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S A V E   

T H E  D A T E !  

FEB 11TH  – BOOK CLUB 
@ JOANNE SHEFFIELD’S  
(MASTER SLAVE HUSBAND 

WIFE)   (PG. 5)  
 
FEB 17TH    
EXEC. BD. MTG @ 7 PM  
PROGRAM @ 7:30 PM 
“LEONARD BERNSTEIN’S LIFE” 
@ MIRA VIE  (PG. 1) 
 
FEB. 28TH – OUTREACH 
BABY SUPPLIES AS NOTED  

(PG. 4) 
 
FEB 15 –SUBMIT 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS  
 
APR 27 – “GARDEN PARTY” 
SPRING LUNCHEON  (PG. 1-2) 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Jean Naugle 

February has arrived! The 10 darkest weeks of the year began on November 16th and 

ended on January 22nd. The days will begin to grow lighter and hopefully warmer. 

The scholarship application submission is open until February 15th   Then our dedicated 

Scholarship Committee will begin the preparation and review process to select the next 

group of women who will receive our financial support. That means we need to get 

busy preparing for the Spring Event. Our luncheon theme is “Garden Party.” Please 

contribute to our fundraising efforts – lottery scratch off tickets, wine, gift basket, silent 

auction, 50/50 and Shop Rite raffles which will be offered to our guests. Begin to reach 

out this month to your family and friends to attend our luncheon on Sunday,  

April 27th at The Westwood.  

February 13th is known as Galantine’s Day.  We “gals” in College Club share a 

common vision and mission to educate and to serve. Our friendships are a powerful 

support for one another and for our recipients. Please remember HUGS 

(Help Us Give Support). If you know a Club member or if you have a need; speak with 

Jean.  

Let us celebrate with and cherish the fantastic women in our lives ♥ ♥ 

 

PROGRAM Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert 

On Monday, February 17th we will enjoy a program about 

Leonard Bernstein—versatile composer, conductor, teacher 

and activist.   

 

John Kenrick, entertainment historian, will discuss 

Bernstein’s career and unconventional private life.  Marie enjoyed this 

program at the JCC last year and wants you to enjoy it too!  It is better than the 

movie!  

 

 

SPRING LUNCHEON Jean Naugle 

The Club’s “Garden Party" will be on Sunday, April 27th  

from 12 noon to 4:00 pm at The Westwood in Garwood.  

The menu includes: 

• Salad:  Plated Ceasar Salad  
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• Choice of hot entree: Short Ribs, Salmon or Chicken Duet (chicken and shrimp)  

• Dessert:  Strawberry Mousse.  

• For vegetarians:  vegetable ravioli  

• For vegans: vegetable tower.  

• Soft drinks and water are included with the meal and there will be a cash bar.  

 

Please provide specific dietary needs to us prior to April 17th when our 

reservation count is due to the venue.   

The cost for the luncheon is $65.  

 

Encourage your friends and family to join us for this fun afternoon. We will offer Gift Baskets 

with a Restaurant Row, Silent Auction, 50/50 and Shop Rite Gift Card raffles. Be on the 

lookout for an email with instructions for picking up your raffle tickets to purchase or to 

sell. Every dollar we earn goes to the Scholarship Fund. We hope to surpass our profits from 

last year’s event.  

If you are soliciting from a local business, please reach out to Tricia Aiere who will be tracking the 

members, so we do not have multiple requests made to the same location. You can 

email Tricia @ trrk908@comcast.net or call her at 201-647-3577. (SEE ATTACHED LETTER, FORM 

and Tax Exempt form to use when requesting donations.  Please also use the Donation Form for your 

personal donation basket) 

As we announced at the January general meeting, Connie Salisbury,2 Fieldcrest Drive, SP can accept 

your: 

• Gift baskets,  

• lottery tickets,  

• wine and  

• gift cards  

Meril Davies will accept Silent Auction items at her home: 24 Essex Road, SP.  

 

Please call to confirm when you are making a delivery to them (Connie and Meril).   

PLEASE submit your baskets, lottery tickets, wine and gift cards and SILENT AUCTION 

donations no later than APRIL 1st   (That’s right—APRIL FOOLS DAY!)  

We are grateful to the Lusk/Culley families for their generous donation of a $500 Shop Rite Gift Card 

for our raffle. Each ticket is $5.00.  Dorothy Lusk will manage the Shop Rite raffle tickets.  

Sue Spirko will oversee the 50/50 raffle. Each ticket will be $5.00 for a chance to win one of three 

prizes. The more tickets we sell the bigger the prize amounts.  

If you have questions please reach out to Jean, Joan, Laurie, Terri or Tricia so we can assist 

you.  Women supporting women! That’s what we are all about.  

 

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/
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MEMBERSHIP Mary Cappio/Liz Murad/Liz Blanchard 

 

Hello College Club Members, 

As Valentine’s Day approaches, we want to take a moment to 

remind you just how special you are. The College Club is a 

community of incredible, inspiring individuals who share a 

common bond and commitment to supporting one another. Each of 

you brings something unique and valuable to our group, and we want to celebrate that! 

This Valentine’s Day, we encourage you to take a step back and reflect on how amazing you 

truly are. Whether it's your leadership, your creativity, your dedication, or simply the kindness 

you show to others, your contributions make a difference every day. We’re grateful for each 

and every one of you, and we hope you feel that love and appreciation from our entire 

community. 

As a reminder, our next meeting is right around the corner—the meeting on February 17th  

promises to be extra special! Why not bring a friend along to share in the fun and friendship 

and hear all about Leonard Bernstein? If you know someone who could benefit from being 

part of our inspiring group, this is the perfect opportunity for them to experience what we’re 

all about. 

Let’s make this Valentine’s season about celebrating the bonds we’ve already built and the 

new friendships that are yet to come. We look forward to seeing you there, along with your 

special guest! 

With warm wishes and heartfelt gratitude,  Liz, Mary and Liz. 

_____________________________ 

Back in November, we asked you to share what makes you thankful for the College Club, and 

your replies were absolutely heartwarming. Here are a few that were not published in last 

month’s newsletter: 

 

“I am so grateful to get to know so many bright, accomplished, well-read, kind, and 

wonderful women. I have been in the club for 13 years and it has been a very positive and 

rewarding experience.” 

 

“For the opportunity to be part of something bigger than my day-to-day life.” 

 

“What I love about being a member of College Club: terrific mission; great women; good 

camaraderie; meet new friends; long-lasting friendships; the dynamics of people working 

together for a common cause; being deeply involved in community; interesting topics.” 

 

“Many wonderful women I have met and worked with, and the accomplished young women 

we are able to assist through college.” 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 2025 Joan Skubish 

 

It is not too early to begin thinking about your role in the College 

Club next year. Please contact Joan Skubish, who is chairing the 

Nominating Committee, if you are interested in a position on the 

Board or in chairing a committee. Board members who are interested 

in remaining in their current positions should also contact Joan. 

Please consider taking on a leadership position with the Club, either 

as an officer or head of a Standing or Ways and Means Committee.  

 

 

ACTIVITIES (MANSION IN MAY) Joan Skubish and Meril Davies 

 

Every two or three years the Women’s 

Association for Morristown Medical Center 

(WAMMC) puts together their signature 

fundraiser—a designer mansion and gardens 

which can be toured any day during the month of 

May. This year, the Mansion is Wildfair in 

Chester and we would like to put together a group 

to tour the mansion. Tickets are $50.00 and can be 

purchased on the WAMMC website 

(https://www.mansioninmay.org/tickets). Please let Meril or Joan know if you are interested 

in this event and we can pick a day in May and carpool to Chester. 

 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 

Thank you for the cake mixes & frosting that were collected 

last month. They were distributed to our local pantries. 

 

The February outreach will be for the Plainfield HS Teen 

Parenting Program. Thank you to Thena for bringing the 

group to our attention.  We will be collecting: 

• Diapers  (sizes:  Newborn – 2)  

• wipes 

• Enfamil infant formula (purple one) 

• Enfamil regular formula (yellow one) 

 

We will collect at the general meeting and at our homes as usual 

throughout February. 

 

Thank you again for all your support & generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mansioninmay.org/tickets
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LITERATURE  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 

Our February selection is the Pulitzer Prize winning “Master Slave Husband 

Wife” by Ilyon Woo. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 11, 

2025, at 7:30 p.m.  The location has been changed to the home of Joanne 

Sheffield, 1415 Graymill Drive, Scotch Plains.  Tish Isack will lead the 

discussion. 

 

“Master Slave Husband Wife” tells the true story of the escape of Ellen and 

William Craft, two 19th-century American abolitionists, from slavery.  Ellen 

and William were an enslaved couple who escaped from Georgia in 1848.  Since Ellen was 

light-skinned, she was able to disguise herself as a disabled white gentleman with William as 

her manservant. 

_________________________________________ 

 

Looking ahead, on Tuesday, March 11 we will discuss “The Little Liar” by 

Mitch Albom.  Mari McDevitt, 1475 Golf Street, Scotch Plains will be our 

host.  Barbara Catterall will lead the discussion. 

 

“The Little Liar” tells the story of Nico Krispis, a young Greek boy, Fannie, 

his classmate and Sebastian, his brother and how their lives are affected by the 

war from 1936-1983.  The story is narrated by Truth. 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP  Tish Isack 

 

Believe it or not—the 2025-2026 College Club Scholarship Applications are available 

through the SPF HS Counseling office or our website and need to be submitted on or before  

February 15th.     

 

Here are a few more of the notes that have been received from our 2024-2025 Scholarship 

Recipients: 

 

I hope this email finds you well. I am emailing to share updates from my sophomore fall at 

the College of New Jersey and express eternal gratitude! I am hoping that you can share 

this email with the rest of the College Club members as well:) 

 

I am excited to share that two weeks ago, I officially declared my major as Sociology; I 

am interested in being a school guidance counselor or school social worker! I just met 

with my academic adviser to discuss my sociology classes for the Spring semester and am 

very excited. 

 

I am still an active member of the Bonner Community Scholars Program on campus. This 

semester, I am the co-site leader for my community service site team; I am still working 

with Urban Promise Trenton, tutoring and mentoring students K-12 every Monday. So 

far, since this August, I have completed 110 community service hours!!  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellen_and_William_Craft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellen_and_William_Craft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slavery_in_the_United_States
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I am also still the TCNJ Middle School Day Intern, working with faculty to bring 300 

eighth-grade students from Trenton to TCNJ for a whole day in March!  

 

I am also applying to three new commitments for the Spring: the TCNJ Ambassadors 

Program, an E-Board position for my sorority, and Omicron Delta Kappa (a national 

leadership honor society). All of these applications are in the works, so hopefully, I can 

continue to further my engagement on campus in the Spring! 

 

Overall, my fall of sophomore year has been amazing; I have loved my involvements and 

classes and am living with some of my best friends! I cannot thank the College Club and 

all the members enough for allowing me to pursue all these opportunities. I am forever 

grateful! I will share more updates soon and have attached some pictures below:)  

 

Wishing everyone all the best,  

Jessica Gallagher 

__________ 

 

My semester started off super busy with new challenges, but I've been able to take them on 

in stride. As swim team captain I've had many more duties with my new teammates, acting 

as a role model and keeping up more communication with my coaches. I'm also a TA for 

biological psychology-- my professor from last semester recommended me for the position 

in August!  

 

I am in the middle of a project for my Qualitative Sociological Methods class. My 

classmate and I are observing and interviewing the homeless community in San Diego at 

the homeless shelter where my classmate works. We are interested in companionship 

between homeless dog owners and their pets. Visiting the homeless lot has been super eye-

opening and rewarding.  

 

Now that I'm in a groove, I've been exploring San Diego more! I've gone snorkeling with 

the leopard sharks four times so far! I miss the fall colors and leaves that I'm sure are on 

their way in SPF. I've attached some photos that I would love to share with you and the 

rest of the College Club about my semester so far. 

 

I'm super happy at school and appreciate your constant support! I hope you have been 

well, and I look forward to hearing from you again! 

 

Best, 

Chloe 

__________ 

 

Hi Ms. Isack  

 

I hope you had a great Thanksgiving! 

 

I had a great time with my family, and I wanted to send a quick update as the College 

Club is one of the many things I am grateful for!  
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I have about 3 weeks left in this semester, softball has been going well, I'm one of 4 

pitchers on the team and it's looking like I'll be getting some playing time in the spring 

season! I'm taking calculus, physics, microeconomics, fundamentals of engineering, and a 

gender and celebrity class. I have above A-'s in all my classes. From this point on, I'm just 

looking towards getting good grades on my finals. I just wanted to say how thankful I am 

for not only the College Club but also the scholarship you awarded me in May.  

 

 

Thank you again! 

I hope you have an amazing Holiday Season! 

Sairah Llano 

 

 

LADIES WHO LUNCH  Ginger Rachko / Mari McDevitt 

 

Ready for a nice lunch?  Meet the ladies from College Club at: 

 

Bovella’s Mountainside 

1085 Route 22 East, Mountainside, NJ 07092 

on Wednesday, February 26, at 12:30 pm. 

(4th Wednesday of the month) 

 

PLEASE contact Mari McDevitt by Monday, February 24th to confirm attendance.  

(This location gets crowded, so be sure you let her know that you want to be included in the 

reservation!!)   

 

Call or text Mari @ (908-917-5979).  If you are texting, please note your name if not part of 

her contact list.  All members are invited!   

 

 

MEMBER NEWS  Pat Swick and Membership 
 

 

Emeritus Member, Luba Schnable and her husband Skip 

Ungar have moved.  They are now residing at:  

 

Sunrise 

404 King George Rd.  

Apt. 217 

Basking Ridge, N.J. 07920 

 

PLEASE make the change in your directory. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We have two new members!  Margaret Dunleavy and Lesley Aman.  

This month, I would like to introduce you to Margaret.   
 

Margaret lives with her husband Brian in Mira Vie’s independent 

living area.  (This makes it very convenient for her to come to our 
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programs and meetings!)  Margaret related that she has a “lifetime commitment to the value 

of education not only from a career standpoint but more importantly because it adds so much 

value to our lives in terms of appreciation of the arts, travel and culture.” 

 
“In my brief time with the SPF College Club, I am really impressed with commitment of all 

your members and the quality of your efforts at raising scholarship money. The Club is a real 

asset to the community.  

 

Having been a member of the Westfield College Women's Club for 20 plus years,(President 

for 2 years, Scholarship Chairman 4 years), I can say that the SPF Club efforts take a back 

seat to none! Bravo! 

 

I have really enjoyed my membership so far and have been so impressed with all the fine work 

being done by the Club to provide scholarships. The Club is such an outstanding resource 

and ongoing asset to the community.” 

 

Margaret enjoys: Reading, Travel, Genealogy, Lifetime Learning, Politics and Current 

Events, Knitting and Sewing. 

 

Thank you, Margaret, for the lovely sentiments regarding our beloved Club.  We hope you 

continue to enjoy the meetings and get to know our wonderful members!  ~ Pat 

 

Please add Margaret’s contact details to your Directory: 

 

Dunleavy, Margaret Barrett (Brian)  Cell:  732-272-4575 

295 South Avenue, Independent Living Apt. 27, Fanwood  barrdun@comcast.net 

University of Massachusetts at Amherst 

Birthday  – June 2 

  

If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick.   

We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike! 

 

 
 

 
Celebrations 

FEBRUARY  MARCH 
Lillian Wiener   (4) Tish Isack    (5) 

Liz Murad (10) Pat Swick (16) 

Bernadette Hoyer (15) Margaret MacIntyre (26) 

Marilyn Rector (19) 
Carol Kiley (23) 

Ellen Harrison (25) 

Virginia Citera (26) 
Jen Rohman (26) 

 

* SM = Sustaining Member   ** EM = Emeritus Member 
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The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains  

Tribute Fund 
 

 

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or 

Endowment Funds.  Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donations by cash or check but 

the Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as 

contributions. 

 

Please designate either: 

___________ Scholarship Fund       or                  __________ Endowment Fund 

 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation: 

 

_____  In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

_____  In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

_____  On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College 

Club FSP) and mail with this form to:  

 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

P.O. Box 32 

Fanwood, NJ  07023 

 

Contributor’s Name and Address: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


