j’ C OLLEGE CLUB

\‘ OF FANWOOD-SCOTCH PLAINS

SAVE THE
DATE!

Nov1l @ 7:30 PMm
BOOK GROUP — AT HOME OF
CAROL PINKUS (PG. 5)

Nov17 @ 7:30 pm

EXEC BD. MTG @ 7 P.M.
PROGRAM @ 7:30 P.M.
“SAFETY UPDATES—
CYBERSECURITY AND SCAMS”
(@ MIRA VIE SENIOR LIVING)
(rG. 2)

Nov 19 @ 12:30 Pm
LADIES WHO LUNCH
AT MAX’s (PG. 3)

DEC7™ @ 4:00 PMm
HOLIDAY PARTY (PG. 3)
@ THE STAGE HOUSE INN

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2026
“A BROADWAY MATINEE”
SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Joan Skubish
What a fabulous second program we had with “Women in
Harmony”! The room was filled to capacity, and the music was
uplifting and beautifully harmonized. Thanks to Tricia Aiere for
organizing this program which was enjoyed by all present that
night. This choral group included two of our own talented
members, Liz Murad and Thena Rosahl!

This Fall has been a busy one and our fundraising efforts
continue to exceed expectations. The Clothing Drive, held at
Thena Rosahl’s home was another event where many members
assisted either in picking up and storing clothing from the Thrift
Store or working a shift at the fundraiser. Thank you to Thena
and her husband for providing the location and to Cathy
Hirschhorn for organizing the Thrift Store pick-ups this
Summer and Fall.

Fabio’s Fundraiser was another event that saw many members
working together to add to our scholarship fund. Thank you to
Marie Leppert for organizing the shifts and being at Fabio’s all
day to make sure there was coverage. And thanks to all those
members who worked shifts passing out flyers at Fabio’s,
ordering meals and talking up the fundraiser to neighbors and
friends. With the generous addition by Fabio’s owners, Greg
Kowalczyk and Ronnie Vojka, we earned over $950 for the
scholarship fund.

The 62 Edition of our Community Calendar is still being sold
in several Fanwood and Scotch Plains locations—Apple
Blossom Flower Shop, Fanwood and Scotch Plains Libraries,
Mountain Deli, Norman’s, Shear Magic Hair Salon and the
Scotch Plains Thrift Store. Please patronize our advertisers
whose donations cover all printing expenses, leaving all sales of
the calendar as profit adding to our scholarship fund.

Please read the article with notes from Jean Naugle and Sue
Spirko on College Night, held this year at Clark’s AJL High
School. Next year’s College Night will be held at Westfield
High School and College Club will be asked to participate again
in some capacity.
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President’s message continued from page 1

Our November 17" program will focus on cybersecurity and preventing computer and
telephone scams with Dan Kranz, Fanwood’s Officer in Charge of the Police Department.
Dan is also the son of Tom Kranz, our webmaster and good friend to College Club. As
always, friends, relatives and neighbors are welcome and encouraged to join us for an evening
of education and camaraderie.

As we near year-end, my best wishes to you and yours this Holiday season. May you and your
families end this year with an abundance of happiness and good health.

PROGRAM-*“Safety Updates: Cybersecurity and Scams” Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert

When: Monday, November 17"

Where: Mira Vie Senior Living (former The Chelsea)
295 South Ave., Fanwood (next to Fanwood Post Office)
The LEFT building from street

Time: 7:30 p.m.

(Executive Board will meet at 7:00 pm)

Please join us to learn about the important topic of Safety Updates:
Cybersecurity and Scams. Lt. Dan Kranz of the Fanwood Police
Department will give an informative talk on safety and in particular
computer and phone scams that target our older population. This event
is free and open to the public, and refreshments will be provided after
his presentation. Special thanks to Barbara Catterall who was

¥ responsible for booking this program. We would LOVE everyone to
BRING A GUEST!

HOSPITALITY Jean Naugle and Carol Pinkus

. Thank you to the members who provided delicious snacks and desserts for
‘ our October meeting—it was a beautiful spread of goodies. For our
November meeting, we look forward to an informative program about
Cybersecurity and Scams to be presented by Lt. Dan Krantz of the
Fanwood Police Department.

The following members have volunteered for hospitality for the program
and general meeting on Monday, November 17%:

T. Aiere L. Chichester B. Hoyer
C Klock M. Leppert S. Spirko

We would like to offer mainly desserts but also something savory, and some fruit and Gluten
Free options. Please email Carol at carolpinkus@gmail.com to let us know what you
would like to bring.

We will send a reminder email the week before the meeting. Hostesses, please arrive @
Mira Vie by 7:00 pm to help with set up for the hospitality table and to greet guests and
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Hospitality continued from p2

members as they arrive for the program which will start at 7:30 p.m. If you have questions,
reach out to either of us. We look forward to seeing you at what we hope will be a highly
informative evening and of course, gathering with new and old friends.

HOLIDAY PARTY - DECEMBER 7™ Terri DiGiacomo and Mari McDevitt

., 3 Come gather on_Sunday, December 7" at 4:00 p.m. at the Stage

@%&
Wl ,fg » House Inn for CC’s annual Holiday Party!
g () e Call Terri (908-356-2900) or Mari (908-917-5979) to reserve a

spot and bring
e A wrapped Yankee Swap grab Bag item under $25 and,
e A Tiny Tim Fund Donation. (Since 1983, the Tiny Tim Fund has
assisted children living in SPF with medical expenses when in need.)
Ques? TinyTimSPF@gmail.com
Come to the Village earlier (3:00 p.m.) for a Cannonball House tour & browse The Lifestyle shop.

L0

LADIES WHO LUNCH Ginger Rachko

e i Join your sister members for lunch on:
- Wednesday, November 19t at 12:30 pm at:

Max’s Pizza and Bistro
381 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains

PLEAS}i chorntéét Glhger Rachko by Monday, November 17 to confirm attendance.
Call or text Ginger @ (908-334-0980). If you are texting, please note your name if not part
of her contact list. All members are invited!

FABIO’s BISTRO Fundraiser - RESULTS Marie Leppert

Pictured at the end of the fundraising day are Marie Leppert and
Ronnie Vojka (one of the co-owners of Fabio’s). Based on the

& number of flyers collected in Ronnie’s hand, one can surmise it

& was a successful fundraising event! Below is Marie’s report.

# “Thank you to all those College Club members who helped make
' § this event a success again this year. The shift workers who
approached customers with fliers were as follows: Tricia Aiere,
Anne Butler, Meril Davies, Terry DiGiacomo, Bernadette Hoyer,
Cathy Hirschhorn, Tish Isack, Marilyn Rector, Carol Pinkus,
Ginger Rachko, Connie Salisbury, Joanne Sheffield, and Pat Swick. Shift workers wore a
College Club 1.D. provided by Carol Pinkus. Also, thank you to those of you who encouraged
friends and neighbors to come. Thanks to Joan Skubish and Pat Swick who supplied fliers.

We made $625 from the total day’s sales with fliers, and Greg and Ronnie added $175 to
make it $800. I collected $151 in donations. TOTAL PROFIT: $951.00.”
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COLLEGE NIGHT — WRAP-UP Jean Naugle and Sue Spirko

Scotch Plains Fanwood High School (SPFHS) participated in a
“‘-‘—‘“‘ consortium of area High Schools for a collaborative College Night

‘\6 ' experience. SPFHS along with the towns of Cranford, Clark, Westfield

and Garwood participated together. This coordinated effort was
designed by the high school administrations and student
services/counseling staff from these participating school districts. This first year the College
Night was held at Arthur L. Johnson H.S. (ALJ) in Clark, NJ. There were over 170 colleges,
universities, non-matriculating programs, gap year and post high school opportunities
including local police, EMS, and fire departments.

College Club members were invited to assist with the checking in for these various programs.
The list of attendees was in alphabetical order and divided into four groups. We had the
following members volunteering that night: Barbara Catterall, Elaine Carman, Joan Skubish,
Sue Spirko, Pat Goldberg and Jean Naugle. The SPFHS DECA students once again
volunteered to escort reps to their assigned tables. Our DECA students were wearing their
navy-blue blazers and looked very professional. They were given an orientation when they
arrived with Mrs. Marjorie Fitzgibbons. There were student volunteers from Westfield and
Cranford as well as from Clark.

The food was provided by Clark and catered by MAZZELLA’S in Mountainside. Salads,
sandwiches, snacks, beverages, cookies were included. The student volunteers and College
Club members were invited to eat too.

There was a plastic bag given to each student which included the map of the gyms where the

institutions were assigned. The student volunteers handed out these plastic bags, which were

provided by the Cranford school district. College Club was thanked by the host school, ALJ
in Clark as well as by SPFHS counseling department and Theresa Skoog.

BROADWAY MATINEE — SPRING LUNCHEON 2026 Jean Naugle and Liz Murad

April 26, 2026, is our date for the Spring Luncheon
SAVE THE DATE fundraiser at The Westwood. Thank you to members
The College Club of FSP who have contacted a corporation to solicit donations.
Scholarship Luncheon We have heard from one company who declined to
“A BROADWAY MATINEE" offer support. We would like to know if members have
Sunday, April 26, 2026 received a response from any others. We will need to
move onto our local businesses to request donations.
Do you have a restaurant you frequent or local shop or service that you would like to
approach or have approached in the past? Please send us an email so we can begin a list of
businesses and members names to avoid duplications.

One subcommittee already in motion is decorations which is led by Carol Pinkus with
Judy Sturm and Christa Lavin. If anyone would like to help with this committee please let
us know or reach out to Carol directly at carolpinkus@gmail.com.
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“Broadway continued from p4 — Finally, we are 6 months from the date of our Broadway
Luncheon please share the save the date with your friends, family and neighbors. Were there
people you invited last year who had a scheduling conflict but may join us this year? Can you
forward the “SAVE THE DATE” to them? (File attached for you in the email)

With every member contributing to our Spring fundraiser, we can continue our mission to
support young women from our communities with meaningful tuition assistance and have fun

together!! We welcome your thoughts or suggestions. Liz Murad and Jean Naugle
LITERATURE Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield
=% AT pag As we approach the end of the year, the next few weeks are sure to be

hectic for everyone. Despite the busy season, we encourage you to take a
few hours of well-deserved downtime in December. This time for yourself
will help you relax and recharge, so that you can join us in January for our
-/ next group meeting. During this gathering, we will be discussing

The Briar Club by Kate Quinn. We hope you can set aside some time to
read the book and look forward to an engaging conversation with all of
you. We will meet on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at the home of Marie
Leppert, and Cathy Hirschhorn will lead the discussion.

s st

TEASER: The Briar Club is a thrilling and powerful story of female friendships.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury

Thank you to all the members in your generous spirit for the
October Outreach. The many residents of the Park Hotel in
Plainfield are going to be squeaky clean and toasty warm this
winter due to your contributions.

Communit

OUTREACH

We are planning a Thanksgiving basket for a family in
November. Please look for a separate email with information to assist in this outreach.

FSP COMMUNITY—Historical Society of SPF

The next meeting of the Historical Society of SPF will be on Tuesday, November 25, at
7:30 p.m., at the Shady Rest Country Club, Scotch Plains. Dan Koslowski, an avid roler
coaster enthusiast will present an eye opening journey starting from the inventors of roller
coasters to the advent of the amusement park.

SCHOLARSHIP Tish Isack

You may remember a SPFHS presentation at a College Club’s educational

meeting several years ago. Among the presenters was one of our 2025-26

Scholarship recipients Saanvi Suresh, and three classmates from Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School who designed a science experiment that was
b . tested on a suborbital rocket as part of NASA's TechRise Student
Challenge. Saanvi has provided an exciting update:
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Hi! Firstly, I apologize for sending this email out so late, as [ have been busy with
school. I just wanted to let you know that the Payload for The Space Gals launched on
Blue Origin Mission NS-35! It was amazing to see it launch, and below are links to a
folder and the live webcast of the launch.

Link to Live Webcast: Replay: New Shepard Mission NS-35 Webcast

Link to Folder with Images:
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/mobile/folders/ImwuQ4CJIFIbMj2Hx RiJ6gheOvZZqi-
gu?usp=sharing&pli=1

Finally, the experiment itself has been shipped back to the high school. However, we do
not have any results yet as we are waiting until the entire team can be together to open up
the payload. I will let you know how it went as soon as I can. Thank you so much for
understanding, and for all you do. Have a good night!

Sincerely, Saanvi Suresh

MEMBER NEWS

Suzanne Bousquet and her husband, Rick, moved from SPF
to Union in 2013 so that she could be closer to the Kean University
campus. (Note: She became a member of College Club in 1995.)

Per Suzanne: “We loved the townhouse we had, and I was able to walk to
campus every day while I served in various roles—Dean of the College of
Liberal Arts, Associate Provost and finally, Vice President for Academic
Affairs. I began working remotely in 2020 when the world was hit by the
global pandemic, and it became clear to me that it was time to plan my
retirement. Since [ was working remotely, we were able to move to North
Carolina to be close to our daughter and husband and I continued working
until 2021. We love North Carolina—just like NJ with beaches and
mountains but without the snow— and, in 2021, we were blessed with our grandson, James. It is a
delight to be close to family and to see Jimmy grow.

“Now, I keep myself busy with reading and various crafts. I also enjoy playing Mah Jongg and
Canasta with the delightful new friends within the 55+ community in which we reside.

“These women remind me so much of the wonderful members of CC! My dearest memories of CC
include the annual luncheon (and fashion show) and working side-by-side with women at the Fanwood
Recycling Center.

“I send warm wishes to all of you who continue to do the work of supporting the higher education of
young women who will make a positive impact on our world.”
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* Mary Clare Levins joined College Club in 1981 for a brief
time and later returned in full force in 1994. She retired as a beloved
science educator from St. Bartholomew’s Academy in Scotch Plains.

She and her husband, Peter, bought a home in Wisconsin 22
years ago to be near one of her daughters. (Her daughter and
husband ended up moving to another state, but Mary Clare and
Peter kept their home and travelled back and forth to
Wisconsin often, for they love the change of seasons, and their
neighbors!)

Mary Clare also bought a home in Florida 11 years ago when
they were ready to retire and move from Fanwood. Florida’s
location also offers a great “nature” place (her neighbors are a bobcat, alligators, snakes,
birds, etc.) Mary Clare and Peter frequently travel between their two residences allowing them
to enjoy the unique experiences and communities offered by each throughout the year.

As reported by Mary Clare:

What keeps her busy? “In Florida, I walk a couple of miles a day and in Wisconsin I go to
aqua exercise classes every day. (Note from Pat: Always a great walker—when living on the
south side of Fanwood, Mary Clare walked to and from St. Barts every day, in ALL kinds of
weather!) We go to sunrises and sunsets several times a week and we picnic several times a
week. [ work with the homeless in WI and belong to two women’s groups there.

“We go to plays, ballet, opera and symphonies quite often.

Travels: “We travel at least two major trips a year. [ do formal teas several times a year.”
(Note from Pat: The picture above is from last week when she attended a Jane Austin Tea!)

Best Memories of CC: Those of you in the Literature Group know that Mary Clare follows
the book schedule and often sends her incites and reviews (which we all treasure) from the
current book under discussion.

Her favorite memories are the fashion show luncheons (Mary Clare was the Gift Basket chair
for years—then called “Select a Gift”), the scholarship dinner, enjoying a Welsh tea at Meril
Davies’” home as well as visiting Meril’s place in Wales (a result of winning bids from the
Silent Auction at the fashion shows).

We are hoping that on her next visit to NJ, she has some time for a visit!
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Barbara Reid Timko became a valued member of College Club in 2008. Over the
years, she made significant contributions to the organization,
serving as Treasurer for several years. Beyond her financial
responsibilities, Barbara was recognized as a creative force
and an outstanding organizer within the Club.

She and her husband Chuck moved from Scotch Plains in the
summer of 2017 to the Queen’s Lake neighborhood—just
outside of Williamsburg, VA. (Chuck was ready to retire,
move out of NJ, and start some worldwide traveling.
Although Barbara was initially reluctant to move to Virginia,
she has since come to genuinely enjoy living there.)

As reported by Barbara:

What keeps her busy? — “We are busier than ever. As
members of our church’s hunger and homeless team, we volunteer at and coordinate with
several local nonprofit housing/feeding/social service agencies. We cook meals and do pick-
ups and deliveries for food bank agencies. (Plus, the dog always needs a walk!)

Travels: “Chuck and I traveled to Costa Rica in May with daughters and son in law, Linda,
Carlos, and Cindy. It was beautiful. We had a wonderful time and made lots of memories!
We do frequent long weekends in NJ to visit family, including son Charlie and daughter-in-
law Britt, but most importantly grandson CJ, who was baptized in April and celebrated his
first birthday in July!

“Every October we coordinate a Habitat for Humanity build trip to Virginia’s Eastern
Shore with a group of 12 from Williamsburg Presbyterian Church. Always have a fun time.

Best Memories of CC: “So many friendships made and strengthened during the fun of
putting together raffle baskets, planning programs and setting up refreshments! I miss you
all! It was great to see so many members at the garage sale in October when we were visiting
our grandson, CJ.

Barb and Chuck are pictured at a neighborhood event that was themed ‘an evening in Paris.’
(Hmm, think they borrowed our CC April in Paris theme?? Love the French bread prop!)

Jill Barbier reached out to Pat Swick with some memories about the good times she had
over the years as a member of College Club:

“I guess if | had to cite one experiencer with the women in College Club that I remember
fondly, it was the participation in the luncheon group. We met in small groups (about four or
five a year) to plan and prepare lunch, usually based on a particular cuisine. Of course, these
were the days when many of us were not working full-time, and our kids were in school.
Cooking with these women gave us a real common bond. Each luncheon began with a
cocktail, appetizer, then a main course, more libations and dessert. We ate very well, and I
don’t know how after all the food and drink, we were able to prepare dinner for our families at
the end of the day. A booklet was prepared with the recipes. I have them all and still refer to
several of them. Irecently came across the booklet of recipes for a luncheon at Marie
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Leppert’s home. It was at this luncheon that I found out I was pregnant with my daughter
who turned 50 in October.

“Working on the many fund-raising events also provided great female-bonding
opportunities—the dessert/fashion show/bridge, Winter Fantasy, recycling participation, the
calendar. Of course, the main goal for all of us was the end of the year awards dinner and
providing college scholarships for young women.

“I hope this gives you a glimpse of the past.” (Enjoy the pictures below sent by Jill.)

Note from Pat: Jill joined College Club
in 1968 and moved with her husband,
George, in 2003 to Lords Valley, PA.
which is about 37 miles east of Scranton
and about 12 miles southeast of Lake
Wallenpaupack.) Jill was President
from 2002-2003.

From an older picture sent by Jill,
From left to right are Marie Weber
Jill Barbier (President 2002-2003)
Eleanor Sturm (President 1981-1983)

Mary Clare Levins, Jill Barbier, Dory Ledesma, Laura
Swidersky.

Back row on the left is Rich Ledesma.

(Not sure of other person’s identity on the top right.)

On one of the Saturdays dedicated to community service,
members of College Club gathered at the Fanwood
recycling center. During these sessions, the group
worked together to triage the incoming recyclable
materials, sorting items such as plastics, glass, and paper
into their designated organizing bins. This hands-on
effort provided a valuable opportunity for members to
collaborate while making a positive impact on their
community.

The handmade menu cover (on the next page) is from the Southwestern Cookery Luncheon on
April 3, 1990. Hostesses included: Marie Weber, Jill Barbier, Lee Heinzelmann, Joan Johnston, and
Helene Reichlin. The luncheon was held at the home of Marie Weber.

November 2025 — CC of F-SP Newsletter 9



P2 MU mMEE S OW

The menu featured:

Tequila Sunrise
Hot Bean Dip

Turcos (similar to an empanada)

Raisin Chicken Santa Fe
Southwestern Salad
Corn Bread

Hot Red Pepper Jelly
Mild Green Pepper Jelly

California White Chardonnay

Chimichangas Dulces.

(Note from the editor — the booklet
also includes recipes for each of the
menu items. If you are interested in a
particular recipe, let me know and 1
will copy and forward to you.)

Impressive! They even had
coordinating shirts for the
luncheon!

Left to right:

Joan Johnston, Marie Weber,
Helene Reichlin, Jill Barbier,
Lee Heinzelmann.

If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick.
We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike!
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MEMBERSHIP Liz Blanchard, Mary Cappio and Liz Murad

Y- 'H' % Ji& Happy November! This is the month of giving thanks for all the good in
‘ ® 3{ our lives. Good family, friends, a roof over our heads, food at our table,
w w / i happiness and health. We are also grateful to all of you, our fellow
Q " College Club members! College Club members change girls’ lives!
Do you have membership ideas or someone you’d like us to call who
might be interested in College Club? We are happy to do that! Just call us or send an email
with the person’s name and we will take it from there.

Liz Blanchard Mary Ball Cappio Liz Murad
908-317-4983 908-377-1522 908-499-1752
eblanc7014@aol.com maryballcappio@gmail.com woolizard@gmail.com

R RAR
Uy o>

CELEBRATIONS and Wishes to:

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Barbara Hendrick (*sM)  (3) Barbara Timko (*SM) %)

Carol Campell 9) Elaine Carman (7)
Joan Skubish (8)
Natalie Becker (13)
Carol Lutz (13)
Judith Sturm (13)
Connie Klock (16)
Mari McDevitt (18)
Judy Terry (*EM) (22)
Peggy Tan (25)
Rhonda Riesenberg (30)
Anne Butler (*SM) (31)

*SM = Sustaining Member EM = Emeritus Member
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the
% COLLEGE CLUB

1"’ E The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
R e Tribute Fund

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or
Endowment Funds. Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donated by cash or check but the
Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as
contributions.

Please designate either:
Scholarship Fund  or Endowment Fund

Please accept my tax-deductible donation:
In Memory of

In Honor of
On the Occasion of

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to:

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College
Club FSP) and mail with this form to:

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
P.O. Box 32
Fanwood, NJ 07023

Contributor’s Name and Address:
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