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S A V E   

T H E  D A T E !  

WED., MARCH 12TH  
(NEW DATE!!!!) –  
BOOK CLUB (PG. 4)  
 
MAR 17TH    
EXEC. BD. MTG @ 7 PM  
PROGRAM @ 7:30 PM 
 
MAR. 17TH – OUTREACH 
(PG. 4) 
 
MAR. 19TH – LADIES WHO 

LUNCH @ 12:30 – MAX’S 
 
APR. 1ST – SILENT AUCTION, 
BASKETS, SCRATCHER 

LOTTERY TICKETS DUE 
 
APR 17TH – LUNCHEON 

RESERVATIONS AND MONEY 

($) DUE.  COUNT BEING 

SUBMITTED TO THE 

WESTWOOD. 
 
APR. 21 –NEXT MEETING AND 

ALL RAFFLE $ AND RETURNED 

TICKETS DUE 
 
APR 27 – “GARDEN PARTY” 
SPRING LUNCHEON  (PG. 2) 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Jean Naugle 

An Irish Blessing to begin the month of March:  

May your thoughts be as glad as shamrocks,  

May your heart be as light as a song, 

May each day bring you bright happy hours that stay with you all the 

yearlong.  

We are looking ahead to our Garden Party ~ Spring Luncheon on April 27th.  

Please do your best to invite as many people as you can to the luncheon.  

Contribute as you are able with lottery tickets, gift cards or baskets, silent auction 

items and wine. This is our other major fundraiser to raise money for the scholarship 

fund and we need every member to participate in our preparations and if possible the 

day of the event.  Our scholarship recipients value and are grateful for our financial 

support.   

 

 Members will receive an envelope with the three tier 50/50 and Shop Rite raffle 

tickets to sell ahead of the luncheon. Also included in the envelope is a form for 

reserving a spot for you and up to 10 friends.  (Most tables will fit up to 10 people.) The 

envelopes are ready and will be distributed by Club members during the next week.   

We are excited with joyful anticipation for another wonderful Spring afternoon together 

at The Westwood.  

If you have any questions about how you can help with the Spring Garden Party 

Luncheon, please reach out. Our impact on young women for future generations is 

essential. 

 

 

PROGRAM Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert 

Please join us on Monday March 18 at 7:30 PM when Barbara Bagger, Regional Program 

Director of Literacy NJ Union County will enlighten us about the literacy 

program.  Through their network of trained volunteers, Literacy NJ provides free personalized 

adult instruction in reading, writing, math and English language 

skills.  Tutors work with adults in small groups to help them achieve 

their personal, professional and educational goals.  

Our meeting takes place at the Mira Vie, 295 South Avenue, Fanwood. 
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SPRING “Garden Party” LUNCHEON Jean Naugle 

The Club’s “Garden Party" will be on Sunday, April 27th  

from 12 noon to 4:00 pm at The Westwood in Garwood.  

The cost for the luncheon is $65.  

The menu includes: 

• Salad:  Plated Ceasar Salad  

• Choice of hot entree: Short Ribs, Salmon or Chicken Duet (chicken and shrimp)  

• Dessert:  Strawberry Mousse.  

• For vegetarians:  vegetable ravioli  

• For vegans: vegetable tower.  

• Gluten free  meals available 

• Soft drinks and water are included with the meal and there will be a cash bar.  

 

Please provide specific dietary needs to us prior to April 17th when our reservation 

count is due to the venue.  All money and reservations are due to  

Dorothy Lusk by APRIL 17th  

 

An envelope with  

• 2 books of 50/50 Raffle Tickets and  

• 5 Shop Rite Gift Card raffle tickets for you to sell ahead of the luncheon  

• A flyer regarding ticket sales and contact information, and 

• a form for submitting your luncheon reservations (also included as an attachment to 

this newsletter) 

The envelopes have begun to be distributed by members.    

We are grateful to the Lusk/Culley families for their generous donation of a $500 Shop Rite Gift Card 

for our raffle. Each ticket is $5.00.  Dorothy Lusk will manage the Shop Rite raffle tickets.  

Sue Spirko will oversee the 50/50 raffle. Each ticket will be $5.00 for a chance to win one of three 

prizes. The more tickets we sell the bigger the prize amounts.  

REMINDER:  APRIL 1st is the deadline for turning in your gift baskets, and items for the 

Silent Auction 

→ Connie Salisbury, 2 Fieldcrest Drive, SP can accept your: 

• Gift baskets,  

• lottery tickets,  

• wine and  

• gift cards  

 

→ Meril Davies will accept Silent Auction items at her home: 24 Essex Road, SP.  

 

Please call to confirm when you are making a delivery to them (Connie and Meril).   
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PLEASE submit your Baskets, lottery tickets, wine and gift cards and SILENT AUCTION 

donations no later than APRIL 1st   (That’s right—APRIL FOOLS DAY!)  

If you have questions please reach out to Jean, Joan, Laurie.  If you are soliciting from a local 

business, please reach out to Tricia Aiere who will be tracking the establishments where 

members are seeking gift cards/certificates, so we do not have multiple requests made to the same 

location. You can email Tricia @ trrk908@comcast.net or call her at 201-647-3577.  Women 

supporting women! That’s what we are all about.  

Every dollar we earn goes to the Scholarship Fund. We hope to surpass our profits from last 

year’s event.  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP Mary Cappio/Liz Murad/Liz Blanchard 

 

Lucky: adjective. Favored by luck; fortunate; meeting with 

good success or good fortune;   happening by chance.   

We are lucky to have such wonderful women who regularly 

gather together towards a common goal. We are fortunate 

that we find friendliness, common interests, and enjoyment with 

each other. We meet with good success by working to raise scholarship funds and, in turn, 

making those recipients feel lucky. 

 

We are lucky, indeed, when new members come our way including our two most 

recent, Peggy and Lesley. Our Club becomes more interesting and more nuanced when 

new outlooks are added to the mix. 

 

As we work towards our Spring fundraiser, I'd like us to look at every attendee as a potential 

new friend who we'd be lucky to have in our club. To that end, I ask every member to 

introduce themselves to at least one person they don't know, thank them for supporting the 

scholarship fund, and wish them LUCK in winning. After all, maybe the 

fabled "Luck o' the Irish" of this month will carry over to April and we'll be 

even richer in friends. 
 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 2025 Joan Skubish 

 

It is not too early to begin thinking about your role in the College Club 

next year. Please contact Joan Skubish, who is chairing the Nominating 

Committee, if you are interested in a position on the Board or in 

chairing a committee. Board members who are interested in remaining in 

their current positions should also contact Joan. Please consider taking on 

a leadership position with the Club, either as an officer or head of a 

Standing or Ways and Means Committee.  

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/
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ACTIVITIES (MANSION IN MAY) Joan Skubish and Meril Davies 

 

Every two or three years the Women’s 

Association for Morristown Medical Center 

(WAMMC) puts together their signature 

fundraiser, a designer mansion and gardens which 

can be toured any day during the month of May. 

This year, the Mansion is Wildfair in Chester, 

and we would like to put together a group to tour 

the mansion. Tickets are $50.00 and can be 

purchased on the WAMMC website 

(https://www.mansioninmay.org/tickets). Please let Meril or Joan know if you are 

interested in this event so the group can pick a day in May and carpool to Chester. 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 

Thanks to everyone for your donations of diapers, wipes & 

formula for the Plainfield HS program. I don't have totals yet 

as the month has not ended as I put this article together. 

 

The outreach for March will be Duncan Donut 

gift cards for the Scholarship young ladies. We will be 

passing a basket at the General meeting to gather the money needed. As previously, 

Resolve will purchase the cards and send them out for us.  

 

 

LITERATURE  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 

Our next book group meeting date has been changed to Wednesday, 

March 12th at  

7:30 PM. we will discuss The Little Liar by Mitch Albom. Mari 

McDevitt, 1475 Golf Street, Scotch Plains will be our host. Barbara 

Catterall will lead the discussion. 

 

“The Little Liar” tells the story of Nico Krispis, a young Greek boy, 

Fannie, his classmate and Sebastian, his brother and how their lives are 

affected by the war from 1936-1983.  The story is narrated by Truth. 

 

Our April book selection is The Women by Kristin Hannah. We will meet 

at the home of Kathy Egenton, 16 Willow Avenue, Fanwood on Tuesday, 

April 8 at 7:30 PM.   Kathy will also lead the discussion. 

 

In The Women Frankie McGrath is a young nurse who serves in the United 

States Army Nurse Corps during the Vietnam War.  

 

“The Women” is a richly drawn story with a memorable heroine whose 

idealism and courage under fire will come to define an era. (per Goodreads) 

 

https://www.mansioninmay.org/tickets
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SCHOLARSHIP  Tish Isack 

 

The Applications for the 2025-2026 College Club’s Scholarships have 

arrived!  Rosemary Gousman and Joanne Sheffield will be collating the 

applications and entering this information into a secure website. Then, the 

Committee will begin their review process in the first week of March.  

A Selection Night Meeting to identify the semifinalists will be held in the 

first week of April. The Semifinalists will be interviewed virtually in mid-April.  Finally, the 

2025-26 Recipients will be chosen.  

 

The 2025-26 committee members are: Rosemary Gousman, Joanne Sheffield, Dorothy Lusk, 

Sue Spirko, Elaine Carman and Trish Airere. 

 

We ALL are looking forward to another successful selection process!! 

 

 

LADIES WHO LUNCH  Ginger Rachko / Mari McDevitt 

 

Ready for a nice lunch?  Meet the ladies from College Club on 

Wednesday, March 19th at: 

 

Max’s Pizza and Bistro 

381 Park Ave 

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

 

PLEASE contact Ginger Rachko by Monday, March 17th to confirm attendance.  

 

Call or text Ginger @ (908-334-0980).  If you are texting, please note your name if not part 

of her contact list.  All members are invited!   

 

 

MEMBER NEWS  Pat Swick and Membership 
 

Past President, and Sustaining Member, Mary Lou Ricker has Passed from this Life 

 

Mary Eloise Wood Ricker (Mary Lou) born December 14, 1927,  

died January 6, 2025, age 97. She received her undergraduate degree from 

Denison University and a Master of Arts degree from Case Western 

Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. She was married to Warren J. Ricker 

for more than 50 years. They lived in Fanwood New Jersey for 18 years 

before relocating to Lighthouse Point Florida for more than 40 years, 

eventually to John Knox Village in Pompano Beach, Florida. 

The entire obituary can be read at:  

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/pompano-beach-fl/mary-ricker-12161263. 

 

Please read the following note from Marie Leppert regarding Mary Lou.  (Knowing that 

most of you did not know Mary Lou when she was active in the Club, Marie thought you 

might like some more insight to her close friend.): 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/pompano-beach-fl/mary-ricker-12161263
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“I mourn the death of my very good friend, Mary Lou Ricker, sustaining member and past 

president of College Club.  While she lived in Fanwood, she not only actively supported the 

College Club, but was a YMCA Board member, a diligent member of her college sorority, and 

a Sunday School teacher at All Saints Church in Scotch Plains.  She did a needlepoint College 

Club Banner (now lost).  While they were here in Fanwood, my husband and I often traveled 

with Mary Lou and her husband Warren.  We were in a monthly dinner–bridge group with the 

Rickers, Winsors, and Stellings.  Marilyn Stelling and Jean Winsor were also College Club 

Presidents.  This bridge group traveled together once a year.  The Rickers left Fanwood for 

Florida when Mary Lou’s mother needed her.  Warren, an FBI agent, was able to get a 

transfer to Florida.  Because my parents owned a condo in the next town from the Rickers, we 

continued to see them often.   

 

Upon her move to Florida, Mary Lou continued her commitment to service.  She became Sr. 

Warden of her Episcopal Church, followed by diocesan President of the Episcopal Church 

Women for all of Southern Florida.  She was President and Board Member of St. Lawrence 

Chapel serving the Homeless of Pompano Beach, Florida.  Mary Lou was an active member 

of the Woman’s Club in her area.” 

          ~ Marie Leppert 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Eleanor Beyer Kramps, a longtime resident of Scotch Plains, passed away 

peacefully at her home on Wednesday, February 5, 2025.  She was 86 years 

old.  Although not a College Club member, through the years she touched 

many of our lives in one way or another!  

 

Please find her full obituary in this link. 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

Anne Butler recently visited Hoover Dam!          → 

It looks like Anne had beautiful weather! 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Memorable moments for  

Cathy Hirschhorn and her 

family!  Pictured is Cathy’s 

grandson, Mason, at his  

first birthday, and then after his 

first haircut.  How quickly they 

grow and change at this age! 

 

 

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/starledger/name/eleanor-kramps-obituary?pid=208492497&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ObitShare_PPNBlock_090424&utm_content=ViewObituary&sfmc_id=267557769&env=a8209ea3cf32b10521cb13ca7f3008b1443eacf6b31ac6e084f0954379ff58bf&et_rid=267557769
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As noted in last month’s letter, we have two new members!  Margaret 

Dunleavy and Lesley Aman.  This month, I would like to introduce you to 

Lesley.   
 

 

A number of years ago, Lesley learned about the College Club from one of 

our former members—her mother—Joyce Marshall.  (Unfortunately, Joyce 

passed from this life in 2008.)  Lesley’s interest was renewed after meeting 

Jean Naugle at church.  Thanks, Jean for bringing Lesley to the fold! 

 

Lesley grew up in Scotch Plains and attended SPFHS and then went on to 

get her bachelor’s degree from Rutgers University. She currently lives with her husband in 

New Providence.  In her free time, she enjoys reading, gardening and her newest hobby of 

painting in the watercolor medium.  (We have an artist in our midst!) 

 

Please welcome Lesley and perhaps send her your well wishes as she is now recovering from 

a recently fractured ankle!  She is going to be in a cast for about 6 weeks and later will 

transfer to wearing a boot!  Unfortunately, she injured her right foot—her driving foot, which 

is going to cut down on her freedom to get out and DRIVE. 

 

Please add Margaret and Lesley’s contact details to your Directory: 

 

Aman, Lesley Marshall (Steven) Cell:  908-337-5053 

5 Chestnut Street, New Providence 07974 lesleyaman@gmail.com 

Rutgers University 

Birthday – September 21 

 

Dunleavy, Margaret Barrett (Brian)  Cell:  732-272-4575 

295 South Avenue, Independent Living Apt. 27, Fanwood  barrdun@comcast.net 

University of Massachusetts at Amherst 

Birthday – June 2 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Another report:  Sending Get Well Wishes to Mary Cappio, who is also home now 

recovering from replacement knee surgery!  Hope you are getting some rest! 

 

If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick.   

We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike! 

 
 

 
Celebrations 

MARCH  APRIL 
Tish Isack    (5) Lori Katz (14) 
Pat Swick (16) Marie Leppert (19) 

Margaret MacIntyre (26) Terri DiGiacomo (22) 
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The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains  
Tribute Fund 
 

 

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or 

Endowment Funds.  Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donations by cash or check but 

the Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as 

contributions. 

 

Please designate either: 

___________ Scholarship Fund       or                  __________ Endowment Fund 

 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation: 

 

_____  In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

_____  In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

_____  On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College 

Club FSP) and mail with this form to:  

 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

P.O. Box 32 

Fanwood, NJ  07023 

 

Contributor’s Name and Address: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


