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 OCTOBER 2025 

S A V E  T H E  

D A T E !  

OCT. 4 –CLOTHING DRIVE 
9 M TO 11 AM  (PG. 5) 
 
 
OCT. 14 @ 7:30 PM 
BOOK GROUP - AT HOME OF  
JOANNE SHEFFIELD (PG. 5-6) 
 
 
OCT. 15 @ 12:30 PM 
LADIES WHO LUNCH (PG. 2) 
 
 
OCT. 20 @ 7:30 PM 
EXEC BD. MTG @ 7 P.M. 
PROGRAM @ 7:30 P.M. 
“WOMEN IN HARMONY” 
(@ MIRA VIE SENIOR LIVING) (PG. 2) 
 
 
OCT. 22 @ 11 AM TO 8 PM 

BUY LUNCH OR DINNER AT FABIO’S 
(PG. 3) 
 
_________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026 
“A BROADWAY MATINEE” 
SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

 Joan Skubish 

 

It was wonderful to see so many members at our first general 

meeting of the year and hear a talk on “The Deserted Village of 

Feltville” which we learned was not deserted!  It was an 

interesting and educational program to begin the year.  

Congratulations again to Connie Salisbury, our 2024-2025 

Service Award recipient for her many years of dedicated 

service to College Club. (See picture in Member News!) 

 

Our fundraising efforts are off to a great start!  The sun shone  

the weekend of September 27-28 on College Club’s bi-annual 

yard sale at the home of Jean and Jim Naugle.  A big thank you 

to Jean and her entire family for all their time and hard work to 

make this sale the most profitable ever. Thanks also to Carol 

Kiley and Connie Salisbury who priced most items as they 

were delivered with some additional pricing by Meril Davies. It 

was wonderful to see so many members contributing in some 

way to the sale which showed that we are stronger and better 

together!  Every dollar raised from the Yard Sale adds to our 

Scholarship Fund, and I am proud of all our members who 

contributed to this fundraiser.  For a detailed overview of this 

very successful sale, please read Jean’s article in the newsletter. 

 

The 62nd Edition of our Community Calendar is being sold in 

several Fanwood and Scotch Plains locations—Apple Blossom 

Flower Shop, Fanwood and Scotch Plains Libraries, Mountain 

Deli, Norman’s Shear Magic Hair Salon and the Scotch Plains 

Thrift Store.   Just a reminder that each member is being asked 

to purchase or sell two calendars.  If you have not met this 

obligation, please contact Mari McDevitt to arrange a 

convenient time to pick up your calendars. 

 

October 4th is another fundraiser for College Club with our 

annual Clothing Drive, held this year at the home of Thena 

Rosahl, 67 Pleasant Avenue in Fanwood.  Thanks to Cathy 

Hirschhorn for organizing pick-ups from the Thrift Store and to 

Thena and her husband for providing the location for the sale. 

 

The annual College Night (Sept 30th) will have occurred by the 

time this newsletter is sent and is much different this year. It was 

held at Clark’s Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ) High School 
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(President’s Message continued)   with minimum participation by College Club.  The 

evening will be reported on at our next meeting. 

 

I am looking forward to our October 20th program with the choral group “Women in 

Harmony”.  As always, friends, relatives and neighbors are welcome and encouraged to join 

us.  (See more details below.) 

 

October is also National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and the 19th is National 

Mammography Day.  I would encourage every member to make an appointment for a 

mammography if you have not already had your annual exam.  You owe it to yourself and 

your loved ones to put your health at the top of your list of priorities for this month!  

 

PROGRAM (10/20/2025) Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert 

 

Program:  Women in Harmony (a women’s three-part harmony choral group) 
When:  Monday, October 20th  

Where: Mira Vie Senior Living (former The Chelsea) 

              295 South Ave., Fanwood (next to Fanwood Post Office) The LEFT building from street 

Time:    7:30 p.m.  

(Executive Board will meet at 7:00 pm) 

Women in Harmony is the brainchild of Debbie Shapiro, retired music teacher from Scotch 

Plains-Fanwood school district. While she adored teaching children, it was always her dream 

to conduct an adult group of community women in three-part harmony. In nine short months, 

she led the group from their first rehearsal to a hugely successful concert in June 2025, with 

plans for more.   

Special thanks to Tricia Aiere who was responsible for booking this program.   

We would LOVE everyone to BRING A GUEST!   

LADIES WHO LUNCH  Ginger Rachko  

 

Ready for a nice lunch?  Meet the ladies from 

College Club on Wednesday, October 15th  

at 12:30 p.m. at Nostimo’s. 

(former location on South Ave.) 

 

(note new building façade pictured on the left.) 

 

Nostimo Mediterranean Greek Restaurant  (SAME NAME/NEW LOCATION) 

24 N 20th St., Kenilworth, NJ 07033 
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PLEASE contact Ginger Rachko by Monday, October 13th to confirm attendance.  

Call or text Ginger @ (908-334-0980).  If you are texting, please note your name if not part 

of her contact list.  All members are invited!   

 

 

FABIO’s BISTRO – HOSTING FUND RAISER FOR CC Marie Leppert 

OCTOBER 22nd
  

Wednesday is often called HUMP DAY.  Why wait until Friday, 

when you can either eat out or bring something home on  

Wed., October 22nd, from the delicious kitchen of: 

Fabio’s Bistro, on 217 South Avenue in Fanwood.   

 

Fabio’s has offered to donate 15% of the proceeds for food 

purchased between the hours of 11 am to 8 pm on  

October 22nd , when College Club is mentioned.  A FLYER IS 

ATTACHED that you may email to friends and family to help 

boost the “off the street traffic” for Fabio’s.  A WIN for Fabio’s 

and a WIN for College Club.  Please plan to participate by 

buying lunch or dinner for yourself or family!  THANK YOU! 

 

HOSPITALITY Jean Naugle and Carol Pinkus 

 

Thank you to the members who provided the delicious snacks and desserts 

for our September meeting.   For our October meeting, we are excited to 

welcome the choral group Women in Harmony as the program. The 

following members have volunteered for hospitality for the program and 

general meeting on Monday, October 20th:   

 

Helen Aron  Liz Blanchard Mary Cappio 

                               Rosemary Gousman  Thena Rosahl  Sherry Woodruff  

 

We would like to offer savory, fruit, nuts, sweet and Gluten free options.  

 

Please email Carol at carolpinkus@gmail.com to let us know what you would like to bring. 

We will send a reminder email the week before the meeting. HOSTESSES, please arrive @ 

Mira Vie by 7:00 pm to help with set up for the hospitality table and to greet guests and 

members as they arrive for the program which will start at 7:30 pm. If you have questions, 

reach out to either of us.   We look forward to seeing you at what we hope will be a very 

enjoyable evening of music and fellowship. 

 

MEMBERSHIP Liz Blanchard, Mary Cappio and Liz Murad 

 

Happy October!   Nature is working her magic TRICK giving us cooler 

weather and beautiful colors! This month our program promises to be a 

real TREAT. Women in Harmony is made up of friends and 

neighbors…and maybe potential new fellow Club members! Each of us 

are ambassadors for College Club. Take the opportunity at refreshment 



October 2025 – CC of F-SP Newsletter 4 

time to tell our guests about our wonderful Club and its mission to further the higher 

educational goals of young women in our community. 

 

As always we are happy to contact any new potential members on your behalf. Just email us 

their contact information and we will be happy to reach out.  

 

CALENDAR Barbara Cronenberger and Mari McDevitt 

 

The 62nd edition of our College Club Community Calendar is 

available for pick-up and sale.   

 

Just a reminder that each member is being asked to purchase or 

sell two calendars.  If you have not met this obligation, please 

contact Mari McDevitt to arrange a convenient time to pick up 

your calendars. 

 

 

 

YARD SALE (9/27 and 28th) – A SUCCESS!! Carol Kiley, Jean Naugle, Connie Salisbury 

 

Well, we did it! We raised additional money for our scholarship fund. Our personal goal was 

to meet the Yard Sale proceeds from two years ago, which was $3,000. This year due to your 

generosity and participation we raised over $4,000. Many thanks especially to Carol Kiley 

and Connie Salisbury who curated the items. We received feedback from several NON-CC 

people who were very impressed with the quality and quantity of our merchandise.  

 

Thank you to every member who donated items, 

loaned us tables, shared an announcement on 

Facebook and with their friends and family, made 

signs, and especially those who were able to take 

money and handle the items on Saturday and 

Sunday.  This event had 42 members 

participate in one way or another. For those who 

could not be at the sale they made sure their tables 

or items were delivered to the porch in plenty of 

time. Thanks to the family support members who 

pitched in for the set up and wrap up. Thanks 

to Sue Spirko for the online garage sale ad which drew in many shoppers.  

 

Shortly we will be dispersing items which were not sold. Some members have offered to drop 

a box or bag of items at Unique or one of the thrift stores. You can email Jean directly with 

your availability. We should have the items sorted this weekend. We will donate some items 

to Fanwood Presbyterian Thrift Store, Fanwood Scotch Plains Service League Thrift Store, 

Moving Forward Warehouse, Green Drop and Unique. We may also use one of the pick-up 

services like Purple Heart Veterans and /or Breast Cancer Coalition.  

 

Once again, your contributions to this Fall fundraiser were greatly appreciated and besides 

adding to our scholarship fund we offered a community service and expanded the College 

Club exposure. Next time we will have handouts to give to the women shoppers to invite them 
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to join College Club. As my grandma would say, “Many hands make light work!” Let us 

celebrate our success and know you have made a difference!  

 

Note from editor:  Special thanks to Jean and Jim, who housed 

all our “stuff” throughout their house, and to the entire Naugle 

family who helped endlessly during the sale days!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOTHING DRIVE Cathy Hirschhorn and Thena Rosahl 

 

SATURDAY, OCT. 4th, 9:00 am to 11:00 am 
 

REMEMBER to drop off your bags Saturday morning before 11:00 a.m.  

at the home of: 

 

Home of THENA ROSAHL  

67 Pleasant Ave., Fanwood, NJ 
 

(Pleasant Ave. is across the street from the HS and runs through to Park Ave.) 

 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 
 

Thank you to all who donated journals and pens for Resolve 

during the month of September. They are very happy to receive 

our donation and will distribute them to their clients. 

 

For October we will be doing a collection for the Park Hotel. 

More details to follow. 

 

 

LITERATURE  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 

Our October book selection is My Friends by Fredrik Backman.  Joanne 

Sheffield, 1415 Graymill Drive, Scotch Plains will be our host on 

Tuesday October 14, 2025, at 7:30 pm.  Joanne will also lead the 

discussion. 

 

My Friends tells the story of Louisa, a troubled teenager who is dealing 

with the loss of her best friend.  While processing her grief she connects 

with an artist, his friends and the artwork he has created.  Much of the 

connections include sharp and clever dialogue as customary for Fredrik 

Backman.  
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On Tuesday, November 11, 2025, we will discuss The Lion Women of 

Tehran by Marjan Kamali.  We will meet at the home of Carol Pinkus at 

7:30 pm.  Barbara Catterall will lead the discussion. 

  

The story begins in Tehra, Iran in the 1950's where seven-year-old Ellie 

moves to a small home downtown after the death of her father.  She 

becomes best friends with Homa, a high-spirited girl from a warm and 

loving family. 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP  Tish Isack 

 

Update from Lily Gaulin — I wanted to share my experience in Thailand 

with the College Club members. I spent four weeks in Thailand, and this 

experience was life changing to me. While in Thailand, I had the unique 

opportunity to participate in clinical shadowing in a variety of settings, 

including clinics, hospitals, schools and homes, across various healthcare 

disciplines such as primary care, psychology, physical therapy, 

occupational therapy, and public health. I had an 

amazing time observing the Thai healthcare system, 

eating the most amazing food, and interacting with the 

kindest people. On the weekends I was able to visit the 

Grand Palace and many Thai temples, which broadened 

my appreciation for Thai culture, visit an elephant 

sanctuary and feed elephants, and travel to Phuket and 

Chiang Mai to enjoy the beaches and the rainforests in 

Thailand.  

 

One of the reasons I was able to attend this study 

abroad experience was because of the support that I 

have received from the College Club. Once back at 

school at UF (The University of Florida), I applied for 

and was selected to be a Study Abroad Peer Advisor. I 

now have the opportunity to promote study abroad 

programs at UF and share my experience with students 

looking to learn about studying abroad. 

 

I am forever grateful to the College Club, not only for financial support, but also for being so 

kind to me and vested in my future. Please tell the members “Hi” for me and let them know I 

am thinking of them… 
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COMMUNITY—Historical Society of SPF  

 
The next meeting of the Historical Society of SPF will be on  

October 28th, a Tuesday, at 7:30 p.m., at the Shady Rest Country Club, 

Scotch Plains.  JD Solomon will be presenting “Hitler’s American 

Accomplices” the third program in the society’s series of historical true 

crime presentations.   

 

JD is a retired journalist, and a local historian and author. 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

PLEASE make the following UPDATE in your Directory: 

 

Connie Klock no longer has her land line.   

Please cross out: 908-232-9489 next to her name, as this number is no longer in use!  

________________________________________________________________ 

 
ANNUAL SERVICE AWARD 

 
Connie Salisbury is the recipient of the 

coveted trophy bowl, awarded to the Club’s 

Volunteer of the Year each September. 

(Connie, pictured on the left is shown being 

awarded the trophy by Jean Naugle on the 

right.) 

 

Connie has been a member of College Club 

since 2005 and for the last 20 years she has 

always taken either a background role on 

many a committee or a leadership role on the 

Executive Board.  (She served as Co-

Treasurer for two terms, has overseen the 

Basket Raffle for the Spring Luncheon for a number of years, and is one of the leads of the 

Community Outreach committee. She has been a key person (with Carol Kiley) responsible 

for cleaning, sorting and pricing all the items members have donated for the bi-annual Yard 

sale; past Co-Chair of the Holiday Party, and the list goes on…All done in Connie’s quiet way 

with her enviable southern charm.  It just took us this long to formally recognize her for all 

the wonderful work and ideas she has provided through the years!  Congratulations! 

 

  



October 2025 – CC of F-SP Newsletter 8 

Welcome Three New Members!   
 
Carol Pinkus 

1671 Ramapo Way, SP (Referred by Jean Naugle) 

 

Carol spent her early years in Ohio, Pittsburgh, and Kansas City (a true mid-

westerner!)  She graduated from the University of Iowa and moved to Scotch 

Plains in 2009.  Before moving here, she lived in NYC and worked as a 

stagehand and sound engineer on Broadway, BUT unlike many theater 

employees, she didn’t go the “waitress route” to pay her bills but worked as a 

paralegal part time.  This eventually led to a 34-year full-time career with 

Marvel Comics in NYC as a trademark paralegal in NYC.   

 

She and her husband, Arthur, have two sons:  Jacob (40) and Harry (37) who both live and work in 

NYC.  Carol is currently the Chairperson of the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Auxiliary and a volunteer 

for the Sisterhood of Beth Isreal.  Although it appears that Carol has a full plate of activities, she has 

volunteered to help Jean Naugle with Hospitality for our monthly meetings. 

 

How did she hear about College Club?  Jean Naugle donated a gift basket from CC to a Rescue Squad 

fundraising event.  When delivering the basket, she met Carol, and they had a lovely conversation.  

Jean followed up that afternoon by inviting Carol to our March meeting!  The rest is history!  Carol 

was impressed by the camaraderie of our wonderful team of women, and we are all happy that she has 

joined us! 

 

 

Judy Sturm  

2266 Woodland Terrace, SP (Referred by Terri DiGiacomo) 

 

Originally from Vineland, NJ, and a graduate of Rutgers, Judy moved to 

Scotch Plains in 1981. She came to our Spring Luncheon with Terri 

DiGiacomo and was so impressed with the Club that day that she decided to 

join our merry band of Club Members.   

 

Judy has one daughter, Lauren, who is an elder lawyer, and a son, Matthew 

who works in the Bio Tech field and resides in Washington, D.C. 

 

 

Christa Levin 

456 South Ave., Fanwood (Referred by Cathy Hirschhorn and Sue Spirko) 

 

Hailing from Brooklyn and Staten Island, Christa moved to Fanwood 29 years 

ago in 1996.  She and her husband, Bud, have three children:  Nick (26) who 

lives in Metuchen and is an engineer, Megan (22) who lives at home and is a 

teacher, and Catie (20) who is currently studying Art History in Italy through 

the University of Hartford. 

 

Christa loves to get involved, but as she told me “in the background!”  In her 

past life she helped chair the McGinn Variety show, helped with Project Graduation at the High 

School and with hospitality for the theater group.  She joined College Club after hearing about the 

Club through Cathy Hirschhorn and Sue Spirko and wanted to become involved.   

 

Welcome to these wonderful ladies! 
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MORE MEMBER UPDATES 

 

 Two of our own outstanding CC members 

(Connie Klock and Marie Leppert), are also 

newly inducted officers of the Historical 

Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood. 

 

Pictured on the left, from left to right are  

▪ Julie Steffler (Treasurer);  

▪ Marie Leppert (Corresponding Secretary); 

▪ Connie Klock (Vice President); and 

▪ Dave Bierman (President).  

______________________________________ 

➔ For those who remember our dear  

Marie Walford (chair of the Scholarship 

Committee for many years and who passed in 

Oct. 2020), to the right is a picture of her 

grandson, Mathew Auda, who graduated in 

the spring from NYU School of Medicine. He 

is now completing his residency in internal 

medicine at New York-Presbyterian Hospital, where he is gaining 

hands-on experience in patient care. 

_______________________________________ 

 

Introducing Willa Rose, born to 

Lauren Hirschhorn & Michael 

Tieu and granddaughter of 

Cathy and Joel Hirschhorn.   

 

Born:   September 5th  

       at 3:48 p.m. 

Weight: 6 lbs., 3.1 oz.  

Length:  18.5"  

 

Cathy and Joel will meet Willa 

Rose in Colorado in October! 

They are thrilled to welcome 

their second grandchild & first 

granddaughter!! 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANOTHER NEW BEGINNING!   

 

Congratulations to Jen and Kevin Rohman! Pictured to the 

right are their son Arthur Rohman and new daughter-in-law 

Christina Pitio (she is keeping her maiden name)  on their 

wedding day May 31, 2025, at St. Bartholomew's Roman 

Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. 

 

On the next page is a picture of the new family members.   

  



October 2025 – CC of F-SP Newsletter 10 

Left to right are:  Kevin Rohman, Jen Rohman,  the groom (Arthur) and bride (Christina), and 

Christina’s parents Arminda and Walter Pitio.  

 

Christina's father is Ukrainian and 

thus, she is  wearing a traditional 

Ukrainian wedding dress that was 

made in Ukraine.  (You’ll notice her 

dad is also in a traditional Ukrainian 

shirt!)  Christina’s mom is Cuban, so 

she is not dressed in Ukrainian garb. 

The wedding dress was hand sewn in 

Ukraine and shipped over here last 

year.   

 

It’s amazing what can be 

accomplished during a war!! 

 

Blessings to all! 

 

 

 

 

If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick.   

We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike! 
 

 
Celebrations 

OCTOBER:  NOVEMBER 

Rosemary Gousman   (7) Barbara Hendrick (*SM)  (3) 

Jeanne Pauly (*SM)  (7) Carol Campell             (9) 

Cathy Hirschhorn  (11) 

Suzanne Bousquet (*SM)  (24) 

Melissa Tice (*SM)  (24) 

    

*SM = Sustaining Member  

 

 

 
Have you had your yearly Mammogram? 
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The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

Tribute Fund 
 

 

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or 

Endowment Funds.  Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donated by cash or check but the 

Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as 

contributions. 

 

Please designate either: 

___________ Scholarship Fund       or                  __________ Endowment Fund 

 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation: 

 

_____  In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

_____  In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

_____  On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College 

Club FSP) and mail with this form to:  

 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

P.O. Box 32 

Fanwood, NJ  07023 

 

Contributor’s Name and Address: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


