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SAVE
THE DATE!

JAN 14™ - Book CLUB
@ MARIE LEPPERT’S
(HANG THE MOON BY
JEANETTE WALLS)

JAN, 20™

EXEC. BD. MTG @ 7 PM
PROGRAM @ 7:30 PM
IN-PERSON MEETING @
MIRA VIE

JAN. 24™ — OUTREACH
COLLECTING CAKE MIXES AND
ICING CONTAINERS

FEB 15 —SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS MUST BE
SUBMITTED ON OR BEFORE
THIS DATE.

PROGRAM

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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JANUARY 2025

Jean Naugle

From “A House Called Tomorrow” by Alberto Rios:

“Look back only for as long as you must,
Then go forward into history you will make. ”

College Club begins the new year—2025—by “making” many new and exciting
opportunities:

*

*

We will begin accepting applications for our scholarship committee to
review.

We will collaborate on our Spring Event which will be held on April 27™
at the Westwood in Garwood.

We will gather for our monthly meetings at Mira Vie and enjoy our next
program on January 20" to hear about an Arctic polar bear expedition
from one of SPFHS teachers, Zachary Rittner.

We will work to sell raffle tickets and gather donations for our Spring
Event.

We will provide community service support through our outreach
projects.

We will host a Scholarship dinner in May to meet and congratulate our
scholarship recipients and their families.

We will welcome new members and strengthen the bonds of friendship
among our members as we honor the memory of the women who built
the College Club.

With every good wish for you and your loved ones to go forward into 2025 with
peace in your hearts, your homes, and in our world.

Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert

Last year Zachary Rittner, AP environmental Science teacher at our high
school, shared with us his students and studies on wildlife conservation in
the classroom. On Monday evening, January 20", he will be presenting
“A Teacher's Reflections on the Arctic Adventure of a Lifetime.” In
2023, TV host, Chris Morgan, invited Zach to join him in an Arctic polar
bear expedition. He continues to win awards. This year the Education
Foundation of Scotch Plains-Fanwood supplied a grant to further his
endeavors at the high school.
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MEMBERSHIP Mary Cappio and Liz Murad

Back in November, we asked you to share what makes you
thankful for the College Club, and your replies were absolutely
heartwarming. Hope these sentiments bring you joy in the New

/ . Year:
i | “Thankful for all the dear friendships formed while helping the young

ladies in SPF.”

“The camaraderie of the members.”’

“I am thankful for the wonderful women | have met through the Club and the any friendships | have
made. College Club is like a second family.”

“I have enjoyed the friendships | have made through College Club. I especially enjoy the book
group.”

“Thankful to College Club for special friendships developed over the years, and the opportunities to
be able to engage in community outreach activities.”

“I treasure the friendships that | have developed in my years as a member of the College Club. It also
makes me feel good to be part of the service projects that College Club undertakes to raise money for
the scholarships for our local young women. ”

“I am grateful for the chance to get to meet, know, and be inspired by all the wonderful women in the
club while also helping raise money for scholarships for girls in town. ”

>

“I am grateful for the wonderful ladies in our book group and the insightful discussions we have.’
“I'm grateful for College Club because one can belong for life. PTA and Music Boosters are great
but end when our kids leave school. | moved to Florida in 2001, and when I returned 22 years later, |
was welcomed back as if | had never left. Thank you, College Club!”

“Thankful for the ladies who organize College Night at the high school.”

“I am very grateful that College Club of FSP continues to assist and encourage young women to grow
by furthering their education.”

“Knowing that we are helping mold strong, independent women who will be the leaders of tomorrow,
as well as building relationships.”

“I am thankful for College Club and the opportunity to be involved in Community Service while
making new friends and interacting with the future female leaders of our community.”

“I'm grateful to meet and work with so many engaged and dedicated women working together to help
the next generation of women meet their educational goals. ”
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury

Cheers to a healthy and

Communit “sweet” New Year!

For January, we will be

OUTREACH
collecting favorite CAKE

m MIXES and containers of

ICING. This month’s outreach will go to our area food
pantries. Your contributions can be dropped off at our homes or brought to this month’s
general meeting on January 20. The last day for drop off at one of homes is January 241",

LITERATURE Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield

Our first book of the new year will be “Hang the Moon” by Jeanette Walls.
Pessssssmsm - Marie Leppert will be our host on Tuesday, January 14 at 7:30 p.m. Marie

Jeannette |jves at The Chelsea, across the street from our new general meeting location.

’ Her address is 306 South Ave., but the front of the building facing South

Avenue says 316 .
Please, park in the lot behind her building and walk to the entrance at the
back of the building. Ring her apartment number 306 and Marie will buzz
. you in. Marie will also lead the discussion.

Marie will host again in February on Tuesday the 11th at 7:30 p.m. We will be
discussing the Pulitzer Prize winning "*Master Slave Husband Wife” by
Ilyon Woo. Tish Isack will lead the discussion.

“Master Slave Husband Wife” tells the true story of the escape of

Ellen and William Craft, two 19th-century American abolitionists,

from slavery. Ellen and William were an enslaved couple who escaped from
Georgia in 1848. Since Ellen was light-skinned, she was able to disguise
herself as a disabled white gentleman with William as her manservant.

SCHOLARSHIP Tish Isack

A special shout out to Joanne Sheffield, Treasure and Scholarship Committee member for
assuring that the second installment of the Scholarship funds were sent to each recipient’s
college/university on a timely basis.

Believe it or not—the 2025-2026 College Club Scholarship Applications are available
through the SPF HS Counseling office or our website and need to be submitted on or before

February 15". @

We received a number of update notes from our 2024-2025 Scholarship Recipients. Here
are a few of the notes submitted (more to follow next month):
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Before | begin discussing my semester, | would like to express my gratitude for the support you all
have provided. No one can truly accomplish anything alone and | am so grateful that so many
strong and accomplished women want to see me succeed in my academic pursuit.

I am proud to share that I finished the fall semester with a GPA of 4.0. This semester started my
upper-division classes toward my Political Science degree as | took a class that discussed the
history of Latino Politics in America. This class was especially intriguing given the country's
landscape throughout the past 6 months and the ongoing presidential campaigns. The class | was
proudest of this semester was my accounting course. Going into my first-ever accounting course, |
have heard nothing but horror stories, but I am pleasantly surprised that I finished with an A and
a newfound respect for accounting. My statistics professor also notified me that | had finished the
course in the top 5% of my Statistics class, which | was pleasantly surprised by. This upcoming
semester, | have to decide on what my business major will be precisely focused on; however, | am
still unsure. I am also proud to share that | have been elected the Finance Specialist of my sorority
for 2025, and | am anxiously anticipating my start!

Happy New Year #¥ Bridget Hernandez

I hope this email finds you and the members of the College Club well. Thank you again to the
College Club for the scholarship, | really appreciate the continued support of my education by the
College Club.

I wrapped up my first semester at the University of Florida and I truly enjoyed all the aspects of
being a “Gator.” Although being so far away from home was an adjustment and this was the first
time | had to share a room with a roommate, | quickly adapted to my new home away from home.
My classes this semester ranged from Psychology and required classes for my major, to a First
Year Florida class where | learned about all of the opportunities at the University of Florida.
Outside of my classes, | joined a variety of clubs including the UF Student Occupational Therapy
Club, where | was selected for a leadership position and the Puppy Club. I am still swimming in
college, as a member of the UF Club Swim Team. | had the opportunity to travel to Georgia Tech
and Florida State University for swim meets and | made many friends on the team.

I was happy to come home for Thanksgiving, and this was the first time that | ever flew on an
airplane by myself. I am now home for a month, and I am enjoying spending a lot of time with
family and friends and am looking forward to Christmas. This upcoming summer, | will have a
very exciting experience - | will have the opportunity to study abroad in Thailand. My study
abroad experience will include OT clinical hours, and well as working in hospitals and clinics in
Thailand. This opportunity will not only fulfill the UF summer requirement, but also give me the
chance of a lifetime to travel to Thailand and get experience for my future career.

I hope that you and the members of the College Club enjoy the holidays! Thank you again to the
College Club for the continued support of my education.
Best, Lily Gaulin

I hope you and the College Club members are doing well. Please share my thanks to everyone, |
really appreciate the financial support from the College Club and seeing your email made me

happy.

I just wrapped up my first semester of my junior year and everything went well. My academic
highlight was being able to start my laboratory research. | spent over 12 hours in the lab every
week and was able to apply what | have been learning in the classroom in a research setting. At
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the end of the semester, | had to do a presentation to my peers about my research. | will continue
my research next semester. | had a very busy semester with 2 lab science classes and my research,
so | am ready for a short break and to enjoy the holidays.

Swimming went well this semester. It was an adjustment because my Mondays were so full of
classes that | had to swim alone on Monday nights for a while, until one of my teammates
volunteered to swim with me which made my Mondays much better. At my mid-season meet |
swam well. The best part of this meet was that on my very last race, | finished first in the 200
Breaststroke. This was the first time that | finished first in a large invitational. | was recognized as
one of the two swimmers of the meet. I have to return to school on December 30th to swim but am
looking forward to traveling with my team to Florida for a week in January.

One thing | have spoken to the College Club members about is my desire to get a summer
laboratory internship. This past summer | worked in an Environmental Testing lab located about
45 minutes away from home. | went from never driving out of Union County to a commute on
Routes 24, 287, and 80 multiple days a week to Fairfield, NJ. I not only learned the testing
procedures and ran the tests | was assigned, but | also learned the tests so quickly that | was
asked to train new employees. While the commute and the hours were long, | was able to get a lot
of real work experience. And now for the best news that | found out yesterday...| started applying
for internships for this upcoming summer. After a phone interview on Monday, | was offered a
research internship at Bristol Myers Squibb in New Brunswick this summer. It has always been a
dream of mine to work in a research laboratory in a large pharmaceutical company and this
dream will now become a reality.

| feel that the College Club helped to prepare me for a successful interview. At my first College
Club Scholarship dinner, 1 was so nervous about making a speech but was more comfortable after
sharing some delicious cookies with the members at my table. Each year | returned to the College
Club Scholarship dinners, | became more comfortable with public speaking, a critical interview
skill. So, my past three speeches not only gave the College Club members a glimpse into my life,
but it also helped me learn how to speak to new people (though after 3 years, the members are
now friendly faces | am so excited to see).

I am always so thankful for all that the College Club has done for me. | hope that you and all of
the College Club members enjoy the holidays.

Thanks, Katelyn Gaulin

I hope this message finds you well and that you and the ladies are having a wonderful start to the
holiday season. With Thanksgiving approaching, | wanted to take a moment to express my sincere
gratitude once again for the generous scholarship that supported me during my first year at the
University of Texas at Austin. Your contribution made a

significant difference in my ability to focus on my academics and pursue my passions!

I am excited to share with you some of the ways | have been actively involved on campus this
semester. | have joined the Alpha Chi Omega Sorority, where | am proud to be part of a
sisterhood that is dedicated to supporting the fight against domestic violence. Through our
chapter, I've had the opportunity to contribute to several advocacy initiatives and volunteer
efforts aimed at raising awareness and supporting survivors.

In addition to my involvement in Alpha Chi Omega, I also joined two incredible student
organizations: the Kendra Scott Women's Entrepreneurship Club and the Austin Texas Nursing
Association. In both clubs, | have had the chance to volunteer and engage with like-minded
individuals who are passionate about making a positive impact.
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I am also happy to share that, despite the challenges of adjusting to college-level coursework, I've
been able to maintain strong grades and stay focused on my studies. Your support has played a
pivotal role in helping me balance academics with extracurricular involvement, and | am truly
thankful for that. Some of my favorite college moments so far have been watching longhorn
football at DKR and studying by the pool at Gregg gym!

As | continue my college journey, | am committed to making the most of every opportunity and
working hard to give back in the ways I've described. Wishing you a joyful and blessed
Thanksgiving! Thank you once again for your generosity, and | look forward to keeping you
updated!

With gratitude, Katelyn Lester

LADIES WHO LUNCH Ginger Rachko

Ready for some pub food? Members are planning to meet for lunch at:

Darby Road,
450 Park Ave, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
on Wednesday, January 15, at 12:30 pm.

Please contact Ginger by Monday, December 13 to confirm
attendance. Call or text her @ (908-334-0980). If texting, please note your name if not
part of her contact list. All members are invited!

MEMBER NEWS

Member and EPA’s Dr. Marcia Anderson scored the cover story in
the October edition of NE IPM Insights Newsletter. The article is
entitled “ Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs: When You Go Inside to
Escape the Autumn Chill, They're Not Far Behind”. The fall equinox
(September 22) sets off the fall stink bug migration. The article
answers many common questions such as: How and Why Do They
Choose Their Overwintering Sites? Why Would They Choose My
Home over the House Down the Street? ...

AND two weeks ago, another article was published: “Encountering Bed Bugs while
Traveling.” Just click on the title below and it will link you to the article. This article was
found in the NE IPM publication: Insights, sponsored by Cornell University.

Encountering Bed Bugs While Traveling

Travelers could encounter bed bugs anywhere from hotels to friends’ and family members’
homes. These troublesome biting pests are excellent at hiding and hitchhiking, but some basic
knowledge of how to inspect rooms and avoid bringing bed bugs home can help travelers
avoid having to deal with infestations of their own. (December 2024)
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¥ < Pat and Bill Swick’s youngest
I daughter, Megan, became
engaged to Dan Franks on

L January 4". Looks like there will
be a wedding to plan for in the
future!
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Tish Isaac submitted a wonderful
Holiday picture of her family!
Looks like they had lots of fun
taking the picture! Love the PJs
and slippers! >
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In the fall, Jean Naugle and Cathy Hirschhorn took a
wonderful trip—a Pilgrimage to Lourdes, France, and Fatima, - =
Portugal, which are locations visited by many devout followers of the Catholic faith. In the
Village of Fatima, on May 13, 1917, The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, appeared to
three young peasant children: Francisco, Jacinta, and Lucia; ages 10, 9 and 7. (For further
information about the miracles and story behind this holy site, see article on Fatima.).
Regarding Lourdes: since 1858, when a 14-year-old peasant named Bernadette Soubirous
proclaimed she had had 18 encounters with the Virgin Mary, Lourdes has become one of the
most visited sites by Catholics in the world. Lourdes has a special appeal for the fragile and
the weak, including wounded military personnel. It attracts more than 5 million pilgrims a
year, many of whom seek to be cured of afflictions.

Below are the pictures and captions submitted by Jean and Cathy!

The first two pictures are at the shrine in Lourdes, France.

The one with the candles is the actual T grotto and the
statue of Mary is where she appeared to Bernadette.
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The walled city of Avila is next— the wall is
the most complete & best-preserved wall in
Spain from the 11" through the 14" centuries.

The picture of
us in the heart
is also in
Lourdes which
is at the base
of the
Pyrenees
bl mountains.

The last picture, to the left, is us at the ancient Roman aqueduct in
Segovia, Spain, built around the first century, without mortar, and
was in use until 1973!

As reported in two direct emails in December, we lost several Emeritus and past Members
during November and December of 2024. Our deepest sympathies to their friends and
families.

e Jane W. Claussen — Emeritus Member passed on Friday, November 15th, 2024, in
New Providence, NJ at the age of 93 years. As you may recall, she lost her husband Dave in July
of this past year. Jane had been a member of the College Club since 1968. A joint celebration of
Jane and Doug's lives together will be held sometime in the spring of 2025. Her full obituary may
be found at this link=> https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/jane-clausen-
obituary?id=56878873

e Emeritus Member, Dorothy Danninger Ericsson, 94, passed away after a short illness on
Saturday, November 23, 2024. Dorothy and her husband were owners of Ericsson Associates, a
private investigation firm, where Dorothy was the first female Private Investigator licensed by
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the State of New Jersey. Her full obituary may be found at this link—>
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/dorothy-ericsson-obituary?id=56873726

e On December 10, 2024, our former College Club member, Dory Ledesma passed away in
Pennsylvania. Several years ago, Dory and her husband Rich relocated from Scotch Plains to
Dresher, PA to be closer to their daughter and granddaughter. Unfortunately, an obit could not be
found. If anyone would like to reach out to her husband, Rich, his address is
907 Jennifer Drive, Dresher, PA 19025.

e Jean Trumpp, the wife of former Fanwood Mayor Theodore Trumpp died on November 25",
Jean was 101 and would have celebrated her 102" Birthday in March. She was a Club member
during the time of Joan Skubish’s mother’s tenure. Her full obituary may be found at this link—>
https://www.fanwoodmemorial.com/obituaries/Jean-B-Trumpp?obld=33875116

If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick.
We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike!

R RRAN
Mg S

Celebrations
JANUARY FEBRUARY
Thena Rosahl 2 Lillian Wiener 4)
Ellen Sherry (SM) (25) Liz Murad (10)
Mary Clare Levins (SM) (28) Bernadette Hoyer (15)
Meril Davies (30) Marilyn Rector (19)
Carol Kiley (23)
Ellen Harrison (25)
Virginia Citera (26)
Jen Rohman (26)

* SM = Sustaining Member ** EM = Emeritus Member
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5 il The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
@?COLLEGE CLUB T .b t F d
e ribute Fun

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or
Endowment Funds. Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donations by cash or check but
the Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as
contributions.

Please designate either:
Scholarship Fund  or Endowment Fund

Please accept my tax-deductible donation:

In Memory of

In Honor of

On the Occasion of

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to:

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College
Club FSP) and mail with this form to:

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
P.O. Box 32
Fanwood, NJ 07023

Contributor’s Name and Address:
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