
    
 March—In Like a Lion, Out Like a Lamb…(Hopefully…) 
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 MARCH 2026 
 

  

S A V E  

T H E  

D A T E !  

 
MON, MAR 9TH @ 

7:30 PM 
BOOK GROUP – AT 

HOME OF MARI 

MCDEVITT (PG. 4) 
 
MAR 16TH @ 7:30 PM 
UPDATED 

LOCATION (TERRILL 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

AUDITORIUM) 
PROGRAM  
@ 7:30 P.M. 
“FLAMENCO 

DANCERS” 
(PG. 2) 
 
MAR 18 @ 12:30 PM 
LADIES WHO LUNCH  
AT BOVELLA’S, MTSD. 
(PG. 4) 

 
________________ 
 
SUNDAY, APRIL 26 
“A BROADWAY 

MATINEE” 
SCHOLARSHIP 

LUNCHEON (PG. 3) 
 
MONDAY, MAY 18 
SCHOLARSHIP DINNER 

@ SHADY REST 

COUNTRY CLUB 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E

 Joan Skubish 

I’ve just returned from the Philadelphia Flower Show and feel as if Spring 

will actually arrive soon.  With the weather finally becoming warmer, it 

seems like winter is finally almost over.  

 

Spring is a season of heightened activity for College Club, and our major 

fundraiser will be here in less than two months.  By the time you read this, 

the raffle tickets will most likely have been distributed but will also be 

available at our March general meeting or from Sue Spirko (50/50 tickets) or 

Dorothy Lusk (Shop Rite raffle tickets). 

 

Please encourage your neighbors, family and friends to join us for this event 

and reserve your table now.  Silent Auction Chairs Meril Davies and Mari 

McDevitt and Raffle Basket Co-Chairs Carol Kiley and Connie Salisbury 

need the assistance of our membership to secure donations.  Read the article 

on our “Broadway Matinee” for more detail and please volunteer your time, 

talent, and support to make this our most successful fundraiser ever!  The 

more successful the event is, the more scholarships we will be able to fund. 

 

On the topic of scholarships, the Scholarship Committee, chaired by Tish 

Isack, has received about thirty applications and are beginning the process of 

selecting our 2026 scholarship recipients.  We greatly appreciate the time 

and effort Tish and her Committee put forth as they go through the time-

consuming but rewarding process of evaluating the applications and 

choosing the young women to receive our scholarships. 

 

Thanks also to Marie Leppert for securing our February speakers, Dr. Larry 

Hogan and Kevin Kane, who presented an interesting program on Black 

baseball in America in the era before integration.  It was gratifying to see 

such a large turnout and “thank you” to the many members who brought 

soup and/or cereal to the meeting for donation to our local food pantry.   

 

I hope to see you all at our March 16th program featuring The Alborada 

Spanish Dance Theater. Please note the change of venue to Terrill Middle 

School’s Auditorium and thanks to Jean Naugle for securing this location for 

their performance. 
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PROGRAM – MONDAY, MARCH 16th Ellen Harrison and Marie Leppert 

FLAMENCO DANCE PROGRAM 

 

Our MARCH meeting location has been changed due to the 

dancers needing a wooden floor to perform.   

The meeting will be on:  

MONDAY, MARCH 16th at 7:30 p.m.  

at Terrill Middle School AUDITORIUM (NEW VENUE) 
1301 Terrill Rd, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 
 

Please join us for Flamenco! The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch 

Plains, in collaboration with the SPFHS World Language 

department and students, welcomes all to an exciting program on 

March 16, 2026, at 7:30 p.m. to experience the beautiful  

Alborada Spanish Dance Theater who will perform Flamenco dance.  

 

Founded in 1965 by Maria Alba, Alborada Dance Company continues to thrive as a  

nonprofit devoted to their mission of honoring the multicultural structure of Spanish culture 

through educational and entertaining performances. On average, Alborada reaches between  

11,000–15,000 people annually through their programs. With an estimated 30% of the  

Tri-state population having Hispanic heritage, the importance of honoring the rich diversity of 

Spanish cultural heritage is crucial.  

 

 

HOSPITALITY Jean Naugle and Carol Pinkus 

 

Our guests at Shady Rest definitely enjoyed the delicious spread of 

goodies!  For our March meeting, be ready for some Spanish flair as we 

look forward to a night of Flamenco Dancing.  Our March 16th meeting 

is being held at Terrill Middle School and will feature a performance by 

the Alborada Spanish Dance Theater.    

 

The following members volunteered for hospitality for March 16th:   

 

M. Davies    K. Egenton  D. Lusk   

M. McDevitt  T. Isack  L. Katz 

 T. DiGiacomo  

 

We have invited the public to attend so we will be prepared for a larger than usual offering of 

refreshments.  Traditionally we have offered St. Patrick’s Day themed refreshments at our 

March meeting, and we are happy to continue that tradition, but we’ve also considered having 

some Spanish desserts, so if you have any ideas that fit either theme, let us know. 

 

Please email Carol at carolpinkus@gmail.com to let us know what you would like to bring. 

We will send a reminder email the week before the meeting. Hostesses, please arrive @ 

Terrill Middle School Auditorium using DOOR NUMBER 3 by 7:00 p.m. to help with set 

up for the hospitality table and to greet guests and members as they arrive for the program 

which will start at 7:30 p.m.  If you have questions, reach out to either of us.  We look 

forward to seeing you. 

mailto:carolpinkus@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP Liz Blanchard, Mary Cappio and Liz Murad 

 

Happy March!  

Finally, we are looking at winter in the review mirror! The daffodils and 

crocus will be peeking out encouraging us to see that spring is on the 

way! Spring is a season of new beginnings and for making plans.  

 

The Membership Committee is asking that all of our members include inviting friends to our 

Spring Event as part of your spring plans. But, when making those plans and reaching out 

with those invinations please keep in mind to invite friends young and old who might like to 

join our wonderful club, in addition to spending just an afternoon with us. 

 

The Membership Committee is happy to help, should you need information about College 

Club to pass along to friends and neighbors. Just give us a call or send us an email. 

 

All the best, 

 

Liz Blanchard  Mary Ball Cappio Liz Murad 

908-317-4983 908-377-1522 908-499-1752 

eblanc7014@aol.com  maryballcappio@gmail.com  woolizard@gmail.com  

 

BROADWAY MATINEE – SPRING LUNCHEON 2026 Jean Naugle and Liz Murad 

 

The Club’s “Broadway Matinee” Luncheon will 

be on Sunday, April 26th from 12 noon to 4:00 pm at 

The Westwood in Garwood. The cost for the luncheon 

is still $65.  

Be on the lookout for a CRAFT Envelope that is 

about to be distributed by members with:  

1. A Member Check-Off List of items being requested from members 

2. A flyer regarding ticket sales and contact information 

3. Two (2) books of 50/50 Raffle Tickets and  

4. One (1) book of Shop Rite Gift Card raffle tickets for you to sell ahead of the 

luncheon  

5. A Luncheon Reservation Form to be returned to Dorothy Lusk (also included as an 

attachment to this newsletter)  RESERVATIONS and special meal selections are due 

prior to APRIL 15th  

We are grateful to the Lusk/Culley families for their generous donation of a $500 Shop Rite Gift Card 

for our raffle. Each ticket is $5.00.  Dorothy Lusk will manage the Shop Rite raffle tickets.  

Sue Spirko will oversee the 50/50 raffle. Each ticket will be $5.00 for a chance to win one of three 

prizes. The more tickets we sell the bigger the prize amounts.  

mailto:eblanc7014@aol.com
mailto:maryballcappio@gmail.com
mailto:woolizard@gmail.com
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REMINDER:  APRIL 1st is the deadline for turning in your gift baskets, and items for the 

Silent Auction 

→ Connie Salisbury, 2 Fieldcrest Drive, SP can accept your: 

• Gift baskets,  

• lottery tickets,  
 

• wine and  

• gift cards  

→ Meril Davies will accept Silent Auction items at her home: 24 Essex Road, SP.  

 

Please call to confirm when you are making a delivery to them (Connie and Meril).   

Thank you for helping to make the scholarship luncheon a success. 

 

 

LITERATURE  Ellen Harrison/Joanne Sheffield 

 
This month will meet on MONDAY, March 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Mari 

McDevitt, 1475 Golf Street, Scotch Plains to discuss “Becoming 

Madam Secretary”  by Stephanie Dray.   

Carol Pinkus will lead the discussion.   

 
Becoming Madam Secretary is an historical fiction novel about Frances Perkins, 

the first woman to serve in a U.S. presidential cabinet as FDR's Secretary of 

Labor. The book chronicles her rise from a social reformer to a key figure in the 

New Deal, focusing on her work to create Social Security, end child labor, and 

improve worker safety, all while navigating a male-dominated political world, 

personal challenges, and public scrutiny 

 

For April we have chosen the Pulitzer Prize winning “James” by Percival 

Everett.  Pat Goldberg at 28 Copperfield Road, Scotch Plains will be 

our host on Tuesday, April 14, at 7:30 p.m.. Marie Leppoert will lead the 

discussion.   

 

“James” is based on Mark Twain’s “Huckleberry Finn” where Jim, a 

slave now known as James becomes the central character in the book.  He 

is a literate and intellectual man who flees after being sold to a new owner. 

 

 

 

LADIES WHO LUNCH  Mari McDevitt/Ginger Rachko  

 

Need to escape the winter doldrums and have some fun?  Then 

make plans to join the group on: 

 

Wednesday, March 18h @ 12:30 p.m. 

at Bovella’s Bakery Café 

1085 US-22 east, Mountainside, NJ  07092 

 

An RSVP to Mari McDevitt (908-917-5979) by March 15th 

would be much appreciated.  All are welcome. Thanks! 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH  Cathy Hirschhorn/Pat Goldberg/Connie Salisbury 
 

Thank you to all for your generous soup and cereal 

contributions! 28 cans of soup and 21 boxes of cereal were 

distributed to St. Bart's food pantry, IHM food pantry and the 

Fanwood Presbyterian free food box in their parking lot. 

 

As usual, March will be the month we recognize 

our scholarship recipients and boost their spirits with a Dunkin Donut gift card. 

Helen Aron & Mary Cappio will purchase the gift cards through Resolve and 

send them out for us. Resolve gets a small kick back on their purchase, so we are 

helping another local organization as they help us.  

 

We will have a basket available at the March Program at TMS and at the General Meeting 

to raise the funds for the gift cards. 

 

Thank you as always for your support of all our Community Outreach programs. 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP Tish Isack 
 

Special thanks to Rosemary Gousman and Joanne Sheffield  for all their 

hard work on getting the 2026-27 Scholarship Applications and materials 

onto the secure website. The Scholarship  Committee will soon be ready to 

begin the review process which will culminate in mid-April with the 

selection of the College Club’s 2026-27 Scholarship Recipients! 

 
 

 

CALENDAR Barbara Cronenberger and Mari McDevitt 

 

The planning for the 63rd edition of our Community Calendar is about to 

get underway!  We're looking forward to collaborating with any member 

willing to help on any part of the project, no matter how small.  

 
First order of business is to gather new advertisers to replace the ones we’re 

losing due to a store closure and retirements.  That would be much appreciated.  Soon after we'll be 

seeking info from community orgs, the Vo-Tech, houses of worship, preschools, etc.  
 

Proofreaders will be needed in late July/early August.  Thanks for whatever assistance you 

can provide!  
 

Contact Barbara @ (908) 419-9098 or Mari @ (908) 917-5979 with any questions or to offer your 

assistance.  Thanks! 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION: 
 

The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood will meet on Tuesday, March 24th at  

7:30 pm at SHADY REST CC, which is free and open to the public.   Since March is celebrated 

as “Women’s Month,” Marylou Morano Kjelle has been invited to give a presentation regarding 

the accomplishments and impact of eight “notable” women from NJ: 

• Clara Barton – renowned nurse who opened one of the state’s first 

public schools 

• Mabel Smith Douglass – First dean of NJ College for Women, and 

was honored with the college’s name, Douglass College 

• Lucy Stone and Alice Stokes Paul – prominent suffragists 

• Annis Boudinot Stockton  – poet 

• Sara Spencer Washington – businesswoman 

• Mary Philbrook  – an accomplished attorney 

• Clara Maas – another remarkable nurse. 

Marylou Morano Kjelle is a college English professor, freelance writer, and photojournalist who 

lives and works in Central New Jersey. Kjelle has written dozens of books for young readers of all 

ages. 

 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

NATALIE BECKER:  Last month we announced that Natalie Becker had moved to 

California, but unfortunately we must report that Natalie Rose Becker passed away 

peacefully on February 3, 2026, in Los Angeles, California, at the age of 94. “Born in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, she lived a life shaped by creativity, curiosity, and a deep 

devotion to the arts. 

 

“Natalie’s journey began as a young artist in Philadelphia, where her talent and dedication 

were evident from an early age. She pursued her passion with vigor, studying at the 

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts and The Art Students League in New York. Her 

artistic spirit led to a fulfilling career as a landscape painter, working primarily in oils, and as 

an art educator. She shared her knowledge and love of painting and drawing with students at 

Union County College in New Jersey.” Please feel free to read the entire obituary at:  

https://www.menorahchapelsatmillburn.com/obituaries/Natalie-R-Becker?obId=47183509  

 

No address is available to reach out to her family, though I am guessing you could forward a 

card to Natalie’s CA address below, and her daughter who lives in California will get it. 

 

Family of Natalie Becker  

3110 East 1st St.  

Long Beach, CA 90803-2602   

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  

https://www.menorahchapelsatmillburn.com/obituaries/Natalie-R-Becker?obId=47183509
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Happy Birthday!! 

 
On a happier note, our Mah Jong group went out to lunch to celebrate  

Carol Kiley’s special 80th birthday (as you can see with her FUN “80 glasses” that she is 

wearing)!  (Carol’s birthday was on February 23rd.) 

 
Those celebrating at 

Sweetwater’s with 

Carol are seated 

from left to right:  

 

Margaret Macintyre 

Lori Katz 

Carol Kiley 

Joanne Sheffield 

Tish Isack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Birthday Celebration 

 
A small, early celebration of Tish Isack's "3/4 of a 

Century" birthday took place last week.  Tish’s birthday is 

March 5th! 

 

Carol Kiley and Margaret MacIntyre are pictured standing 

above Tish, who is also ready for St. Patty’s Day as you 

can see by the décor.  (Those of us born in March always 

have extra days to celebrate!) 

 

Happy Birthday, Tish! 

 

 

 

 

The picture to the left is credited to 

the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, 

taken at the Rescue Squad Pancake 

Breakfast last month! Our Carol 

Pinkus is standing in the center.  

Yes, she is also a valued member of 

the Rescue Squad! 
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Welcome PEGGY TAN to Fanwood—she has just moved north from the 

shore!  Many may think she has moved in the wrong direction, but most of 

us are happy she is back in the neighborhood and closer to her son and his 

family! 

 

Please update your Directory with Peggy’s new address!   

 

Peggy Tan 

250 South Ave, Apt. G 

Fanwood, NJ 07023 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Please WELCOME new member, Elayne Edmonds.  If you attended the 

October meeting when Women in Harmony performed, you may remember 

seeing Elayne’s face as being a member of the ensemble. 

 

Elayne decided to join us in College Club because she believes that 

education empowers individuals and communities. As Assistant Director at 

Compass SchoolHouse in Westfield, she works to provide innovative 

learning opportunities for children 12 months to 6 years old.  The school 

provides play-based learning centers for math, science, dramatic play, music, 

and creative art.   (Editor’s note:  Those of you in my age group may 

remember going to “Mother’s Morning Out” in the 80”s and 90’s at the 

Compass school’s current location on Elmer Street, Westfield.) 

 

Elayne resides in Scotch Plains with her husband, Tim, along with their 14-year-old daughter, 

and 13-year-old son.  She loves to read and of course SING! 

 

Please update your Member Directory with her contact information: 

 

Edmonds, Elayne Marinos (Tim) Cell phone: 908-451-5751 

1401 Golf Street, SP 07076 Email: Elaynemarinos@hotmail.com 

Rutgers University 

Birthday – February 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any news to share, please contact Pat Swick, editor.   

We would love to hear from you—Members and Sustainers, alike! 
 

 

 

 Sustainer Spotlight 

mailto:Elaynemarinos@hotmail.com
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Many of you may not have known Sustainer, Barbara 

Henrick personally, because she moved from Fanwood to 

Palm City, Florida in the 1980’s.  Barbara wasn’t sure that she 

knew how to send a picture of herself, so I’ve included a 

picture of Palm City, so that you can all wish you were in 

Florida with her!  Palm City is near Stuart (its county seat), 

Port St. Lucie, with major highways like I-

95 making it accessible to West Palm 

Beach (about 45 mins south) and Miami (about 90 mins south).  Today, 

while speaking to Barbara, she mentioned the temperature was 79 

degrees, which sounds like heaven compared to our Jersey weather of 

late.  Her home is located on a golf course, so while we were talking she 

mentioned that she was watching a gentleman tee off at the 10th hole! 

 

Barbara is still playing golf, though to her chagrin, she has had to cut 

back to 9 holes from her former rounds of 18.  She also keeps busy 

playing Bridge and belongs to the local AUW (Association of University Women). Barbara 

enjoys hearing the news from College Club and says hello to all our members. 

 

She and her husband, Robert, live for 7 months in Florida and 

the other 5 months in Holderness, New Hampshire.  If you 

remember seeing the film “On Golden Pond” starring 

Henry Fonda, Jane Fonda, and Katharine Hepburn, it is the 

same “pond” on which Barbara lives.  When they were up in 

NH purchasing their home on Squam Lake, the film crew and 

stars were filming on the lake!  She and Robert are so lucky to 

have such lovely scenery to enjoy all year round!! 

 

 
CELEBRATIONS AND WISHES TO: 

 

March April 
Tish Isack (5) Lori Katz (14) 

Pat Swick (16) Marie Leppert (19) 

Margaret MacIntyre (26) Terri DiGiacomo (22) 
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The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

Tribute Fund 
 

 

The College Club Tribute Fund will accept donations to either the Club’s Scholarship or 

Endowment Funds.  Gifts to the Scholarship Fund should be donated by cash or check but the 

Endowment Fund can also accept stocks, bonds, bequest, or other transfers of value as 

contributions. 

 

Please designate either: 

___________ Scholarship Fund       or                  __________ Endowment Fund 

 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation: 

 

_____  In Memory of _________________________________________________________ 

_____  In Honor of ___________________________________________________________ 

_____  On the Occasion of _____________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please have the Corresponding Secretary send a card acknowledging my gift to: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains (or College 

Club FSP) and mail with this form to:  

 

The College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains 

P.O. Box 32 

Fanwood, NJ  07023 

 

Contributor’s Name and Address: 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


