SAVE
THE
DATE!

FEB 10 @ 2:00 PMm
BOOK GROUP — AT

HOME OF LORI KATZ
(PG. 4)

TUESDAY

FEB17 @ 7:30 PMm
UPDATED DAY AND
LOCATION

EXEc BD. MTG

@ 7:00 P.Mm.
PROGRAM

@ 7:30 P.M.
“BEFORE YOU CAN
SAY JACKIE
ROBINSON...”

@ SHADY REST CC
(rPG. 2)

FEB 25 @ 12:30 PMm
LADIES WHO LUNCH
AT 387 OYSTER
HousE & BAR, SP
(rPG. 3)

SUNDAY, APRIL 26
“A BROADWAY
MATINEE”
SCHOLARSHIP
LUNCHEON

FEBRUARY 2026

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Joan Skubish

¥ Happy Valentine’s Day to all our sweet College Club members and your

families! February is Women’s Heart Awareness Month which should
remind us to take care of our hearts and our health. We all do so much for

others that sometimes we neglect taking care of ourselves. ¥

We are about three months away from our biggest fundraiser with a theme
this year of “A Broadway Matinee.” Returning to The Westwood, this
year’s luncheon and program should be a wonderful event. Ask your
relatives, friends and neighbors to save the date of April 26" for an afternoon
of fun and friendship while raising money to provide scholarships. If you
have not already signed up to help with the fundraiser, you can contact Co-
Chairs: Liz Murad or Jean Naugle. There are many committees for this
fundraiser, and we need everyone’s support to make it a success. Ifall
members can assist in some way, I am sure we will reach this year’s
scholarship fundraising goal of $20,000.

It is not too early to begin thinking about your placement in College Club
next year. Please contact me if you are interested in a position on the Board
or in chairing a committee. Board members who are interested in remaining
in their current positions should also contact me this month.

Please join us for our February 17" meeting when we will learn about
Black Baseball in the era before Jackie Robinson broke the racial barrier.
PLEASE NOTE: both the change of date to Tuesday, February 17
and the change of venue to the Shady Rest Country Club on Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

This is a perfect program to celebrate Black History Month and, as a former
college History major, I am interested to hear the challenges faced by Black
Ballplayers in this era. I look forward to seeing all of you that evening.
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PROGRAM - TUESDAY, FEB. 17" Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert
“BEFORE YOU CAN SAY JACKIE ROBINSON...”

Our February meeting location and date have been changed due to renovations at Mira
Vie. The meeting will be on:

TUESDAY, February 17th at 7:30 p.m. (NEW DATE)

at the SHADY REST COUNTRY CLUB (NEW VENUE)
on Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains
—very apropos for Black History month and this program.

Larry Hogan and Kevin Kane will present: '""Before You
Can Say Jackie Robinson: Black Baseball in America in the
B era of the Color Line." Larry, a Fanwood resident, is a

¢ professor emeritus from Union College where he taught
African-American history for 37 years. Kevin supplements the
program with poetry and music. Artifacts complete the
presentation.

Dr. Hogan was the Executive Director of the documentary Before You Can Say Jackie
Robinson: Black Baseball in American in the Era of the Color Line. The current program,
which features exhibits, has been shown throughout the country. According to John Thorn,
official historian for MLB, “Historian Larry Hogan basks in baseball’s shadowed fields. He is
a national treasure.”

Although black professional baseball began in the 1880s and ended shortly after Hall of Fame
player Jackie Robinson entered the game, there is little public awareness of this important
history. Dr. Hogan’s program affirms the importance of this history, and its great players,
while explaining the historical context and barriers faced by these heroes.

HOSPITALITY Jean Naugle and Carol Pinkus

. Thank you to the members who provided the delicious snacks and desserts
A for our January meeting. For our February meeting, we look forward to
an informative program about Jackie Robinson and Black Baseball in
America to be presented by Larry Hogan. The following members have
volunteered for hospitality for the program and general meeting on
Tuesday, February 17%:

M. Maclntyre L. Murad B Cronenberger
J Skubish J Sturm

We would like to offer mainly desserts but also something savory, and some
fruit. PLEASE NOTE: due to renovations at Mira Vie, the meeting will
be held at SHADY REST Clubhouse on Jerusalem Road in Scotch
Plains.

Please email Carol at carolpinkus@gmail.com to let us know what you
would like to bring. We will send a reminder email the week before the
meeting. Hostesses, please arrive @ Shady Rest by 7:00 pm to help with
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set up for the hospitality table and to greet guests and members as they arrive
for the program which will start at 7:30 pm. If you have questions, reach out
to either of us. We look forward to seeing you at what should be a very
informative evening and of course, gathering with new and old friends.

MEMBERSHIP Liz Blanchard, Mary Cappio and Liz Murad

r ium s, You are ALL sweethearts to us! Thanks to your smiles and wonderful
,'ﬁ liti !
° 3{ personalities, we have welcomed another new member!
i‘ 'n' /V\ Elayne Edmonds is a member of Women in Harmony, and after
© performing at our October meeting she immediately wanted to join.
That’s a reflection on you, the members, who make College Club so

warm and inviting. That’s why you are our Valentines! ¥ (Note we hope to publish a
“New Member” article highlighting Elayne in the March newsletter.)

LADIES WHO LUNCH Mari McDevitt/Ginger Rachko

5 JOYSTER Hou.sﬁ A new venue for lunch! Plan to join the group on:
277 AND BAR Wednesday, February 25" @ 12:30 p.m.

@ the
387 Oyster House & Bar

387 Park Ave, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

An RSVP to Mari McDevitt (908-917-5979) by
FEB. 22 would be much appreciated. All are
welcome. Thanks!

BROADWAY MATINEE — SPRING LUNCHEON 2026 Jean Naugle and Liz Murad
@ The Westwood, 438 North Ave, Garwood, NJ 07027

S TAEDAIE Members: for the centerpieces for the April luncheon,
The College Club of FSP we need some tall plastic Chinese food containers
Scholarship Luncheon (5-1/2" tall) for the bases. Bring a couple to the
“A BROADWAY MATINEE™ February meeting if you can spare them. We don't

Sunday. April 26, 2026 need the lids. (Carol Pinkus)
-

We went to The Westwood to select the menu for our Broadway Matinee event. (Choice of
three hot entrees, vegan, vegetarian or gluten free options also available). Included in the
luncheon will be pitchers of Iced Tea, Water and Soda for each table and coffee or tea
available throughout the meal as well. You can also request Iced Tea or Soda at the bar at no
charge. We are excited about the decorations thanks to our talented committee:

Carol Pinkus, Christa Lavin and Judy Sturm.
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Please use the SignUpGenius link to select an item or two to donate. If you have any issues
please reach out to us or Tricia Aiere. Also remember to purchase some scratch off lottery
tickets which you can give to us at the February Program and General Meeting on Tuesday,
February 17" at Shady Rest. Continue to invite guests to attend this fun afternoon
fundraiser, Sunday, April 26, 2026. The more the merrier!

LINKS to SignUpGenius:
SPRING LUNCHEON RESTAURANT GIFT CARD SIGN UpP
https://www.signupgenius.com/20/60BO0D4DA4AC2BA46-61833059-ccrestaurant

-SPRING LUNCHEON MISCELLANEOUS GIFT CARD SIGN UpP
https://www.signupgenius.com/g20/60BO0D4DA4AC2BA46-61831285-
ccmiscellaneous

-SPRING LUNCHEON GIFT BASKET SIGN Up
https://www.signupgenius.com/g20/60BO0D4DA4AC2BA46-61809687-spring

LITERATURE Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield

Looking ahead to February, our book selection is How to Read a Book by
RE /\II l)oxi\ ISS OK Monica Wood. Tish Isack is scheduled to lead the discussion. We will
meet at the home of Lori Katz, 195 Westfield Road, Fanwood (the
L L L] [ W corner of Westfield Road and Waldon Road across from Brunner
Elementary School.)

nﬂ'l (] I'r'll“

NOTE: We will meet on TUESDAY, February10th at 2:00 p.m. in the
afternoon!

MONICA WOOD - .
In How to Read a Book, Harriet is a retired schoolteacher who runs a
book group for a group of female prison inmates. Violet is participant in the book group and

Frank is a handyman who has found purpose in his life after the death of his wife.

March Selection: Becoming Madame Secretary by Stephanie Dray.
Carol Pinkus will lead our discussion. We will meet at the home of
. Mari McDevitt, 1475 Golf Street, Scotch Plains.

B A historical fiction novel about Frances Perkins, the first woman to serve
' in a U.S. presidential cabinet as FDR's Secretary of Labor. The book

= chronicles her rise from a social reformer to a key figure in the New Deal,
* focusing on her work to create Social Security, end child labor, and

| improve worker safety, all while navigating a male-dominated political

1 world, personal challenges, and public scrutiny.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury

We’re having a “Soup and Cereal” Bowl for 2026.

FERTEra

Bring your WINNING PRODUCTS: e

Boxes of cereal (any size) and/or B ity
cans of soup ’CORN‘
FLAKES

(flip-top lids are great) to our February 171
meeting. Or if you’re traveling around town you can drop them off at our
home.

We can’t wait to see the final numbers of this Special “BOWL” Event.

Chicken 5
~ Noodle

.
U soupw o/

NETIVUOB1 02 (23g) @

SCHOLARSHIP Tish Isack

The Scholarship Committee is standing by and ready to begin the process
of reviewing the 202627 applications in early March.

We received this update from Sairah llano a 2025-26 Scholarship
N P, o Recipient:

Hi Mrs. Isack and Ladies of the College Club!

1 hope you're all having a great afternoon and are doing well after the snowstorm.
I wanted to send a quick email with some updates from the last semester and this one!

Firstly, I was elected as the Vice Regent (Vice President) of Theta Tau (professional engineering
fraternity). Last semester, I was the fundraising chair, and we held a bunch of successful
fundraisers. My personal favorite one was a pie, an engineer, not only was it fun, but we also
raised a good amount. I'm super excited for this semester as Vice Regent, we had our first chapter
yesterday.

Second, I made the dean's list, finishing with almost all A's and 1 B+ this past semester. I'm going
to be taking dynamics, strength of materials, engineering economics, computer science, and a
history class this semester.

In terms of softball, we finished off the fall with our fall day of play, which we worked towards all
season. We played Holy Family, and we did pretty well! I closed out the game with 3 strikeouts.
Our season starts in late February. I'm going to share the link to our schedule.

We're going to be spending spring break in Myrtle Beach, which should be fun!

Overall, I had a pretty jam-packed semester! I also got a job in the machine shop on campus. ['ve
been helping with classes, labs, and senior projects. Some of the senior projects are a human-
powered vehicle and Baja SAE (which is making a mini car).

I'm excited to keep you guys updated as the semester goes on! And I hope that everything is going
well for all of you!

On a side note, if there is anything I can do to help with the social media, please let me know!
Have an amazing rest of your day! Excited to hear from you!
Sairah Llano
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION:

e Scotch Plains Rescue Squad will hold its annual Pancake Breakfast on
Sunday, February 22" from 8:00am — Noon. Admission is $8.00, children 5
and under are free and raffle drawings will take place every 15 minutes for gift
baskets.

e Fabio's fundraiser for the SP Rescue Squad on Wednesday, February 18" —all day. 7,/
15% of revenues for eat-in or pick-up/to-go orders will be donated to the squad. B2
(Deliveries are not included.) Carol Pinkus, Chair of the Rescue Squad Auxiliary thanks
you in advance for your support.

e The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood will meet on Tuesday, Feb. 24 at
7:30 pm at SHADY REST CC. Jill Jackson-Jones will share her insights about Kramer

R Ma Manor—a Black Community located right in Fanwood-Scoth Plains—which

@ marked its centennial in 1924 and has been included in the NJ Black Heritage

" Trail. Today the Kramer Manor neighborhood is comprised of approximately 100

households. For most of its 100 years it was an all-Black enclave—today it is a

thriving multicultural community of single-family homes and green spaces. Jill will delve into the

captivating story and legacy of Kramer Manor.

MEMBER NEWS

Mary Bell Cappio’s mother, Joan Davis Bell, passed away on
January 17, 2026, at the age of 102 and five-sixths, surrounded by her
family at the Halifax Hospice Care Center in Ormond Beach, Florida.
Joan was a beloved matriarch and lifelong adventurer. She lived a life
defined by curiosity, resilience, and an enduring sense of humor that
shaped not only her own remarkable journey but the lives of all who
knew and loved her.

For the full obituary, please see:
] N https://www.fanwoodmemorial.com/obituaries/Joan-Davis-
Ball?0bld=47053172#/obituaryInfo

A funeral Mass will be held on Saturday, February 7%, at 10:00 am
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, 1600 Rahway Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Mary and her family.
If you would like to send your personal condolences:
Mary Ball Cappio, 241 Katherine Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

AN HONORARY DEGREE

S

i % HONORARY APES DEGREE ...

*  MARIE LEPPERT | =
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At the January meeting, our program speaker Zach Rittner
(FSP HS Science Teacher) awarded Marie Leppert an
Honorary APES degree (Advanced Placement
Environmental Sciences). Zach related that he and his class
like to give out this degree “to people who have gone above
and beyond to help support nature, our environmental science
| program and/or my students in general. Mrs. Leppert was an
easy choice given her work with the College Club providing
scholarships to help students pursue higher education and her inviting my students and me to
give multiple presentations about projects like the GBBC and our work with Conservation in
the Classroom.”

Congratulations Marie! ¥

NOTE: Please make this update to your Membership directory. Based upon a newsletter
that was returned by the Post Office, it appears that Natalie Becker has moved to California.
(I believe her daughter lives in California.) If you would like to get in touch with Natalie, the
US Postal Services noted her new address as being:

Natalie Becker

3110 East 1% St.

Long Beach, CA 90803-2602

Our best wishes to Natalie in her new home.

Melissa Tice, former President of College Club (2017-2019),
moved to Round Hill, Virginia around 2019 after her tenure as
President. For those who love geography: Round Hill, Va, is about
17 miles/27 minutes, south of Harper’s Ferry, West Virginia and
about 31 miles/33 minutes northwest of Reston, VA.—thus west of
Washington, DC. Melissa was drawn to the DC area when she
accepted a position at the George Washington University School of
Medicine and Health Sciences (SMHS) as the director of the
Regulatory Affairs Program.

Previously, Melissa spent over 28 years in the pharmaceutical
industry in various roles, including as a distinguished scientist at
Merck in Global Regulatory Affairs in the Vaccines and Infectious Disease Regulatory
Affairs group, where she had the opportunity to work on various vaccines, including the one
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for the Ebola virus, and in the field of oncology obtained the first approval for Keytruda. Tice
also led the Gene Therapy and Biotechnology Group in Worldwide Regulatory Affairs at the
Schering-Plough Research Institute.

Having heard that Melissa recently had participated in a Church Mission trip, I asked her to
send some details of her trip!

“This past July, I was part of an intergenerational team from my church, Round Hill United
Methodist church in Round Hill , VA to participate in the Appalachian Service Program
(ASP). ASP is a Christian, non-profit organization that repairs and replaces homes for low-
income families in Central Appalachia. We spent a week in July in Newport, Tennessee
‘ working on a

ey deck and
wheelchair ramp
for a lovely
widow that had

-« from Hurricane
Helene. Her
home is along the
Pigeon River which overflowed its banks and
caused damage throughout the town.

It was a hot and busy week, but we were blessed by the people we met and the generosity and
thanks of our host. She made pitchers of sweet tea to help keep us hydrated and on the last
day made us a delicious lunch of barbecue pork. The experience touched both young and old.
I had been on a variety of church mission trips when at Cranford United Methodist Church in
NJ and the experience never gets old; I am blessed to help someone in need and receive so
much more in return that leaves your heart full.”

R RRRA
e\

CELEBRATIONS AND WISHES TO:

February March
Lillian Wiener (2) Tish Isack (5)
Liz Murad (10) Pat Swick (16)
Bernadette Hoyer (15) Margaret Maclntyre (26)
Marilyn Rector (19)
Carol Kiley (23)
Ellen Harrison (25)
Virginia Citera (26)
Jen Rohman (26)
*SM = Sustaining Member EM = Emeritus Member
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) iy The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
e Tribute Fund

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or
Endowment Funds. Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donated by cash or check but the
Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as
contributions.

Please designate either:
Scholarship Fund  or Endowment Fund

Please accept my tax-deductible donation:
In Memory of

In Honor of
On the Occasion of

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to:

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College
Club FSP) and mail with this form to:

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
P.O. Box 32
Fanwood, NJ 07023

Contributor’s Name and Address:
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