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 NOVEMBER 2024 

S A V E  T H E  

D A T E !  

 
NOV 12 @ 7:30 PM 
BOOK GROUP 
AT JOANNE SHEFFIELD’S   
(PG. 3) 
 
 
NOV. 13 @ 12:30 P.M.  
LADIES WHO LUNCH 
@ DARBY ROAD (PG. 4) 
 
 
NOV. 14 
COLLEGE NIGHT (PG. 3)  
 
 
NOV. 18 
EXEC BD. MTG @ 7:00 PM  
PROGRAM @ 7:30 PM 
“THE MANY LIVES OF TOM 

KRANTZ”  
FOLLOWED BY  
GENERAL MEETING (PG. 2) 
 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

 Jean Naugle 

 

When November arrives, we immediately think of Thanksgiving.  

 

Thanks: to each College Club member for your contributions to our 

Fall fundraising efforts. A special shout out to Mari McDevitt, the 

calendar production and distribution teams; to Cathy Hirschhorn for 

hosting the Clothing Drive, and Marie Leppert for coordinating the 

Fabio’s fundraiser.  

 

In addition thanks to Tish Isack who is our Service Award honoree 

for supporting our scholarship recipients throughout the year through 

emails and texts and guiding our scholarship committee. We omitted a 

photo of Tish in our previous newsletter*, and I apologize for the 

oversight.  

 

Giving: Please volunteer for College Night on November 14th. Our 

presence at SPFHS reflects the College Club’s mission to support 

education and demonstrates our commitment of service to the 

community.  

 

Please join us on November 18th for our next meeting and program 

which features Tom Kranz who has been donating his time to update 

and maintain our website: check us out @ fspcollegeclub.org.  

 

Finally, November also reminds us, women to remain engaged in our 

opportunity to vote. Marie Leppert reminded me that the women of NJ 

had the right to vote in 1800 but that was taken away from them (us) 

until the women’s voting rights – the 19th amendment was ratified in 

1920.  

 

We invite you to participate in our meetings, offer suggestions to grow 

our Club and support one another.  

From Helen Keller: “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so 

much.” 
 

 

 
 

*Editor’s Note:  Look for Tish’s photo in next month’s edition!   
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PROGRAM – November 18, 7:30 p.m. Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert 

On Monday evening, November 18th, our program will be "The Many Lives 

of Tom Kranz".  Tom is a Fanwood resident and a longtime volunteer.  His 

work career encompassed 36 years in radio and television where he had 

some exciting experiences which he'll share. In his later years he worked for 

The Chelsea Sr. Living in Fanwood and as information officer for 

Fanwood.  At this point he is a writer of non-fiction books and fiction.  He 

will have some of his books available at our meeting. We would LOVE 

everyone to BRING A GUEST to enjoy this wonderful program!   

 

FABIO’s FUNDRAISER – A SUCCESS! Marie Leppert  

 

Thank you to all the supportive College Club members who 

distributed fliers to friends, who worked shifts that day and 

ordered take-out or dined in with family or friends.  These 

shift workers did an excellent job:  Tricia Aiere, Barbara 

Catterall, Tish Isack, Anne Butler, Meril Davies, Kathy 

Egenton,  

Pat Goldberger, Mari Mc Devitt, Ellen Harrison, Tish Isack,  

Mari Mc Devitt, Liz Murad, Ginger Rachko, Joanne 

Sheffield, Joan Skubish, and Pat Swick.   

 

Because of your efforts we have $810.00 for 

scholarships.  We raised $630; Fabio's added $70, and in 

addition we received additional cash donations of $110.  (Photo a screenshot from 

Facebook—Marie Leppert surrounded by the owners,  

Ronnie Vojka and Greg Kowalczyk.) 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP Mary Cappio and Liz Murad 

 

What a lovely October meeting with lovely music and dancing, and 

plenty of tasty fall treats! Our candy corn contest winners were  

Teri DiGitano, Tish Isack, Thena Rosahl, and Marcia Anderson — 

congrats, ladies! 

 

Three women indicated interest in the Club, and we have reached 

out to them via email regarding our November meeting and sent a copy of the October 

newsletter. Be sure to mention to your neighbors and colleagues how important College Club 

is to you and how you'd like to share your experiences with them; if they're comfortable, send 

their email and they'll get a welcome response from us. 

 

For November's meeting, we'd like to hear from you: Why are you thankful for College 

Club in your life? We'll have index cards and pens for you to share your thoughts (which can 

be anonymous if you're shy). 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 

Thank you for your generous donations of socks. You donated 

over 240 pairs of socks!  It’s going to get cold eventually and 

there is always a need for socks. 

 

For November, our Thanksgiving basket will 

be for a family of seven.  We will again be 

using “Sign Up Genius” on-line to assist in gathering the needed foods.  

 

An email will be sent out on Tuesday October 29th with sign up directions. 

Cathy is away from November 5-15 so if you have any questions please call 

Connie. Items can be dropped off at Cathy, Connie or Pat’s home.   

All donations are needed by November 24th.  

  

 

LITERATURE  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 

 

Our November selection is Long Island by Colm Toibin. This meeting 

will be held on Tuesday, November 12th at 7:30 p.m. at the home of 

Joanne Sheffield ~ 1415 Graymill Drive, Scotch Plains.  Joanne will 

also serve as the discussion leader. All are welcome. 

  

This novel is described by Goodreads as follows —"From the beloved, 

critically acclaimed New York Times bestselling author comes a 

spectacularly moving and intense novel of secrecy, misunderstanding, and 

love, the story of Eilis Lacey, the complex and enigmatic heroine of Brooklyn, Tóibín’s most 

popular work, twenty years later." 

 

There will be no book club meeting in December, but we will meet on 

January 14, 2025, at the home of Marie Leppert, to review Jeannette Walls’ 

Hang the Moon.   

 
Set during the early 1900s and the Prohibition years, the novel depicts Sallie's 

rise to influence and power in the small town of Caywood after she returns to 

the family estate from what is basically exile. 

 

 
COLLEGE NIGHT  Sue Spirko & Pat Goldberg 

THURSDAY, NOV 14, 2024 

 

College Night 2024 is just 2 weeks away, on Thursday, November 14 

from 7 to 8:30.  As of 10/25, 112 College Reps have signed up to 

attend.  Food donations for the light dinner served to the College 

Representatives are still needed as well as volunteers for the evening.  An email with the list 

of donations needed was sent out on Friday, November 1st. Please consider signing up for 

something so we can make this College Night a success!  You will be reminded of what you 

signed up for the weekend before College Night.  Thank You very much for all your help! 
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SCHOLARSHIP  Tish Isack 

 
From Chloe Howell at the University of San Diego 

 
My semester started off super busy with new challenges, but I've been able to take them on in stride. 

As swim team captain I've had many more duties with my new teammates, acting as a role model and 
keeping up more communication with my coaches. I'm also a TA for biological psychology-- my 

professor from last semester recommended me for the position in August!  

 
I am in the middle of a project for my Qualitative Sociological Methods class. My classmate and I are 

observing and interviewing the homeless community in San Diego at the homeless shelter where my 

classmate works. We are interested in companionship between homeless dog owners and their pets. 

Visiting the homeless lot has been super eye-opening and rewarding.  
 

Now that I'm in a groove, I've been exploring San Diego more! I've gone snorkeling with the leopard 

sharks four times so far! I miss the fall colors and leaves that I'm sure are on their way in SPF.  
 

I'm super happy at school and appreciate your constant support! I hope you have been well, and I look 

forward to hearing from you again! 

 

LADIES WHO LUNCH  Ginger Rachko 

 

Ready for some pub food?  Members are planning to meet for lunch at  

 

Darby Road,  

450 Park Ave, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076   

on Wednesday, November 13, at 12:30 pm. 

 

Please contact Ginger by Monday, Nov. 11th to confirm attendance.  

Call or text her @ (908-334-0980).  If texting, please note your name if not part of her 

contact list.  All members are invited!   

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

Lifelong Friends! 
Last month we reported that 

Marie Leppert and Sustaining 

Member, Ann Wickson, were 

able to visit each other and enjoy 

their old haunts in Scotch Plains 

and take in the sights of 

Broadway, the Big Roc and 

Alexander Hamilton’s home in 

Harlem.  Ann sent this lovely 

picture of both she and Marie! 
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Pat Coffey Swick attended a 60th 

Anniversary Gala for Mother Seton 

Regional High School in October. 

Pictured are friends/members of her 

H.S. 1968 graduating class, five of 

whom attended school with her since 

Kindergarten at St. John the Apostle in 

Clark!  (One friend, Jo-Ann Dorio-

Fyne was in Pat’s homeroom each year 

from Kindergarten through Senior year 

of HS. Still lifelong friends after all 

these years!) 
(Top row, L-R:  Nancy Connelly, Jo-Ann Dorio Fyne, Pat King, Kathleen Hunter, and Brenda Vitrano DiMassi 

Bottom row:  Pat Coffey Swick, Sheila Mulrennan.) 

 

 

Barbara Cronenberger’s friend's 

husband works for Union County 

Parks and, as such, their family rents 

the one occupied residence in “The 

Deserted Village, Feltville,” where his 

duties include caretaking some of the 

old structures.  

 

During the County's "Four Centuries 

in a Weekend," Barbara got to settle 

on their front porch and demonstrate 

hand spinning with her wheel. 

 

Just another talent of Barbara’s that 

was unknown to many of us!! 
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Congratulations to Liz Murad and her husband Ron!  They celebrated a second family 

wedding ceremony during this 2024 year! (Their 

daughter Maggie got married in April!)   

 

Karen Murad wed Darren Watson in a 

joyful wedding (four and a half years in 

the making) on October 12th at the 

James Ward Mansion in Westfield.  

Karen is keeping her last name as is Darren.        Pictured with Liz, Karen is wearing pearl 

earrings her grandfather gave her, and the pearl necklace given to Liz by Ron. 

The second picture shows the entire extended family at the James Ward Mansion.  A beautiful 

wedding party!  

 

 

St Bart's held a Sock Hop on October 5th and a couple of College Club members were there 

dancing the night away! 

 

 

Mari McDevitt and her 

husband Monk look like 

they are ready to dance a 

good jitterbug. 

 

Bernadette Hoyer and 

Pat Goldberg came 

dressed in typical 50’s 

garb ready to dance the 

night away! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELSH AFTERNOON TEA 

 

For a sizable number of years, Meril Davies has donated to the Spring Luncheon Silent 

Auction, a Welsh Afternoon Tea for four (4).  This year’s winner was our President Jean Naugle! 

Pictured below is Jean with her friends in Meril’s backyard partaking in the Welsh feast! 

 



November 2024 – CC of F-SP Newsletter 7 

 

 
 
Above: Meril’s friend, Meril Davies and her 

daughter Carys served their guests in style. 
 

Above:  Jean Naugle, Theresa Shahbazian, 

Dorothy Russell and Teresa Grasso enjoying tea and all the goodies 

 
If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick.   

We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike! 

 
 

 
Celebrations 

NOVEMBER:   

Barbara Hendrick (SM) (3) 
Carol Campell  (9) 

 

DECEMBER  JANUARY 

Barbara Timko (SM)   (5) Thena Rosahl   (2) 

Elaine Carman    (7) Ellen Sherry (SM) (25) 

Joan Skubish    (8) Mary Clare Levins (SM) (28) 

Natalie Becker  (13) Meril Davies (30) 

Carol Lutz  (13) 

Mary Lou Ricker (SM)  (14) 

Connie Klock  (16) 

Mari McDevitt (18) 
Judy Terry (EM)  (22) 

Peggy Tan (SM)  (25) 

Rhonda Riesenberg  (30) 

Ann Butler (SM)  (31) 

 

 SM = Sustaining Member           EM = Emeritus Member 

 

Whether you are a proclaimed “Righty or Lefty,” an 

Independent, or Uncertain—if you haven’t already 

done so, remember to be engaged and use your 

opportunity to VOTE on Tuesday, November 5th!  
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The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

Tribute Fund 
 

 

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or 

Endowment Funds.  Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donations by cash or check but 

the Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as 

contributions. 

 

Please designate either: 

___________ Scholarship Fund       or                  __________ Endowment Fund 

 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation: 

 

_____  In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

_____  In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

_____  On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College 

Club FSP) and mail with this form to:  

 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

P.O. Box 32 

Fanwood, NJ  07023 

 

Contributor’s Name and Address: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


