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 JANUARY 2026 

  

S A V E  

T H E  

D A T E !  

 
JAN 13 @ 7:30 PM 
BOOK GROUP – AT 

HOME OF MARIE 

LEPPERT (PG. 4) 
 
 
JAN 19 @ 7:30 PM 
EXEC BD. MTG  
@ 7:00 P.M. 
PROGRAM  
@ 7:30 P.M. 
“THE GREAT 

BACKYARD BIRD 

COUNT” 
@ MIRA VIE SENIOR 

LIVING) (PG. 2) 
 
 
JAN 21 @ 12:30 PM 
LADIES WHO LUNCH  
AT DARBY ROAD  
(PG. 3) 
 
 
________________ 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 
2026 
“A BROADWAY 

MATINEE” 
SCHOLARSHIP 

LUNCHEON 
 
 
 
 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

 Joan Skubish 

 

Happy 2026 to every active and sustaining member and your families! 

Whether you stayed close to home or traveled away, sharing time with 

family and friends is what the holidays are all about. In this festive winter 

season, I hope all of you had the happiest of holidays. 

 

Ten members attended our holiday party on December 7th at the Stage House 

Inn. It was a fun evening, filled with good conversation, delicious food and 

the traditional “Yankee Swap” where somehow everyone was matched to the 

perfect gift with only one “steal.” Thanks go to Teri DiGiacomo and Mari 

McDevitt for chairing this event. Mari has chaired this party for the past few 

years, and this year Teri joined her in planning a delightful evening for our 

members. 

 

In thinking about the new year, I was reminded of a quote from the English 

poet, author and playwright, Edith Lovejoy Pierce—“We will open the book. 

Its pages are blank. We are going to put words on them ourselves. The book 

is called Opportunity and its first chapter is ‘New Year’s Day’.” As 2026 

begins, we approach the new year with fresh eyes and with a feeling of 

enthusiasm, at least for a short while. What will this new year bring? What 

will we bring to this new year? March begins our 93rd year as an 

organization dedicated to improving the lives of young women through 

scholarship assistance which is a milestone we can all be proud of. 

 

The planning for this year’s Spring fundraiser, “A Broadway Matinee” 

began in the summer with Co-Chairs Liz Murad and Jean Naugle holding 

listening sessions and gathering ideas from new and old members. Returning 

to The Westwood, this is our major fundraiser, and we need the 

involvement of all our members to ensure its success. Our wish for this 

year is to raise over $20,000. to fund our scholarships. However, this goal 

cannot be accomplished without your help! Liz and Jean will ask for your 

assistance at the January meeting and my wish is they will be able to fill all 

the jobs required to make this fundraiser the best ever! I hope you will bring 

your time, talent and resources and lend your support to this important event. 

 

Take time out of your busy life (or convince yourself to leave that warm and 

cozy place on your sofa) and join me at one of the many programs and 

events planned over the next few months. Connect or re-connect with your 

fellow College Club members and remember how effective we can be when 

we all work together. I hope to see many of you at our January 19th meeting 

as the new year begins and the possibilities abound! 
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PROGRAM-January 19th Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert 

“THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT” 

 

Zachary Rittner(FSP HS Science Teacher) – You have asked to have 

him back again and he has happily accommodated us.  Zach’s first 

presentation featured his high school students' efforts with conservation in 

the classroom—raising and then releasing endangered species.  The 

second program took us on his  Arctic Polar Bear Expedition.   

 

This month, on January 19th, he will educate us on the annual four-day 

project "The Great Backyard Bird Count".  You will learn how to help 

collect data for ornithologists right in your own corner of town.   

Anyone can assist with this project by using apps like e-Bird and Merlin from February 13th to 

the 16th.  Your information would be useful to scientists studying bird populations and 

migrations. 

 

Mr. Rittner received his Bachelor of Science in Biology from Union College in Schenectady, 

N.Y., his Master of Arts in Teaching at Montclair State University, and a Master of Science in 

Environmental Science from Montana State University.  

 

Venue LOCATION: MIRA VIE SENIOR LIVING, 295 SOUTH AVENUE, FANWOOD  (ENTER THE BUILDING ON 

THE LEFT SIDE.) 
 

 

HOSPITALITY Jean Naugle and Carol Pinkus 

 

Thank you to the members who provided the delicious snacks and desserts 

for our November meeting – it was a beautiful spread of goodies.   For our 

January meeting, we look forward to an informative program about  the 

Great Backyard Bird Count to be presented by Zackary Rittner.  The 

following members have volunteered for hospitality for the 

program/general meeting on Monday, January 19th:   

 

L. Aman C. Hirschhorn C. Kiley 

C. Pinkus C. Salisbury  

 

We would like to offer mainly desserts but also something savory, and some fruit.  

 

Please email Carol at carolpinkus@gmail.com to let us know what you would like to bring. 

We will send a reminder email the week before the meeting. Hostesses, please arrive @ 

Mira Vie by 7:00 pm to help with set up for the hospitality table and to greet guests and 

members as they arrive for the program which will start at 7:30 pm. If you have questions, 

reach out to either of us.   We look forward to seeing you at what we hope will be a very 

informative evening and of course, gathering with new and old friends. 
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MEMBERSHIP Liz Blanchard, Mary Cappio and Liz Murad 

 

Happy, Happy 2026!!! 

 

We, the Membership Chairs, wish all of our fellow College Club 

members a very Happy New Year filled with many blessings! 

Speaking of NEW…..we would love to welcome three, four or five NEW 

members to our very active, most supportive and community minded organization…but we 

can’t do that without…YOU!  Invite a friend to come to our meeting on January 19th. 

  

Think back to our beautiful luncheon last spring, who did you invite to sit at your table? Was 

everyone sitting with you as a member? Give that friend who wasn’t a member a call and 

invite her to come.  Your friend saw us at our best, we are a proud club that helps young 

women achieve their dreams. Invite your friend to come and join us! She’ll have fun, meet 

interesting new friends and make a difference in the lives of young women in Scotch Plains 

and Fanwood. 

  

All the best in 2026! 

 

Liz Blanchard  Mary Ball Cappio Liz Murad 

908-317-4983 908-377-1522 908-499-1752 

eblanc7014@aol.com maryballcappio@gmail.com woolizard@gmail.com 

 

 

LADIES WHO LUNCH  Mari McDevitt/Ginger Rachko  

 

We will be meeting at Darby Road on Wed., January 21 @ 12:30.  

(450 Park Ave, Scotch Plains)  

 

An RSVP to Mari McDevitt (908-917-5979) by Jan. 18 would be 

much appreciated.  All are welcome. Thanks! 

 

BROADWAY MATINEE – SPRING LUNCHEON 2026 Jean Naugle and Liz Murad 

We have welcomed the New Year 2026, and 

our Spring Luncheon fundraiser will soon be here. 

Our theme, “Broadway Matinee,” will be April 26th 

from 12-4 at The Westwood in Garwood. Please reach 

out to family and friends to join us for this fun 

afternoon. We will have the choice of three hot 

entrees, salad, dessert and soft drinks along with 

wonderful entertainment with fabulous Broadway songs. Our gift basket raffle, silent auction, 

three tier 50/50 and Shop Rite raffles will complete the afternoon’s event.  

Consider how you can contribute to our second major fundraiser: gift cards, silent auction 

item, gift basket or soliciting from local businesses.  If you have suggestions or questions 

please reach out to one of us.   

mailto:eblanc7014@aol.com
mailto:maryballcappio@gmail.com
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LITERATURE  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 

Our first book of the New Year will be The Briar Club by Kate 

Quinn.  We will meet at the home of Marie Leppert, 306 South  

Avenue, Fanwood on Tuesday January 13 at 7:30 PM.  Cathy 

Hirschorn will lead the discussion. 

  

The Briar Club, story takes place in Washington, D.C. in the early 

1950’s. It begins with the addition of a new tenant of a boarding house 

owned by Mrs. Nilsson.  Grace March happily moves into the tiny unit on 

the fourth floor and proceeds to change the lives of the other tenants, 

including Mrs. Nilsson’s children.   

  

  

Looking ahead to February, our book selection is How to Read a Book by 

Monica Wood.   Tish Isack is scheduled to lead the discussion. 

 

In How to Read a Book, Harriet is a retired schoolteacher who runs a book 

group for a group of female prison inmates.  Violet is participant in the book 

group and Frank is a handyman who has found purpose in his life after the 

death of his wife. 

 

Due to changes in childcare needs,  we need a host for the February 

meeting.  It is currently scheduled for Tuesday, February 10 @  

2:00 p.m.  It can be changed to 7:30 p.m. or even on a different day of 

the week.  Please let Ellen know if you can host. 

 

  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 
 

 

Thanks to all who made donations to Tiny Tim in December!  

In January we plan to assist the Plainfield Teen Parents 

Program again.  

 

They would like donations of the following items: 

 

• Diapers especially sizes 3,4, 5, 6  

• Baby wipes  

• Diaper cream 

• Baby shampoo 

• Baby lotion 

• Enfamil formula - yellow can or purple  

• Hygiene products for the moms such as shampoo , conditioner, 

deodorant,   toothpaste  

 

The items may be dropped off at Cathy’s, Pat’s or Connie’s, or brought to the January 19th 

meeting. 
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SCHOLARSHIP Tish Isack 
 

A huge thank you to Club Treasurer and Scholarship Committee Member Joanne 

Sheffield making sure that the final installment of the 2025-26 Scholarship funds 

were sent to each Scholarship recipients College/University in early December 

2025! 

 

The 2026-2027 COLLEGE CLUB SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

ARE AVAILABLE through the SPF HS Counseling office, the HS web 

site https://www.spfk12.org ) or our website www.fspcollegeclub.org    

Application Materials must be postmarked on or before February 14, 2026.     
 

The following update notes are from two of our scholarship winners (Kately Lester and Olivia 

LaPorta): 

 

Dear Mrs. Tish Isack and the ladies of College Club, 

I hope you are all doing well and enjoying this time of year. As I reflect on the past few months at 

the University of Texas at Austin, I wanted to reach out and express my heartfelt appreciation for 

your continued support. Receiving your scholarship again has meant so much to me, and I am 

very grateful for the confidence you’ve placed in my education and goals. 

 

This past year has been full of experiences that have shaped both my growth as a student and as a 

future nurse. Over the summer, I worked on the clinical team at Camp Blessing, a sleep-away 

camp for individuals with special needs. It was one of the most meaningful roles I’ve ever held, 

and it strengthened my passion for compassionate, hands-on care. This fall, I began working at 

Earth Kids After Care here in Austin, where I help support elementary students through daily 

activities. Both opportunities have deepened my commitment to working with children and 

families. 

 

On campus, I have continued to stay involved in organizations that challenge and inspire me. I am 

an active member of ATXNSA, where I’ve attended meetings, community events, and connected 

with other nursing students. I have also remained involved in Alpha Chi Omega, and I truly value 

the friendships, philanthropy, and leadership experiences that come with being part of this 

chapter. 

 

I’m also excited to share that I plan to participate in a nursing study abroad program in Costa 

Rica this summer, where I will take coursework and volunteer in local clinics. This opportunity 

will allow me to learn about global health, expand my clinical perspective, and serve communities 

in a different cultural setting. 

 

Balancing work, involvement, and academics has been rewarding, and your scholarship has 

played a major role in allowing me to pursue these opportunities without added financial 

pressure. I am sincerely thankful for your generosity and belief in my potential. 

 

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday season and thank you again for everything. I look forward to 

sharing more updates as I continue my journey here at UT Austin. 

 

Warmly, 

Katelyn Lester 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://www.spfk12.org/
http://www.fspcollegeclub.org/
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Hello, 

 

I hope everything is well! I received a $2,000 scholarship from The College Club this year. I just 

wanted to send you an update about my time at the University of Maryland, which I am happily 

attending thanks to the help of The College Club! I am still majoring in biology and planning to 

pursue a pre-PA track. I met so many amazing people who I've grown closer to throughout the 

semester, including my roommate!  I've joined new clubs like the pre-PA club and a club called 

Terp-thon, which performs dance marathons every spring to raise money for kids with cancer. My 

classes are hard, like chemistry and biology, but I've figured out good studying methods and 

strategies to get good grades. Throughout my first semester I've also taken advantage of the many 

things the UMD campus has to offer like football and basketball games, the amazing dining hall, 

sand volleyball courts, a huge gym with an indoor and outdoor swimming pool, and so much more 

that has made my experience thus far so great. With the help of The College Club, I am able to 

attend UMD, so thank you guys so much for everything you do, stand for! 

 

Thank you, 

Olivia LaPorta   

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

As some of you may know, Jean Naugle’s mother-in-law (the mother of 

her husband, Jim) passed on Christmas Eve, 2025.   

 

Miriam B. “Mim” Naugle, 95, of Lewisburg, Pennsylvania died at Wellspan 

Evangelical Community Hospital, Lewisburg, PA after a life well lived. 

A private burial will be held in Pennsylvania.   

 

Our deepest sympathies are extended to Jean, Jim and their extended family. 

The full obituary for Miriam can be found at: 

https://www.grenoblefuneralhome.com/obituaries/miriam-naugle  

 

If you would like to send a note of sympathy: 

Jim and Jean Naugle 

29 Fieldcrest Drive 

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

jgnog29@verizon.net  

 

  

https://www.grenoblefuneralhome.com/obituaries/miriam-naugle
mailto:jgnog29@verizon.net
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Nancy Anderson became a Sustaining Member in 2004 after 35 

years of living in Fanwood. She and her husband Carl bought a lovely home 

in Fords Colony in Beautiful Williamsburg, where she continued her 

volunteer activities by serving as a guide at the restored area of the colonial 

buildings. She also was active in “Caring Neighbors” by helping to arrange 

for meals for the sick or bereaved families. She also participated in book 

groups and BYOB as well as gourmet dinners. Book Group and gourmet 

dinners were activities she had previously participated in with College Club.  

 

Nancy lost her husband Carl in 2023 and thus decided to move to an 

independent living facility nearby. She is enjoying her new home, making 

new friends and participating in the many activities the facility offers.  

 

Please NOTE her new address in your DIRECTORY 

3800 Treyburn Drive, Apt A311,   

Williamsburg VA. 23185.  

Nancy’s cell phone number remains the same 757-784-8808. (Nancy no longer is using the land line 

number listed in the Member Directory.) 

 

This picture of Nancy is from a winery trip she took on a beautiful fall day!  A note from Nancy:   

                           “I enjoy the newsletters even though I don’t know many of the current members.”  

 

 

MEMBER PHOTOS from the HOLIDAYS!! 
 

The photo with Santa (AKA Steve 

Goldberg, Pat Goldberg’s husband) was 

taken at the St Bart's Prime Timers 

Christmas luncheon.  

 

Several College Club members (left to 

right:  

Mari McDevitt, Bernadette Hoyer and 

Ginger Rachko) enjoyed a visit with 

Santa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainer Spotlight 
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Bernadette Hoyer and her daughter (to her left)—clever as always.  In the photo on the left 

they attached garland to their shirt sleeves and held their ARMS DOWN.   

On the right, they became XMAS wreaths with their ARMS held UP!! 

 

 

You may not recognize her in the picture, but Carol 

Pinkus is pictured to the left during her annual “dive 

trip” to Bonaire (the "B" in the ABC islands—

Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CELEBRATIONS and Wishes to: 

 

January February 
Thena Rosahl (2) Lillian Wiener (2) 

Carol Pinkus (22) Liz Murad (10) 

Ellen Sherry *SM (25) Bernadette Hoyer (15) 

Mary Clare Levins (28) Marilyn Rector (19) 

Meril Davies (30) Carol Kiley (23) 

 Ellen Harrison (25) 

 Virginia Citera (26) 

 Jen Rohman (26) 

 

*SM = Sustaining Member                             EM = Emeritus Member  
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The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

Tribute Fund 
 

 

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or 

Endowment Funds.  Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donated by cash or check but the 

Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as 

contributions. 

 

Please designate either: 

___________ Scholarship Fund       or                  __________ Endowment Fund 

 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation: 

 

_____  In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

_____  In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

_____  On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College 

Club FSP) and mail with this form to:  

 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

P.O. Box 32 

Fanwood, NJ  07023 

 

Contributor’s Name and Address: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


