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S A V E  T H E  

D A T E !  

 
JUNE 1ST – COMMITTEE 

REPORTS DUE (PG. 1) 
 
JUNE 10TH – BOOK 

GROUP-SELECTION 

MEETING AT  
TISH ISACK’S (PG. 5) 
 
JUNE 16TH –  
6:30 PM – EXEC. BD  
 
7:00 PM – GEN. MTG 

AND PIZZA & SALAD  
 
~7:45 PM DESSERT & 

YEARLY MEETING 

(INCLUDING ELECTION OF 

OFFICERS)  
@ MIRA VIE,  
95 SOUTH AVE, 
FANWOOD 
 
JUNE 30TH – PAY DUES BY 

THIS DATE. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Jean Naugle 

What a busy Spring we had with spectacular back-to-back events hosted by The 

College Club. The Spring Garden Party Luncheon in April was a wonderful 

success and a delightful afternoon followed by the always inspiring May 

Scholarship Dinner at Shady Rest. Meeting and listening to the scholarship 

recipient’s goals, dreams and accomplishments is always a special 

evening. Please join us for the June meeting on 6/16 at 7:00 pm. We will 

have pizza and salad while we have a brief but important general meeting to 

start planning for the Fall. We will have dessert and fruit for the required annual 

meeting report at 7:45 pm. Come hungry and please join us.  

  

For this final President’s message my heart is full of gratitude for all of YOU, 

the outstanding members of the College Club with special thanks to the 

executive board who have supported me and the mission of the College Club this 

past year. Laurie Chichester, Vice President also co-chaired hospitality and 

coordinated our dates with Mira Vie and stepped in at the last minute to co-

emcee the Spring Luncheon in my absence; Joanne Sheffield for her 

exceptional financial insights and treasurer duties as well as collaborating on the 

contract with The Westwood and supporting the 50/50 raffle; Mary Cappio for 

writing to every sustainer and emeritus member on her birthday and for 

responding to correspondence and donations received this year; Tricia Aiere 

and Barbara Catterall as co recording secretaries took minutes for our Board 

and General Meetings efficiently and agreed to be on the Program committee for 

this coming year;  Shout out to Pat Swick for consistently communicating with 

members, curating, designing and editing our beautiful monthly newsletters. 

Finally, Joan Skubish as director, was an invaluable resource and advocate for 

the Club’s mission and instituted the HUGS (Help Us Give Support) and 

collaborated on the Spring Luncheon planning and contract with the Westwood, 

silent auction co-chair and co-emcee for the Garden Party.   

  

Every member has contributed in her own way again this year and that is one of 

the beautiful strengths of the College Club—our sharing of individual 

gifts.  College Club members have a collective goal as we build upon actions 

from the women who have gone before us. Sadly, we have lost a number of 

members this year. Since College Club was important to those women, the Club 

has been the recipient of many donations in their memory. We also received 

donations in honor of current members. Together with your hard work and 

donations of time, talents and treasures we are in solid financial shape.  
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We hope you will come to the June meetings as an important way to wrap up this past year of 

activities. Then as we welcome the summer sabbatical may we enjoy the time to refresh our hearts and 

recharge our minds to return in September to kick off another wonderful year of building our 

friendships, welcoming new members while working together to add to the 92+ years of the College 

Club’s impactful history.  With gratitude for another fabulous year,  Jean 

From Anne Morrow Lindberg, Gift from the Sea 

“I find there is a quality to being alone that is incredibly precious. Life rushes back into the 

void, richer, more vivid, fuller than before.”  

JUST A REMINDER:  ALL officers and committee heads should have prepared their yearly 

reports for submission to Jean by June 1
st
. 

 

 

GENERAL and YEARLY MTG. Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert 

There will be No program in June, but please attend the General /ANNUAL meeting which will take 

place on Monday, June 16th    

6:30 pm – The Executive Board will meet 

7:00 pm – We will gather for pizza and salad as we begin a short General Meeting to plan for the fall. 

7:45 pm – Dessert and the Annual Meeting, including the Election of officers for 2025-2026  

Mira Vie Assisted Living Community Room,  95 South Ave, Fanwood, NJ 07023 

PLEASE let Jean know if you will not be able to attend. 

NEW SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2025 – 2026  Joan Skubish 

 

Joan Skubish, Nominating Committee chair, along with her committee of Carol 

Kiley, Meril Davies, Jean Naugle, Joanne Sheffield, and Pat Swick are pleased to 

present the following slate of officers for the College Club’s 2025-2026 year: 

President:  Joan Skubish  

Vice-President: Dorothy Lusk 

Co- Recording Secretaries: Lesley Aman and Liz Murad 

Corresponding Secretary:   Mary Ball Cappio 

Treasurer:    Joanne Sheffield 

Director:  Jean Naugle 

 

At the time of the election at the ANNUAL MEETING , additional nominations may be 

made from the floor provided the prior consent of the proposed nominees has been obtained. 

 

SERVICE AWARD NOMINATIONS 

 

As a “small and mighty" group of women, every College Club member 

contributes in a variety of ways to the success of our efforts. Together we can 

make a difference in our community. The College Club Service Award was 
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instituted to acknowledge a Club member who generously gives her time and talents to 

advance the mission of the College Club. Last year the award was given to  

Tish Isack at our September meeting. Please consider nominating a club member by emailing 

or calling Jean with your recommendation.  

 

Thank you in advance for reflecting on a woman who goes above and beyond and nominating 

her for this award. Jean can be reached at jgnog29@verizon.net or 908-456-9077.  

 

CALENDAR Barbara Cronenberger and Mari McDevitt 

 

This month we are seeking info from community orgs, the Vo-Tech, 

houses of worship, preschools, etc.  Are you a member who has a 

special relationship with an advertiser or SPF community 

organization?  If so, contact Mari or Barbara or use the clipboard 

provided at our next meeting.  You might know the best person and/or method of contact.  We 

hope to avoid scrambling for info during the summer.  Even if you have NO CONTACTS, 

we could use the help reaching out to these organizations. 

 

Proofreaders will be needed in late July/early August.  We'd love to have a Marketing 

Chair who could coordinate distribution and sales!  Let's keep this Community Service 

tradition/fundraising project alive and well while at the same time, keeping the CC name 

visible in our community.  Thanks for whatever assistance you can provide!  

 

Many hands make light work!!...AND we have fun together!! 

 

DIRECTORY Pat Swick 

 

If you have recently moved or have updated any phone numbers or your email, please 

contact Pat with the updated information, so that it may be reflected in the new Directory. 

 

Attached is a very SHORT SURVEY, we would like each member to take (just checking off 

boxes) as indicated in the form. Please save your remarks as a file to your computer/tablet and 

attach to an email to Pat at  outsidework@comcast.net or 

 
If reading from your PHONE, it might be best to print this sheet, fill it out by hand and then 

return to Pat Swick @ 2105 Aldene Ave, Scotch Plains, or bring it to June 16 meeting. 

 

Thank you.  This information will be very helpful for the next iterations of the directory and 

your QUICK response will help our discussion with the Board. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP Mary Cappio/Liz Murad/Liz Blanchard 

 908-499-1752/908-377-1522 

 

June is a time for endings….end of the school year and 

graduations! June is also a time of beginnings….graduations and 

summer vacations! 

 

mailto:jgnog29@verizon.net
mailto:outsidework@comcast.net
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For The Membership Committee, June is the end of one year and the beginning of the next. 

As our year comes to an end we are grateful for all our Club members who shared their time, 

talents and treasure with all of us! As our new year begins we are looking forward to 

welcoming new members! Have a friend who would like to join us? Just give us a call and we 

will reach out to them.   

 

Please expect the Annual Dues Notice and Committee Sign-Up Sheet in your email inbox 

shortly. Please download the attachment, fill it out, and return it along with a check for your 

annual dues ASAP. Annual dues are due by June 30, 2025. They are $50.00 per year. 

Dues received after that date will be $55.00. 

 

Sustainer dues remain the same $25.00 fee.   All sustaining members will receive an 

invoice for that amount. 

 

We so enjoyed working with all of you to spread the word about our wonderful club and to 

encourage other women to join us as we: 

• Work to help young women achieve their dream of a college education. 

•  Assist those less fortunate through Community Outreach. 

• Provide monthly educational programs for our communities. 

• Keep our communities informed through our well-known and highly anticipated 

yearly calendar. 

• Enjoy each other’s company at Book Club discussions, lunches out, trips, and 

Mahjong. 

• Provide something for EVERYONE! 

Enjoy your well-deserved summer break! See you in September! 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 

Many thanks for your contributions to the monthly outreach projects this 

year. From cozy socks to cake mixes  we have helped to support our 

community. Our May book collection will be going to the “Lunchboox” 

summer children’s reading program in Plainfield. 

 

Enjoy the summer months ahead and don’t forget to continue to support our community 

food banks:  

• St Bartholomew Church, Westfield Ave. SP;  

• Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Martine Ave. SP;  

• Fanwood Presbyterian Church, Martine Ave., Fanwood.   
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LITERATURE GROUP  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 

We will meet for our organizational meeting on June 10th, at 7:30 pm at 

the home of Tish Isack, 1063 Oak Lane, Plainfield.   

Please bring some ideas for books we might like to read starting in 

September. 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP  Tish Isack 

 

It was great to see so many Club Members gathered at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch 

Plains for the Annual Scholarship Dinner/Reception on Monday evening, May 19th. Thirteen 

dynamic and talented young women were introduced and presented with their awards totaling 

$32,500.00. This included 4 very special awards:  

• The Elaine Carmen STEM Award,  

• The Marie Leppert Community Service Award,  

• The Dr. Marcia  L. Anderson Memorial Award, and  

• The Charles A. Culley, Jr. Memorial Award.  

 

A special THANK YOU to everyone who worked and contributed to making this year’s 

awards such a splendid success     

 

2025 – 2026 Scholarship Recipients 

 

College Recipients 

 

Katelyn Gaulin ...................... The College of New Jersey 

Lily Gaulin ............................ University of Florida  

Bridget Hernandez ................ University of Arizona 

Chloe Howell ........................ University of San Diego 

Katelyn Lester ....................... University of Texas at Austin 

Sairah Liano .......................... The College of New Jersey 

Natasha Vega ........................ Case Western Reserve University 

 

High School Recipients 

 

Janae Barnes ......................... Rutgers University 

Carolina Conklin ................... University of Delaware 

Olivia LaPorta ....................... University of Maryland 

Sophia Shapiro ...................... Rutgers University 

Saanvi Suresh ........................ Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

 

Award for Academic Excellence 

Sophie Gingold  .................... University of Michigan 
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Pictured from left to right:  Olivia LaPorta, Saanvi Suresh, Sairah Liano, Lily Gaulin,  

Katelyn Gaulin, Sophie Gingold, Sophia Shapiro, Katelyn Lester, Carolina Conklin,  

Bridget Hernandez, Janae Barnes, and Natasha Vega.   

Absent when photo taken:  Chloe Howell.  

 

 

MEMBER NEWS  Pat Swick and Membership 

 
As noted in the January newsletter, Emeritus member, Dot Ericsson passed in November 

2024.  We noted her passing along with her obituary in the January newsletter, but had no 

information regarding any family contacts that you might reach to send a note of sympathy. 

 

We just received a note from Dot’s son, Rich Ericcson, who wanted to make the Club 

members aware of her death.  Rich noted,  

 

“I spent my formative years with my life run by the annual Collage Club Calander, 

hanging on the cork board above the phone in the kitchen.  My mom was always a 

big fan of the Club and its scholarship program, and over the years the Club played 

an important role in her life.”  

(Note: Kudos to Mari McDevitt and Barbara Cronenberger and their team of calendar 

volunteers who make the calendar possible!) 

 

Rich’s contact information: 

Richard Ericsson 

1104 Boucher Ave. 

Annapolis, MD  21403 

 

A couple of weeks ago, the CC Activities Committee arranged for members to spend the day 

visiting the Women’s Association for Morristown Medical Center (WAMMC) Mansion 

in May.  This year the mansion’s location was in Chester at the Wildfair Mansion.   

Joan Skubish, Meril Davies and Bernadette Hoyer attended, as well as Mari McDevitt and  

Pat Swick went with her lifelong friends from grade school/high school.  The grounds and 

beautifully decorated rooms were AMAZING.   

 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/dorothy-ericsson-obituary?id=56873726
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We didn’t take enough pictures to capture all the beautiful rooms.  Former member,  

Marty McDevitt (Mari’s daughter-in-law) is a co-owner of Elements Interior Design 

Studio, LLC in Westfield.  One of the first rooms we came upon in the mansion was decorated 

by Marty and her partner—The Whiskey Room was entitled “I Take My Whiskey Neat.”  The 

picture I took of the room didn’t come out well, but here is the room design pictured in the 

booklet provided.  Lovely room for cocktails!! 

 

I thought of our Mahjong players during the tour.  One half of a large room was dedicated to 

three LOVELY cloth covered tables with a glass insert for playing Mahjong.  Such an elegant 

room and elegant Mahjong tiles!!  (A woman’s version of a man cave.) 

 

ēMarty McDevitt’s “Whiskey Room” design 

(Elements Interior Design)  . 

 

 
Joan Skubish, Bernadette Hoyer, Meril Davies  

on a balcony of the Mansion! 

 

La Femme Den – featuring 3 mahjong 

tables looking out over the lush gardens. 

 

Below are examples of two of the tables with 

beautiful sets of mahjong tiles. 
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Foyer chandelier!  (Can you picture trying to dust that 

every week?!) 

 

Dining Room 

 

Beautiful gardens 

 

 

Pat Swick (center) with her lifelong friends 

in the garden. 

 

Pat also attended a “SENIOR” concert at PNC Arts Center with the same friends.  They 

happened to see “FOREVER DONNA”—the ultimate tribute concert to Donna Summer.  

“Rainere” sounded and looked just like Donna Summer as you can see in the pix below.  A 

good time was had by all.   

 

You can request the FREE tickets for the series of SENIOR concerts both in the fall and 

in the spring sponsored by the Garden State Arts Foundation by registering your email for 

future shows and announcements @ GSAFOUNDATION.org    

 

Some concerts 

are at night, 

some in the 

afternoon. 

 

 

https://gsafoundation.org/request-tickets/
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If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick.   

We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike! 

 

So, enough pictures of Pat Swick!! Be sure to save and send pix of your 

summer vacation adventures for the September issue!!   We will take a 

vacation in July from publishing a newsletter.  Most likely you will get a 

short “end of summer” announcement issue, before the full September issue 

is published. 
 

 
Celebrations 

JUNE JULY AUGUST 
Mary Ball Cappio (1) Ann Marie Wickson (*SM) (2) Liz Blanchard (5) 

Margaret Dunleavy (2) Helen Aron (4) (4th of July Baby!) Nancy Anderson (*SM) (8) 

Kathy Egenton (4)  Helen Piasecki (18) Tricia Aiere (11) 

Dorothy Lusk (4)  Barbara Catterall (22) 

Sue Spirko (11) Ginger Rachko (22 

Jean Naugle (21) Joanne Sheffield (31) 

Jill Barbier (30)   

Sherry Woodruff (30)  

 

* SM = Sustaining Member  

 

 

 

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER!!!! 
Pat Swick, Editor  
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¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƭǳō ƻŦ CŀƴǿƻƻŘπ{ŎƻǘŎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎ  
¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ CǳƴŘ 
 

 

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or 

Endowment Funds.  Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donations by cash or check but 

the Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as 

contributions. 

 

Please designate either: 

___________ Scholarship Fund       or                  __________ Endowment Fund 

 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation: 

 

_____  In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

_____  In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

_____  On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College 

Club FSP) and mail with this form to:  

 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

P.O. Box 32 

Fanwood, NJ  07023 

 

Contributor’s Name and Address: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


