

motion: 

 

Article IV, Section 5 of the College Club By Laws:  “No officer is eligible for the same 

office for more than two consecutive terms.” will be waived for the 2024-2025 College Club 

fiscal year. 

  

To assure the continuity of the Club and to continue to grow our membership the Nominating 

Committee  recommends  that the current Co-President  and Treasurer extend their 

term of office for an additional year.  This would provide leadership continuity and ensure 

the operations of the Club could continue unabated with these vital leadership positions. 

 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 
 

We will be collecting average size bottles of laundry detergent/fabric softener. This is a 

frequently asked for item at food pantries. Please remember that most of the recipients wash 

at a laundromat so big bottles don’t work. The Dollar Stores have good prices on these 

products. Please drop off at our homes by May 30 or bring to the meeting. 

Thank you in advance for your kindness! 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP Mary Cappio and Liz Murad 

 908-499-1752/908-377-1522 

 

We are thrilled to report that seven women have expressed an 

interest in joining College Club. All seven enjoyed the Spring 

Luncheon on April 28th and they have been invited to attend our 

May 13th meeting. If you have a friend who you think would enjoy 

being a member of the College Club, please feel free to invite them 

to our May 13th meeting or let us know and we will reach out to 

them for you. Our numbers are listed above. 

 

Please expect the Annual Dues Notice and Committee Sign-Up Sheet in your email inbox 

shortly. Please download the attachment and fill it out and return it along with a check for 

your annual dues ASAP. Annual dues are to be received by June 30, 2023. They are 

$50.00 per year. We are hoping to have all membership dues paid in full by the 30th of June. 

Dues received after that date will be $55.00. 

 

The “Membership Satisfaction Survey” was distributed at the last meeting. The survey will 

also be available at our meeting on May 13th. Please complete it and return it via mail, email 

(maryballcappio@gmail.com) or hand it in at the end of the meeting on the 13th or at the June 

meeting. We are anxious to hear your thoughts and suggestions. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:maryballcappio@gmail.com
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SCHOLARSHIP Tish Isack 
 

The Scholarship Committee met over two Wednesday evenings in mid -April to discuss the 

evaluation summaries of the 2024-2025 Scholarship applications. High School semifinalists 

were chosen and interviewed via Zoom. Committee members ultimately chose 4 High School 

and 8 College young women as the 2024-2025 College Club Scholarship Recipients. 

 

We would urge all College Club Members to attend the Annual Scholarship 

Dinner/Reception on Tuesday, May 21st to meet this most impressive group of recipients. 

The Scholarship Awards will include a Marie Leppert Community Service Award, a 

Scholarship in honor of Club member Elaine Carmen donated by her family and the 

Academic Award of Excellence. 

 

 

CLOTHING DRIVE Cathy Hirschhorn 

 

September 14th – Please note the Clothing Drive Sept 14th date on your 

calendars. Pick-ups at the Thrift Shop have begun and will continue 

throughout the summer. Cathy will be asking for volunteers for Thursdays, 

Fridays & Saturdays, through early Sept. Please watch your e-mail to sign 

up and volunteer. Even one day is appreciated!  

 

It's never too early to let friends & family know we will be collecting items again! 

PLEASE NOTE:  They no longer accept blankets, pillows, or comforters.  Thanks, as 

always, for your support!  In a separate attachment to the newsletter, you will find a Clothing 

Drive flyer noting acceptable items that you can email to family and friends! 

 

 

LADIES WHO LUNCH Ginger Rachko 

Come join us for lunch on Wednesday, April 17, at 12:30, at 

River and Rail Cantina, 230 South Ave East, Cranford, NJ 

07016 .  Please try to join us! Contact Ginger by Monday the 13th to 

confirm attendance.  Call or text her @ (908-334-0980).  If texting, 

please note your name if not part of her contact list.  All members 

are invited!   

 

 

LITERATURE  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 

The date of our May book group meeting has been changed to:  

Monday, May 20th at 7:30 p.m.  We will discuss The Covenant of Water by Abraham 

Verghese.  

Joanne Sheffield, 1415 Graymill Drive, Scotch Plains will be our host.  She will also lead 

the discussion.  
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Anyone who does not regularly get the book group emails but who may 
be interested in joining the discussion on The Covenant of Water should 
touch base with Joanne directly via email (jnsheffield31@gmail.com) or 
via her cell phone (908-447-2829).  
 

The Covenant of Water spans three generations of an Indian Malayali 

family living in southwest India in the Kerala state during the decades from 

1900 to the 1970's.  The story begins in 1900 when a 12-year-old girl from 

the Kerala's Christian community is sent by boat to meet her 40-year-old 

husband for the first time. 

 

 

Our organizational meeting date for 2024-2025 year has been 

rescheduled for Tuesday June 4 at 7:30 p.m. We will meet at the 

home of Tish Isack, 1063 Oak Lane, Plainfield. 

Come with your suggestions for books we might like to read next 

year! 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Liz and Ron Murad and their family celebrated their daughter’s 

wedding on Friday, April 26th , and held the wedding reception in 

the Murad’s backyard on Saturday, April 27th.  (Luckily it was 

glorious weather!!) To the left are Maggie and Dane Hagen-

Murad.  Congratulations to the happy couple! 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Below are a few pictures from the “April in Paris” luncheon, that 

you might enjoy! 

 

 

The Harmonics, a local a cappella group, performed 

during lunch!  (One member of the group would now 

like to join our Club!) 

 
185 women attended this year’s luncheon at the Westwood in 

Garwood!  We were so happy to see so many Members’ AND 

Sustaining Members’ faces!    
“KUDOS” to  

Sherry Woodruff and 

her committee of: 
Margaret McIntyre, 

Connie Klock, and 

Marie Leppert for 

creating the Cherry 
Blossom centerpieces 

which produced a 

lovely ambiance, highlighting this year’s theme! 

mailto:jnsheffield31@gmail.com
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Kathy Egenton was trying to decide on which 

item(s) she might like to bid from the Silent Auction.   

Forty-seven items were available for bidding! 

Thanks to Joan Skubish, Meril Davies and Mari 

McDevitt for organizing! 
 
 

 

 
 

Tables for Select a Gift 

Baskets were against 

three walls and held 69 

gifts.   

Connie Salisbury and Carol Kiley took our donations and created professional looking gift baskets! 

 

 

To the left are baskets and two boards holding NJ Lottery 

tickets each in the shape of the Eiffel Tower.  

(How clever of Liz Murad to take the donated tickets 

and create boards with our April in Paris theme!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are members: Barbara Cronenberger, Tricia Aiello, and Jean Naugle delivering 

baskets to each winner. 
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During lunch,  

Ronda Riesenberg 

kept busy selling 

Basket Raffle Tickets, 

while  

Jen Rohman awaited 

the next line of women 

wishing to purchase 

50/50 raffle chances! 

 

 

 

 

 

Tish Isaac kept the ball rolling by announcing 

winning numbers for the Basket Raffle with well-

timed breaks, inserting a few quotes taken from 

correspondence sent by past scholarship winners! 

 

 

Thanks to all for making our luncheon such a 

success!  (Revenue numbers will be announced at 

the May 13th meeting.) 

 
 

 

 

 

Celebrations 
MAY JUNE 

Bobbie Boyd (Emeritus) (6) Mary Ball Capio (1) 

Connie Salisbury (20) Kathy Egenton (4) 

Laurie Chichester (22) Dorothy Lusk (4) 

 Sue Spirko (11) 

 Jean Naugle (21) 

 Dot Erickson (Emeritus) (27) 

 Sherry Woodruff (30) 

 Jill Barbier (30) 
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SCHOLARSHIP RECOGNITION DINNER Laurie Chichester (908-510-6666)  

It’s that wonderful time of the year when we recognize this 

year’s amazing scholarship recipients.  Once again, we are 

holding the event at Shady Rest, and all are welcome to join for 

dinner to meet the inspiring young ladies and their families.  If 

you are planning to attend and/or would like to help cover the 

costs for the scholarship recipients and their family members 

attending, please send your reservation slip and money to 

Laurie by May 13th at the latest so she can order the food. 

 

When: TUESDAY, May 21st @ 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Shady Rest Country Club (former Scotch Hills CC) 

Why: To celebrate with our wonderful scholarship recipients and to listen to their stories, 

hopes and dreams! 

What: You need to RSVP by May 13th so we can determine the amount of food needed. 

Cost: $20.00 per person.  If you would like to contribute additional funds to help cover the 

cost of one of our recipients or their guests, that would be wonderful.  Let us know you are 

coming as soon as you can. 

 

What else do we need: fruit salad, set-up & clean-up help (contact Laurie or indicate on slip 

below). 

 

Please plan to join us for this special occasion! 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

SCHOLARSHIP RECEPTION —— TEAR OFF AND RETURN TO  
 

Laurie Chichester,  

2239 Coles Ave. 

Scotch Plains NJ 07076 

 

_____  I am planning to attend the Scholarship Reception on Tuesday, May 21, 2024. 

            $20.00 per person enclosed. Make checks payable to The College Club of FSP. 

 

_____  I cannot attend but would like to donate the enclosed money to cover a meal for a 

scholarship recipient. 

   

 _____  I can help in the following way (circle item): Bring fruit salad / Set up at 5 pm / 

Cleanup.  

 

 
NAME ___________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE # _____________________  EMAIL____________________________ 


