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 SEPTEMBER 2025 

S A V E  T H E  

D A T E !  

SEPT 9 @ 12 NOON 
BOOK GROUP 
AT HOME OF PEGGY TAN (PG. 6) 
 
SEPT 15 @ 7:30 PM 
EXEC BD. MTG @ 7 P.M. 
PROGRAM @ 7:30 P.M. 
FELTVILLE – THE DESERTED VILLAGE 
(@ MIRA VIE SENIOR LIVING) (PG. 2) 
 
THE ANNUAL “SERVICE AWARD” WILL 

BE PRESENTED DURING THE GENERAL 

MEETING. 
 
SEPT 19-22  
FANWOOD LIBRARY BOOK  
DONATIONS DAYS 
SEPT 25-28  
FANWOOD LIBRARY BOOK SALE (PG. 6) 

 

SEPT 27 & 28 
YARD SALE AT THE NAUGLES  
(PG.4) 
 
SEPT 30 

• JOURNALS, PENS, OR COLORED 

PENCILS DUE FOR OUTREACH (PG. 6) 

• COLLEGE NIGHT AT ALJ HS (PG. 7) 
 
OCT 4 –CLOTHING DRIVE 
9 M TO 11 AM  (PG. 5) 
FLYER ATTACHED AS PDF FILE IN 

EMAIL VERSION. 
 
_________________________ 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026 
“A BROADWAY MATINEE” 
SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

 Joan Skubish 

 

Although September marks the beginning of Fall, I always think 

of September as a time for new beginnings.  Coming out of the 

hot and slower-paced days of summer, September is a fresh 

start—a new school year and a new year for College Club as 

well.  Possibilities abound for what we can achieve this year 

with a membership of forty-nine dedicated women.  As we start 

our 92nd–93rd year, we are happy to welcome new members 

Christa Lavin, Carol Pinkus and Judy Sturm to our College 

Club family. 

 

In researching the effects of volunteering, there was a study that 

attending a meeting with other volunteers gave one the same 

feeling as having received $100,000.  By attending all of our 

meetings this year (including the Holiday Party), you could feel 

close to a million dollars richer!  Ellen Harrison and Marie 

Leppert have scheduled another year of enjoyable and 

educational programs, and I hope you will attend as many 

meetings as you can.  Not only will you be entertained and 

enlightened but you will share in the camaraderie of a group of 

intelligent and motivated women. 

 

Although College Club takes a summer hiatus, much work is 

accomplished during the summer to produce our Community 

Calendar and our Directory. This year marks the 62nd 

anniversary of the Community Calendar! A big thank you 

goes to Mari McDevitt and her Committee for again 

producing a beautiful calendar, our Club’s second largest 

fundraiser.  Many thanks to Barbara Cronenberger who spent 

untold hours inputting all the information for the calendar.  We 

appreciate her hard work and that of all those on the Calendar 

Committee who made calls to organizations, solicited new 

advertisers, helped with proofreading or distribution and did 

work essential to the calendar production.  And heartfelt thanks 

to Pat Swick for the hours she has devoted to gathering the 

information and producing this year’s Directory. 

 

Autumn is the beginning of many activities for the Club.  Our 

first event is the bi-annual yard sale on September 27th and 

28th.  We are grateful to Jean and Jim Naugle for the use of  
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(President’s Message continued) 

their yard as the venue (and the use of their garage for the storing of garage sale items!) We 

appreciate the work of Carol Kiley and Connie Salisbury who have priced all items for the 

sale.  

 

This year, the annual Clothing Drive is scheduled for Saturday, October 4th.  Thanks to 

Cathy Hirschhorn for organizing the clothing drive and for arranging the summer schedule 

of clothing pick-ups. This year, the drive will be at Thena Rosahl’s and we thank her for the 

use of her yard that morning. The Scotch Plains Thrift Shop has greatly helped us with their 

clothing donations.  Please support the shop by donating your better-quality clothing to them. 

 

College Night will be Tuesday, September 30th. This year, it will be held at Arthur L. 

Johnson High School in Clark and will have minimal participation by Club members. Sue 

Spirko has been kept apprised of this change over the summer by the SPF School District. 

This year’s College Night will be a combination of the Clark, Cranford, Scotch Plains-

Fanwood and Westfield School Districts. We appreciate Sue’s attendance at the meetings 

informing the Club of this change, along with Pat Goldberg and Jean Naugle.  

 

The first general meeting of the 2025-2026 year will be Monday, September 15th.  The 

topic will be “The Deserted Village of Feltville—Is It Really Deserted? “. This would be a 

wonderful meeting to bring a guest to, and I would encourage you to invite a friends, 

neighbors or relatives to join us that evening.   

 

Remember that we are stronger together and better together! I look forward to us beginning 

the new College Club year and to seeing you all on the 15th! 

 

PROGRAM (9/15/2025) Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert 

We would like to welcome you back from vacation!!  

When:  Monday, September 15th 

Where: Mira Vie Senior Living (former The Chelsea) 

              295 South Ave., Fanwood (next to Fanwood Post Office)  

Time:    7:30 p.m.  

(Executive Board will meet at 7:00 pm) 

PROGRAM:  “Deserted Village of Feltville; It’s not Really Deserted!” Presenter:  Daniel 

Burnier, resident of Feltville. 

At our opening meeting on Monday, September 15, we will 

host Daniel Bernier, Director of the Division of 

Park  Environmental Services of the Union County 

Department of Parks and Recreation.  Mr. Bernier has 

been living in the Deserted Village of Feltville since 

1992  as its resident caretaker.  He has been spearheading its 

restoration since 1985.  He will present a slide show of the 

history of the Deserted Village property from 1720 until the 

present and will explain plans for the further restoration of the site. Be assured that you will 

want to spend a day in the fall seeing this historic site in person.  We would LOVE everyone 

to BRING A GUEST!   
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HOSPITALITY Jean Naugle and Carol Pinkus 

A new College Club year has begun. We are excited to kick off September 

with the program about the Deserted Village. The following members 

have volunteered for hospitality for the program and general meeting 

on Monday, September 15th:   Elaine Carman, Pat Goldberg, Ellen 

Harrison, Ginger Rachko, Jen Rohman and Joanne Sheffield.  We 

would like to offer savory, fruit, nuts, sweet and Gluten free options. We 

have water bottles stored in the kitchen closet.  

Please email Jean @ jgnog29@verizon.net to let us know what you would like to bring. We 

will send a reminder email the week before the meeting. Hostesses, please arrive @ Mira 

Vie by 7:00 pm to help with set up for the hospitality table and to greet guests and members 

as they arrive for the program which will start at 7:30 pm.  If you have questions, reach out 

and as the song goes, "See you in September!!” 

 

MEMBERSHIP Liz Blanchard, Mary Cappio and Liz Murad 

 

We are happy to be chairing the Membership committee. 

You, OUR MEMBERS, are the most important part of 

College Club! Through this wonderful organization friends 

are made, skills are honed, horizons are expanded and the 

lives of the young women we support are changed!  What a 

wonderful organization! We encourage you to ask a friend, 

neighbor or family member to join us.  

 

Data sheets were received from many and from them lots of interest was expressed in the 

Spring Fund Raiser, Book Club, Mahjong, Ladies who Lunch, and College Night and more! 

Those who volunteered for the Garage Sale and the Clothing Drive, your names were 

submitted to the chairs of those activities, and they will be reaching out to you during 

September and the run up to those events. The chairs of the other activities and fundraisers 

have also received the names of the members who have indicated an interest. 

 

If by chance you did not fill out a data sheet please do and volunteer for the committees, 

activities and socials. The sheets are still available. Please email one of us for another copy. 

We are looking forward to seeing you during the coming year! 

 

Questions? Please email us at: Liz Murad: woolizard@gmail.com  

             Mary Cappio: maryballcappio@gmail.com 

             Liz Blanchard: eblanc7014@aol.com 

 

(Check out the back page of your new Directory regarding reasons family and friends 

should join our wonderful group!) 

mailto:jgnog29@verizon.net
mailto:woolizard@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/COLLEGE%20CLUB/MEMBERSHIP/maryballcappio@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Documents/COLLEGE%20CLUB/MEMBERSHIP/MEMBERSHIP/eblanc7014@aol.com
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY Pat Swick 

 

Your 2025-2026 Membership Directory will be available for pick-

up at the September 15th meeting.  All Emeritus and Sustaining Members 

have been mailed their directories via US Postal Service. 

 

Future updates and additions will appear in the Membership News section 

going forward and may be added on your own to the blank pages provided 

within the directory.  For your convenience, the last page of the Directory has 

a Quick Reference page showing all currently scheduled meetings and events and pages 5 

and 6 show hospitality assignments. Enjoy and put your Directory to effective use.  If you 

would like a soft copy of the Directory pages via a PDF file, please let me know. 

 

 

CALENDAR Barbara Cronenberger and Mari McDevitt 

 

The 62nd edition of our College Club Community Calendar is 

available for pick-up and sale.  Each member is being asked to 

purchase a minimum of two calendars and may take extra 

copies to sell on consignment.  Calendars are available for you 

to pick up at the following homes.  Calendars were made 

available over Labor Day weekend at the homes of Connie 

Salisbury and Joanne Sheffield.   

If you have yet to pick-up your calendars, please contact 

Connie or Bernadette before stopping by. 

 

Bernadette Hoyer (10 Watchung View Pl., Fanwood)   908-334-0351  

Thur., Sep 11  4:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

Fri., Sep 12  4:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

 

Connie Salisbury (2 Fieldcrest Dr., SP) 908-789-3098 

Sat., Sep. 6 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Tues., Sep 9 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

 

Calendars will also be available at the General meeting on the 15th, or feel free to 

contact Mari on her cell @ 908-917-5979 or via e-mail mlwmcd@aol.com.  The calendars are 

now being sold at Apple Blossom’s, Fanwood Library, Mountain Deli, Norman’s, Scotch 

Plains Library, Shear Magic Hair Salon, and The Thrift Shop.   

 

 

YARD SALE – September 27 & 28th Carol Kiley, Jean Naugle, Connie Salisbury 

 

We are excited to once again offer the Yard Sale Fall 

fundraiser.  We are hoping for lovely weather on Saturday, 

September 27th and Sunday September 28th from 9 a.m. 

through 3 p.m.  

 

Please sign up: {Email Jean or at the September 

meeting}  help with early morning set up (7:00 am), work at 

mailto:mlwmcd@aol.com
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the cashier table, replenish items on the tables, sell calendars and bottled water. Members are 

welcome to drop off their donations to Jean’s back porch at 29 Fieldcrest Drive, Scotch 

Plains.  Text or call when you are coming or if you need a hand unloading. Please remember 

to have each item clean and in working condition. If you are uncertain about an item please 

ask. 

NOT ACCEPTING: 

• Books – They should be donated to the Fanwood Library book sale. (See article on p. 7) 

• Clothing can be donated to one of the thrift stores or save it for our Clothing Drive on 

Saturday, October 4th at the home of Thena Roshal.    

 

We encourage every member to participate in some way, by either donations, the day of the 

sale or after the sale. Get the word out—please encourage friends, family and neighbors to 

donate or to come to the sale. Everything is priced to sell!!  Thank you to Connie Salisbury 

and Carol Kiley for pricing the items we have received already.  

 

We NEED folding tables —can we borrow them for the sale? We could use a few now as 

items are being dropped off. Can you deliver or do you need tables to be picked up? 

 

Come and enjoy time with fellow Club members during the Yard Sale. Together we can 

accomplish a lot while having fun. If you have any questions or suggestions please reach out. 

At our 2023 Yard Sale we raised enough money for a scholarship. We are hoping for the same 

success.   A flyer is attached in your email as a PDF file that you can send to your friends to 

remind them to stop by! 

 

CLOTHING DRIVE Cathy Hirschhorn and Thena Rosahl 

 

October 4th from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. 
 

CHANGE OF VENUE THIS YEAR:  This year’s drive will be taking 

place at the Home of  

THENA ROSHAL, 67 Pleasant Ave., Fanwood. 
 

It's never too early to let friends & family know we will be collecting items again! 

PLEASE NOTE:  They no longer accept blankets, pillows, or comforters.  (A flyer is 

attached as a separate PDF file that you can forward to friends and family.) 

 

We also need volunteers for Sept. 14th at my home from 9 am to 10 am & 10 am to 11am 

shifts as follows: 

 

9 am to 10 am Table volunteer (hand out tax forms & log in # of bags) 

10 am to 11 am Table volunteer (hand out tax forms & log in # of bags) 

 

9 am to 10 am Help unload cars. 

10 am to 11 am Help unload cars.  

 

11am – 12 Noon   Helpers to load the truck (we are never sure of the exact time, but this is 

our window) 
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For those who are storing a large # of bags please let me know if you need help getting 

them to Thena’s home.  

 

Please get the word out now to as many people as possible about October 4th. Feel free to post 

the flyers in any stores you visit often and on any social media accounts. WE need more bags 

to make more money!!!  

 

Thanks to all who have continued to support this yearly fundraiser!!    

"Many hands make light work." 

 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 
 

This month we will be collecting journals, pens, and 

colored pens for Resolve Community Counseling 

Center.  Founded in 1974,  Resolve is a private, nonprofit 

mental health agency located in Scotch Plains.  They provide 

quality and affordable counseling and psychoeducational 

services to children, adolescents, and adults. Please bring 

journals, pens, and colored pen donations to the September meeting or drop them off at the 

home of Cathy Hirschhorn, Pat Goldberg, or Connie Salisbury.  Please drop off any 

donations by September 30th.  Thank you. 

 

Thank you to all who were able to donate to the school supplies collection for Jewish 

Family Services . Thank you to Helen Aron for bringing the needs of the Elizabeth 

community to our attention and for delivering all the items. The bags completely filled her 

trunk!!  A nice start to school for many families!  Thank you as always for your generosity!! 

 

A thank you note was received from Katherine S. Balch, Executive Director of 

SMARTPlainfield to whom we donated books in the spring. 

 
“Thanks ever so much … to College Club members for buying such 

appropriate titles for us to give to Plainfield Public School students. 

Here’s is a recent photo of Eve Medina reading in Spanish and 

English to a bilingual class at Emerson Community School. She 

joins 8 others who visit schools monthly, 8 times the number we had 

last year! After each reading, the volunteer spreads out books for 

the students to choose from. We encourage them to choose whatever 

strikes their imagination. The hope is that they’ll enjoy one book 

and then another, gradually developing the habit of reading for fun. 

Both teachers and students are wowed by the quality and quantity of 

reading material we offer. And we could not accomplish even a fraction of our mission, to enhance 

public education and civic engagement in Plainfield, without generous supporters like you all. Thank 

you again.”  
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LITERATURE  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 
The first Book Club meeting will take place on Tuesday AFTERNOON, 

September 9, 12 noon at the home of Peggy Tan, 52 Fisherman’s Road, 

Lavalette, NJ 08735.  Be sure to let Ellen or Joanne know if you are going and 

need to carpool. 

 

When We Had Wings by Susan Meissner, Kristina McMorris, Ariel Lawhon 

will be reviewed by Peggy Tan.  From three bestselling authors comes an 

interwoven tale about a trio of World War II nurses stationed in the South 

Pacific who wage their own battle for freedom and survival. 

 

Our October book selection is My Friends by Fredrik Backman.  Joanne 

Sheffield, 1415 Graymill Drive Scotch Plains will be our host on 

Tuesday October 14, 2025, at 7:30 pm.  Joanne will also lead the 

discussion. 

 

My Friends tells the story of Louisa, a troubled teenager who is dealing 

with the loss of her best friend.  While processing her grief she connects 

with an artist, his friends and the artwork he has created.  Much of the 

connections include sharp and clever dialogue as customary for Fredrik 

Backman.  

 

On Tuesday, November 11, 2025, we will discuss The Lion Women of 

Tehran by Marjan Kamali.  We will meet at the home of Carol Pinkus at 

7:30 pm.   

Barbara Catterall will lead the discussion. 

  

The story begins in Tehra, Iran in the 1950's where seven-year-old Ellie 

moves to a small home downtown after the death of her father.  She 

becomes best friends with Homa, a high-spirited girl from a warm and 

loving family. 

 

 

 

DO YOU NEED A PLACE TO DONATE YOUR EXTRA BOOKS?  

 
Thena Rosale and Carol Campell are Club members who also serve the Friends 

of the Fanwood Memorial Library.  The Friends will be accepting donations 

starting September 19th at FOREST RD. PARK, 153 Forest Road, Fanwood. 

 

DONATION DAYS:  Friday SEPTEMBER 19 through Monday, 

SEPTEMBER 22 (Check website for drop-off times each day) 

 

SALE DAYS:  Thursday, September 25 through Sunday, September 28 

(Sunday is bag day)  

 

Specific times and Donation guidelines can be found on the library website:  

https://fanwoodlibrary.org/friends-annual-book-sale/  

 

 

https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/susan-meissner/237886/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/kristina-mcmorris/252575/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/ariel-lawhon/628192/
https://fanwoodlibrary.org/friends-annual-book-sale/
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COLLEGE NIGHT—NEW VENUE  Sue Spirko 

 

Hope everyone enjoyed their summer!  I wanted to provide you with an 

update on College Night.  As I stated at our last meeting in June, the 

high schools of Scotch Plains, Clark, Cranford and Westfield decided 

to get together and sponsor "The First Annual Fall College Fair."  The Fair would take 

place at Arthur L. Johnson High School in Clark, on September 30th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. 

The four schools had a meeting on August 19th. Theresa Skoog, our contact from the high 

school, reached out and stated the Directors were hoping College Club would still be 

interested in helping with checking in the college reps as they arrive. The district is very 

interested in keeping the College Club involved in some way, if possible. We can publicize 

the College Club by putting up a sign, as well as sell calendars if we think that is a good idea. 

 

I shared the information with Jean and Joan. They felt interested College Club members can 

volunteer for the check-in. I think 8 volunteers would be a suitable number. Please email me 

at sslkt@verizon.net or call at  908-472-8515 if you are interested. I will provide more 

information at our meeting on 9/15. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP  Tish Isack 

 

Special Thanks to our Treasurer Joanne Sheffield for insuring that the first 

installment of the Scholarship Awards  were sent to each recipient’s respective 

University/College prior to August 1, 2025! 

 

We received several Thank You notes from our 2025-26 Scholarship 

Recipients—this one is an example of the appreciation expressed by our 

scholarship  recipients💜  

 

“Thank you again to the College Club for awarding me a scholarship for the upcoming 

school year. It was so nice to see the College Club members at the scholarship dinner. I 

appreciate having the opportunity to express my gratitude to the College Club members and 

to let them know the impact that receiving a scholarship has on my life. The College Club is a 

special group of women, and I really appreciate the kindness and generosity of the members.” 

 

We also received an update from Alexis Gutierrez, a 4-year Scholarship recipient. In her 

words, “I finally walked the Stage at Stonybrook in May of 2025, officially ending my time as 

a biochemistry student!”  Prior to graduation, Alexis completed an internship as an Analytical 

Chemist and 3 days after graduation started a job as a research technician at Exxon Mobil. 

Her plan is to attend Rutgers University in the Fall of 2026 to pursue a master’s degree in 

Organic Chemistry. Alexis thanked the College Club for having such a positive impact on her 

and extended her good wishes to the group. 

 

Hope you are enjoying this fabulous weather😍  

 

  

mailto:sslkt@verizon.net
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MEMBER NEWS 
 

 

At our last meeting in 

June, Laurie Chichester 

(former VP) presented 

Jean Naugle with a 

bouquet of flowers along 

with a gift card, as a 

thank you from the Club 

for her extra year of 

service as our President. 

 

 

Below are a few HAPPY “summer” memories from fellow members: 

 
Bernadette Hoyer and her family living it up at “Dollywood” in Pigeon Forge! 

 

 

Ellen Harrison and her family 

celebrated her mother’s 101st birthday! 
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ċCathy and Joel Hirschhorn 

visited with their daughter 

Lauren, her husband, Mike and 

their Golden, Pai in Colorado.  

 

Lauren is pictured below enjoying 

her Baby Shower.  Lauren and 

Mike are due to become parents 

this month! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liz Murad and her 

husband welcome 

their daughter and 

son-in-law’s newly 

born twins to the 

family! 
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Anne Butler, our Sustaining Member Liaison, had a busy summer!   

She is pictured on the left with one of her grandsons and his wife at 

their wedding.   

 

She spent time 

on LBI, 

vacationed in 

Maine, and 

made time to 

see Othello on 

Broadway with 

a second 

grandson.  

 

                            What a great summer! 

 

Welcome Three New Members! 
 
Carol Pinkus 

1671 Ramapo Way, SP (Referred by Jean Naugle) 

 

Judy Sturm  

2266 Woodland Terrace, SP (Referred by Terri DiGiacomo) 

 

Christa Levin 

456 South Ave., Fanwood (Referred by Cathy Hirschhorn and Sue Spirko) 

 

We will feature each new member in next month’s newsletter but be sure to welcome them at the 

September 15th meeting! 

 

PLEASE note:  Sherry Woodruff and Rosemary Gousman have MOVED—their NEW contact 

information is updated in the new Directory NEW email addresses for Marilyn Rector  

and Thena Rosahl.   

 

If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick.   

We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike! 
 

 
Celebrations 

SEPTEMBER:   OCTOBER: 

Renate Gravers (*SM)  (4) Rosemary Gousman   (7) 

Pat Goldberg   (9) Jeanne Pauly (*SM)  (7) 

Leslie Aman (21)  Cathy Hirschhorn  (11) 

Joanne Pomerantz (*SM)  (22) Suzanne Bousquet (*SM)  (24)

Barbara Cronenberger  (24) Melissa Tice (*SM)  (24) 

    

*SM = Sustaining Member   



September 2025 – CC of F-SP Newsletter 12 

 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ /ƭǳō ƻŦ CŀƴǿƻƻŘπ{ŎƻǘŎƘ tƭŀƛƴǎ 

¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ CǳƴŘ 
 

 

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or 

Endowment Funds.  Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donated by cash or check but the 

Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as 

contributions. 

 

Please designate either: 

___________ Scholarship Fund       or                  __________ Endowment Fund 

 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation: 

 

_____  In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

_____  In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

_____  On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College 

Club FSP) and mail with this form to:  

 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

P.O. Box 32 

Fanwood, NJ  07023 

 

Contributor’s Name and Address: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


